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1 TO THE 
High Puiſfant and moſt noble Patxex, 


ICHARLES SETMO UR, 


Duke of Somerſet, Earl of Hertford, 
3: Viſcount and Baron Beauchamp of Hac- 
che, Baron Seymour, and Baron Seymour 

of Troubridge, Lord of the Honour of 

Cockermouth and Petworthy, Baron of 
1. Pierty, Lucy, Poinings, Fitz- Pain, Bryan, 
and Latimer, Chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, Privy Counſellor 
one of the Governors of the Charters 
Houſe, and Knight of the moſt Noble 
Order of the Garter, 


' | Mayit phaſe your Ge, 
i. my Can by no means agree 
oO in Opinion with thoſe 
who ay no Offcings 
ſhould be made but ſuch as are 


A 2 worthy 


DEDICATION. 


worthy of the Patron; for if it 
were ſo, all Publick Acts of Devo- 


tion muſt ceaſe, and the Worſhip 
of the Divine Being be confined 


only to the Heart: 'Tis true, in- 
deed, That ought to be the Foun- | 
tain whence they ſpring, but when 
it is ſo, we are taught to hope the 
meaneſt Oblation, accompanied 
with Humility and Zeal, will be 


accepted. 


Tis on this Maxim I preſume 
to lay theſe Volumes at Tour 
Grace s Feet: Thankſgivings are 
the only Tribute in my little 

Power 
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Power to pay to that tranſcen- 
dent Goodneſs which has vouch- 
ſafed to rank me among the 
Number it has obliged (a Blef- 
ſing I think ſuperior even to the 
not wanting it) but had I never 
1 3 been ſo highly favoured, had ſo 
e J inconſiderable a Name as mine 
1 never reach'd your Grace's Ear, I 
J muſt, nevertheleſs, have rejoiced 

in common with all, who have the 

Honour or the Good of their 
> | Country at Heart, that there is 
ſtill a living, and moſt illuſtrious 

Proof, the Britiſs Hoſpitality, Mag- 
> } nanimity, and true Greatneſs of 
1 A3 Soul 
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Soul are not fiftitious Charaters; 1 
and that when Strangers read the 
Annals of our former Times, in 
which your Grace's Anceſtors had 
fach glorious Parts, they will be 
convinced by the preſent, that all 
the Wonders recorded of the paſt | 
great Dukes of Somerſer ſtood in 
need of no Addition to the 
Truth. 


In contemplating the at once | 
awful and amiable Character of 
your Grace, we are inſenſibly led 
back to that Source whence our 
| preſent Happineks is derived; There, | 
as | 


DEDICATION. 

ua far as Hiſtory can inform us, 
7 or Tradition deliver down, we find 
Heroes on Heroes, Patriots on Pa- 
7 zriots riſe, in an Immenſity of pure 
and uninterrupted Glory; as tho 
Virtue but viſited other Families, 
and choſe wholly to reſide in that. 


of che illuſtrious Seymour 


How near of Kin to Heaven 
are the Great, when the higheſt 
Titles can add no Dignity to na- 
tive Worth ! when the Homage 
paid by the inferior World is not 
owing to what the Prince has con- 
fecr'd' on them, but to an innate 
Grandeur 
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Grandeur born with them, and: 
which neither Power nor Fortune 
can deprive them of ! It was for 
this, my ever honoured Lord, that 
ſo many of your Grace's Progeni- 
tors were thought worthy of mix- | 
ing with the Blood Royal ; for 
this, that the Widow of the farſt | 
Engliſh King who ever had Cou- 
rage to throw off the Roman Yoke, 
and ſtile himſelf Supreme Head of 
the Church, could find no Object 
but a. Seymour worthy to ſucceed 
ſo great a Monarch in her Heart 
and Bed; and it is for This Your | 

Grace is ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſir d, 


1 DEDICATION. 
and which would perpetuate your 


Name, even ſhould there Ever come 


ra Time in which all Deference paid 


to Blood ſhould be forgot. 


But whither would Reflexion 
bear me! I am unawares lanch d 
into a boundleſs Sea, where to pro- 
ceed I muſt be loſt : To deſcribe 
your Grace's Virtues, either in pub- 
lick or private Life, did a ſecond 
Homer live, would be a Task to 
which, perhaps, even his Genius 
would be found unequal : Let me 
then remember what I am, and 


conſcious Inability reſtrain me from 


any 


DEDICATION. 
any Endeavours to purſue what is | 
ſo infinitely beyond my Reach. 
This only I may be permitted to 


ſay, That they are ſuch, ſo univet- 


ally allowed, that had an Elective 
Kingdom, where Merit only con- | 
ſtitutes the Monarch, claim'd the 
Honour of your Grace's Birth, the 
Land would have known no Poli 


Devaſtation, the Subject: no Divi- 
ſion among themſelves, nor Strife, 
but to outyye each other in teſti y- 
ing their Submiſſlon to one ſo 
form'd to govern and protect, to 
be revered and loved, 


With 
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With cheſe Sentiments, and the 
7 moſt profound Duty, Gratitude, 
and Veneration, humbly imploring 
che Continuance of your Grace's 
Favour, I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


May is pleaſe your Grace, 


Tour Grace's 


Eternally obliged, 


I? 


Obedient, and 


Ta 
FRO 


Faithfully devoted Seruamt, 


Cs 


Eliza Haywood. 
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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


E T us quit the ſerious, faid one Day 
MR Clemena to Urania, let us trifle away 
Tm ne is rolling Sot30'"' little 
re with Morality makes us return 
to it with double Pleaſure. I conſent, 
replied her Friend ; the Propoſal is exactly according 
N to my own Taſte. Begin, you are doubtleſs furniſhed 
Jvith a good Number, ſince you ſpeak ſo boldly. Per- 
haps ſo, reſumed Celemena ſmiling, but firft we'muſt 
agree on what we are to do: when I talk of telling 
ies, I mean they ſhall be diverting Novels, which 
have in them the Galant, the Tender, and the 
pmick, and above all that the Facts ſhall either be 
lireftly True, or have ſo great a reſemblance of Truth, 
not to be diſtinguiſhed from it ; and that when our 
ſemory does not ſupply us with ſuch, we ſhall have 
courſe to Invention. 
There is nothing impoſſible in all this, replied 
rania; I accept the Conditions, and add that of 
Vor. I, B bani- 


4 
11 
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hapiſhing from amang us. all forts of Compliments; 1 
am for uſing po other Ceremony than when one has 
The whole Company which was very numerous and 
all of them fprightly and ingenious, ſound this Idea | 
ſo agreeable to their Humours that they readily con- 
tributed to it; and each having promiſed to perform 
their Part, it was reſolved- that inſtead of interroga- 
ting each other on the ſlate of their Health, or 
withing a good Morrow or good Night, they ſhould 
ſpeak, nothing but Novels ; that no difiezence of Rank 
ſhould be obſerved among them, but that he, or the 
who was recounting, ſhould be liſtned to with the ut- 
matt Attention ; and thas all the others ſhould. ſucceed. 
without Interruption, or Remarks, or Praiſes on what 
had been faid. All theſe Articles were punQually 
executed.; and for the greater Conformity with their 
Inzentions, the Novels are here ſet down without any 
Aber arder chan marking their Number and their 
Tide. Neither is there any need of meutioning by 
informed by the Contract made among them, that 
every. one ſpaks in their turn. 
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NOVEL I. 
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GENTLEMAN of Nane in 


> ther of five Sens; all whom he had E- 
BAY ducated with extreme Care, notwith- 
&* ſtanding he had u more than a mode- 
rate Fortune. The foar eldeſt having Genius's which 
inclined them to Military Aﬀairs, went into the Ser- 
vice, and did too much Honour to their Family, for 
their Father to repent he had given them Being: But 
as in large Families we ſhall ordinarily find Cha- 
racters vaſtly different from each other ; the youngeit 
of theſe Sons, called Cleontes, caus'd more Grief to 
L;fimond than his four Brothers did Satisfaction 
This young Gentleman joined to one of the moſt 
agreeable Perſons in the World Inclinations wholly 
unworthy of his Birth or Education, and tended ta ne 
leſs than bringing him to the moſt ignominious Death: 
in a word, Theſt was the reigning Paſſion of his Soul ;- 
whether it was the ill Aſpe@ of thoſe Stars which poor 
B 2 ſided 


4 The Amorous Thief. 
ſided at his Nativity, which rendered him naturally 
prone to this Vice, or whether his Father having ex- 
hauſted too much of his Subſtance for the Settlement 
of his other Sons, had left him not in a Condition to 
furniſh this with every thing he wiſhed, is uncertain; 
but ſcarce a Day paſſed over, from his beginning to at- 
tain to Reaſon, in which he did not take ſomething 
either from Children of his own Age who were par- 
takers of his juvenile Diverſions, or from the Compa- 
nies into which his Father frequently carried him. 
As theſe little Thefts were not always accompanied 
with Cunning, he was often enough ſurpriſed in them 
to make Ly/imend know how neceſſary it was that he 
ſhou'd carly correct in him this dangerous Propenſity. 
The unhappy Father neglected not to give him thoſe 
Chaſtiſements ſuitable to his Age, and when he arrived 
at Years of more Diſcretion remonſtrated to kim the 
meanneſs of the Vice to which he was addicted: and 
ſet before his Eyes the Examples of thoſe Wretches, 
whoſe Inclinations to it had occaſioned their Lives to 
be cut ſhort by the moſt terrible and ſhameful Tor- 
cures. 
_ Cleontes appeared very much touched with theſe 
Converſations : he demanded Pardon of his Father, 
and promis d never to be guilty any more of a fault, 
into which, he ſaid, the Imprudence incident to Youth 
alone had led him. Lyfmond charmed with this Reſo- 
lation embraced him tenderly, and aſſured him that 
he wou'd ſpare nothing to put him in the ſame Rank 
with his Brothers, and that he might expect all he 
cou'd deſire from the Aſſection of him and them, if he 
ſhewed himſelf worthy of belonging to them. This 
prudent 


rn 


el 
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prudent Diſcourſe produced for ſome time all the Ef- 
feſt it was intended for: Cleontes fo well firuggled 


$ wich his Inclination, that in ſpite of ſeveral Tempta- 


tions his Father laid in his way, as Trials of hi 
Integrity, he remained unſhaken. 

Ly/fimond was now perſuaded that his Son had all 
the Senſe of Honour and Reputation that he wiſh'd 
bim to have, and therefore concealed from his Bro- 
thers the Fears he had been in on his Account ; to 
the end that no unguarded Words, or thoſe little 
Ralleries, ordinary among Kindred, ſhou'd remind him 


of what he wou'd have him ever forgetful of To 


confirm the Hopes this tender Father now entertained, 
lm found Cleontes was poſſeſt of a Paſſion which 
rarely inſpires any but generous Actions; the young 
and beautiful Beli/a, the Daughter of one of his 
moſt intimate Friends had found the way to reach 
his Heart, in ſuch a manner as to become the intire 


Miſtreſs of his Deſires. Lyimond keeping fill a watch- 


= ful Eye over his Behaviour, beheld this Attachment 


with plcaſure, and the more ſo becauſe he doubted 
not but Derimond the Father of Beliſa, who was very 
rich, but of a Birth inferior to his own, wou'd 


X readily conſent to an Alliance, which wou'd give his 
Daughter a greater precedence than ſhe cou'd expect. 


He took no notice however of the Obſervations he 
had made, well knowing that Love becomes more 


+ ſtrong, the more it is kept ſecret, and was willing to 
encourage a Paſſion which he imagined wou'd intirely 


eraſe all others from his Mind. 
Cleontes was handſom, well-ſhaped, had a great 


deal of Wit, and an engaging manner of Addreſs, - 
N B 3 and 
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and the Deſires with which he was inflamed, adding 
to thoſe Charms he had received from Nature, he 
ſighed not long without rendring the young Bf 
ſenfible of his Paſhon ; who reflecting on the Advan- 
tages of matching into the Family of Ly/imend, ſtrug- 
gled not with the Inclination ſhe had for him, and 
very frankly let him know that ſhe wou'd readily 
obey the Commands of her Father if given in his 
Favour. Clentes tranſported with Joy at this Decla- 
ration, waited only for a favourable moment to ac- 
quaint his Father with the whole matter, and intreat 
him to propoſe it to Dorimond. But while he was 
thinking what meaſures to take with Ly/imond, the 
Father of Beli/a- had Intentious very different: This 
wary old Gentleman was not to be dazled with the 
Pomp of Eſcutcheonry ; a ſolid Fortune appeared to 
him preferable to the greateſt Name without Riches 
to ſupport it; and acting on this Principle, he reſolved 
to give his Daughter a Husband no leſs wealthy 
than herſelf: Not that he was enough blinded by his 
Avarice, to ſuppoſe in the gratification of that Paſſion 
was every thing included. The good Qualities of the 
Mind were what he equally deſired in a Son in-law, 


and as he was ever anxious for the Happineſs of his 


Daughter, among all his Acquaintance made choice 
of Clidamant, the only Son of a rich Merehant, in 
whom he found whatever he thought neceſſary to 
complete the well-being of that young Maid. 

This young Cavalier came to Rennes on ſome Zu- 
fineſs of his Fathers, who had his ordinary Reſidence 
at St. Malt; on his Arrival he addreſſed himſelf to 
Derimond being an ancient Friend of the Family ; he 

lodged 


on 
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WF 1>4ged in his Houſe, and was treated by him like his 
To fee Nele, and to love her were the ſame to 
X Clidamant; and as he knew the zmiry between his 
EZ Father and Dorimond, that their Fortunes were pretty 
equal, and had no reaſon to doubt of his Conſent. 
he endeavoured not to conceal his Paſſion either 
from the one or the other, and applied himſelf only 
to what he thought wou'd render him moſt agrecable 
to them. 

He was certainly poſſeſſed of all that cou'd render 
1 Man amiable in the Eye of a Woman of Under- 
fanding ; and if he was not altogether ſo handſom 
as the Son of Lyſimend, he had a moch let tare 
of Vanity: He had alſo Honour, good Senfe, Sweets 
neſs of Diſpoſition, and knew perfeAly well, when 
and to whom his ReſpeQs were due ; but, in ſpite of 
all theſe Accompliſhments, Beiſa was wholly inſen- 
Able in his Company, and knew not what it was te 
be pleaſed except in that of Cleontes, A Lover whe 
kads himſelf diſdained, without being conſcious of 
any Inequality to merit it, will naturally be curious 
in diſcovering the Cauſe; and Jealouſy ordinarily 
rendring him more quick-fighted than others lei 
intereſted, Cidamant in u ſhort time found out that 
Chontes was the only Obſtacle to his Happinefs. 
Full of youthful Bravery, in his firſt Emotions, hs 
thought himſelf obliged to prove by force of Anas 
which was moſt worthy of Bel bat then tefleQing 
that he had no right over the Heart of that beauti- 
ful Maid, and as Dorimend was yet ignorant of his 
Love, he con'd not in juſtice attack « Perſon who 
34 had 
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had the ſame Liberty as himſelf to pretend to her, 
He grew more cool ; and reſolved to take other Mea © 


8 


ſures to teſtify his Affection than ſuch as wou'd be a 
prejudice to her Glory: with this deſign he went to 
ſpeak to Dorimond, and to omit nothing that he 
thought might engage him to prefer him to Cie- 
enter. | 
Dorimend was alone in his Cloſet when the paſſio- 
nate Clidamant accoſted him, and uſing his utmoſt 
Efforts to diffipate a Timidity which is almoſt inſepa- 
rable from theſe occaſions; a violent Love always be- 
getting an adequate proportion of Fear, he declared 
his Sentiments in a manner ſo touching, as might have 
won on a Heart leſs diſpoſed to favour him than 
that of the Father of Beli/a. He was tranſported with 
Joy at the firſt Offer he made, and cou'd ſcarce re- 
frain from interrupting him with an aſſurance of his 
readineſs to grant whatever he asked ; but as ſoon as 
he had given over, I am charmed, my dear Clida- 
mant, ſaid he, tenderly embracing him, to find your 
Inclinations ſo agreeable to thoſe of your Father and 
my own. ——- This is an Affair has been concluded 
berween us, and I was thinking to make you the 
Propoſal when you fo happily prevented me; there- 
fore ſince you love my Daughter depend on the 
Promiſe I make you of being her Husband within 
fifteen Days; all that ſurpriſes me is the fears you 
| manifeſted in this Demand, ſince you cannot be igno- 
rant of the great Eſteem I have for all your Family, 
and yourſelf in particular. 
Clidamant wou'd have fallen at his feet to thank him 
for this Goodneſs, but the other would not ſuffer it, and 
this 


"i 
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ens happy Lover then confefs'd, that the Timidity he 


1 — in him, wes produced by the Apprehen- 
bons that his word might be already given to another. 


The Paſſion of Cleontes, ſaid he, his Family, and per- 
ſonal Merit, gave me ſome cauſe to believe he had your 
Conſent for his Addreſſes to your lovely Daughter. Mow, 
interrupted Dorimond, the Paſſion of Clzonte: ? baniſh 
ſuch an Imagination from your Mind: C/contes is a 
young Cavalier, whoſe Father is one of my Friends in- 
deed, but he thinks not of Beli/a, at leaſt that ever I 
knew ; and I hope ſhe is not capable of receiving a De- 
claration of that nature from any Perſon without my 
Permiſſion — But I will be certain of it, continued he, 
with ſome warmth; I will go this moment and ac- 
quaint her with what I have reſolved for her, and you 
ſhall ſoon be witneſs what Effefis your Merit and her 
Obedience to my Commands will produce. 
With theſe words he roſe up to go to the Apartment 
of Belija ; but as he quitted the Room, turning to C/i- 
damant, My dear Clidamant, added he, let no Suſpici- 
ons of this kind perplex you ——< My Daughter is pru- 

dent, and I am abſolute Maſter of my Family. 
Belija was a little ſurpriſed to ſee her Father come ſo 
early into her Chamber, ſhe being not yet quite drefled ; 
however he bid the Maids, that waited on her, with. 
draw: And having made her a Detail of his great Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and the Riches he had amaſs'd, of which one 
day ſhe would be the Miſtreſs ; he told her that as Life 
was uncertain, and he knew not how ſoon ſhe might 
be deprived of a Father, he had provided her a ſure 
Protector in a Husband ; and becauſe he would lay no 
conſtraint on her Inclinations, had made choice of a 
B 5 Perſon 
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Perſon whom ſhe could not but approve : When I tell 
you, faid he, that he is every way worthy of my Ef- 
teem and your Love, I think there is no neceffity to 
name Clidamant. 

At the Name of C/idamant ſhe chang'd Colour, and 
throwing her ſelf on her knees, could anly anſwer 
for ſome moments in a torrent of Tears ; but forcing 
her ſelf to ſpeak, ſhe begg'd he would not think of 
marrying her ſo ſoon : She repreſented to him that ſhe 
was yet young; that in time, perhaps, a more advan- 
tageous Offer than Clidamant might be made to ber: 
and then confeſſed that ſhe felt not the leaſt Inclination 
for that Gentleman. This Diſcourſe ſo little expected 
by Derimend, joined to what had been ſaid to him by 
Clidamant, opened his Eyes, and having put him into 
an extreme Rage, he told Beli/a that he would be obey'd, 
that he was too well acquainted with the Motive of her 
Refuſal, and would take meaſures accordingly. He went 
ont that moment, and left her a Prey to her Griefs. 
In his paſſage through a Gallery, he met Cliidamant» 
who waited to fee him after this Interview with all the 
Impatience of a Man, that truly loves and dreads the 
Contempt of the adored Object. My Daughter is in- 
ſenſible, ſaid the angry Dorimond, but do not you be dif- 
turbed—— the Promiſe I have made you ſhall be ſacred. 
Theſe Words pierced the devoted Clidamant to the very 
Soul : He had not power to inquire into the particulars. 
of his Misſortune, nor to ask Ni whicher he was 
going ; who without ſaying any thing more went di- 
rely to the Houſe of Lyfmerd, whom he found fall of 
Jey for the Arrival of bis Sens, who had obtained Per- 
miſſon to come aud paſs ſome days with him. Dori. 


mond 
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n congratulated him on their Preſence, and the good 
Character he had heard of them, and after many Civi- 
lities had paſſed between them, As I look on you, faid 
he to Ly/imond, ns one of my beſt Friends, I could noe 
defer acquainting you, that I an about diſpoling Of my 
Daughter ; that my word is given to Clidamant, A 
the Nuptials are to be celebrated in a few Days : But az 
young Men are generally impatient on every thing that 
ſeems to touch their Honour, I would intreat you for 
ſome time to put a ſtop to the frequent Viſits of yout 
Son Center; not that I think there is any real cauſe 
fot ſuſpicion on his account, but as I think it beſt to give 


10 room for Diſorders, which often happen in Families 


when leaſt expected, and might have been prevented by 
a timely Precaution. 

Lyſmond heard this Diſcourſe with ſome Concern ; but 
as be knew the humour of Do, and that there wal 
ho longer any hope for his Son, and that he had alſo re- 
ceived ſome Obligations from this Gentleman, would 
ſeem to take no Umbrage at this Requeſt, and aſſur ed 
him that Center ſhould never give any Incerruption to 
their Satisfaction. The Father of Bliſs, extremely 
pleaſed with his Succeſs in fo delicate a point, made © 
thouſand Proteſtations of Good-will ts LAH, and tis 
Sons, and aſſured them that nothing for their Advance- 
ment in the World ſhould be waning, that depended 
on him. 

As they knew he was not # Man accuſtomed 6 pio- 
miſc more than he would perform, and had proved that 
his Intereſt was of no ſmall ſerviceio thoſe he pleaſed to 
eſpouſe, they replied to his Compliments with the u- 
moſt Gratitude, and intreated he would be ſo good as 

w 


\ 
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to aſſure Clidamant of their Eſteem, This Viſit being 
paſt in all imaginable Demonſtrations of a reciprocal 
Amity, Dorimond returned home with a Mind more at 
eaſe than at his leaving his Houſe ; he was perſuaded 
that when his Daughter ſhould ſee C/rontes no more, 
her Eyes would have leiſure to examine the Merits of 
. Clidamant, Reſolving however to leave nothing to 
Chance, he called to him a Woman , who had the whole 
Care of Beliſa ſince the Death of her Mother, and ſerv- 
ed her in the place of a Governeſs ; as he knew her 
#0 be a Perſon of great Prudence, he diſcovered to her 
the Diſpleaſure he had conceived on the ſcore of Cleon. 


: This Woman, who was too wiſe and too auſtere for 


a Confident in ſuch an Affair, had not been truſted by 
her young Lady with the ſecret of her Paſſion, and was 
extremely amazed when Dorimond made mention of his 
Suſpicions ; ſhe promiſed however to neglet nothing 
that might diſcover the whole Truth, and aſſured him 
that ſhe would have ſo watchful an eye over her, that 
nothing ſhould paſs without her being informed of it. 
I have taken ſuch meaſures, ſaid he, that Cliontes will 
come no more to viſit her ; but in caſe he ſhould attempt 
to ſee Bellſa in private, either by her Conſent, or his 
own Impatience, I charge you to keep fo ſtrict a guard 
overall her Motions, that I may be advertiſed of it. 

The Geverneſs aſſured him nothing on her part 
ſhould be wanting, and departed for the fulfilling her 
Directions. Chdamant on the other fide, half diſtrac- 
ted with Grief and Jealouſy, could not fatisfy himſelf 
without obliging Conte: to meet him, Sword in hand. 
While he was forming this Deſign, and contriving 
how to bring it about in ſuch a manner as not to 
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The Amorous Thief. 13 
Dorimend, the young Beliſa too much prepoſ- 
{6d in favour of the Son of Lyſmend, defired the A- 
ſtance of a young Woman that waited on her, and that 
knew the ſecret of her Heart, to let him know what 
had happened : This Maid touched with the Tears of 
ber beautiful Miſtreſs, ſuffered her ſelf to be prevailed. 
with to carry a Letter to her dearly beloved. Cleontes : 
For this end ſhe went out early in the Morning, and 
waited at the Corner of a Street which was little 
frequented, juſt oppoſite to the Houſe of Lyſmond, 
whence ſhe could perceive whoever came in or out. 
But for the diſcovery of this Plot, the Governels"of 
Beliſa, who had perceived ſhe had been talking a long 
time to Janette, for fo this Girl was called ; and ſee- 
ing her go out, followed her at fuch a diſtance as 
not to be diſtinguiſhed by her. Finding ſhe at laſt 
ſtood ſlill as if expecting ſomebody, the did the ame, 
and preſently after, Clcontes appearing, ſaw her run 
haſtily towards him and deliver a Letter: they alfa 
talked together ſome moments, but was too far to 
be able to judge what it was they ſaid ; however, 
ſhe had ſeen enough to comprehend the reſt, and as 
ſoon as Clrontes was departed, ran as it were in the ut. 
moſt Hurry, and ſeemingly out of breath to the Place 
which 7anetta was juſt about to quit. > 
I have been ſearching you every where, ſaid ſhe, when 
ſhe came up to her ; Be/i/aſent me to charge you not 
to deliver the Letter to Cleontes, till ſhe has added 
ſomething which is of the utmoſt Conſequence to him. 
The Maid not doubting, by this Meſſage, but the Go- 
verneſs was in the ſecret, anſwered that it was now too 
late, ſhe had given him the Letter, and that he would 
no 
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not fail to come according to her Appointment, at ten 
o'clock at Night to the Parlour-door that opened into 


the Garden. Theſe Words gave the moſt ſenſible Con- 


cern to the Governeſs ; an Aſſignation of ſuch a nature 
was an Alarm to her Virtue, and not being accuſto- 
med to diſguiſe her Thoughts, What, Tanetta, cried 
ſhe, haſtily, have you the boldneſs to ſerve Be/i/a in En · 
terprixes of this nature, and not acquaint me with it ? 
But know that Dorimond is not ignorant of his Daugh- 
ter's Folly, and you are undone if you conceal from him 
any particular of this Adventure. 

Fanetia conſuſed to the laft degree to have been ſo 
grolly deceived, and trembling at the Menaces of the 
Governeſa, confeſſed that it was ſeveral Months fince 
ſhe bad known the Attachment which Chentes and 
Beli/a bad one for the other, but that ſhe had believed 
it an Alliance which might have been accompliſhed, 
and therefore flattered her ſelſ that ſhe was guilty of no 
Crime ; at the fame time proteſled that this was the 
firſt time Be/ifa had ever wrote to him, and that they ne- 
ver had any Mectings but before her. The Governels 4 
little more aſſured by the Oaths the exaticd from this 
Maid, promiſed w obtain Pardon for ber Imptudence, 
on condition ſhe would never undertake the like Com- 
miſſions, and that ſhe ſhould go with her, and render 
Dorimond a faithful Account of that ſhe was about to 
execute. The poor Girl, not having it in her powes ts 
do otherviſe, readily coalemed, and thought her cl 
happy even in coming off ſo well. 

Then they returned home, bat ſeparately, to prevent 
Bela from ſuſpectinz any thing, and being rejoin's, 
went together and declared the whole Affair to Dori. 

mon d. 


. ta the fr Tranſports of his Rage, be thought 
of nothing lefs than ſurpriſing Clcontes with his Daugh- 


| oaly Child, at length prevailed with him to grow more 


The Amorons Thief. 


oF 


ter, and killing them both: But the wiſe Remonſtrances 


of the Governe$s, the Conſideration of incurring the Cen- 
ſure of the Law, and his own natural Affection for an 


calm. He reſolved, however, to find out the bottom of 
this Intrigue, that he might be the better able to judge 
what meafores he ought to take: For this purpoſe, he 
forbad JF anetta on pain of the ſevereſt Puniſhments to 
take any notice to Beli/a of what had paſt between her 
and the Governeſs or himſelf, and to deliver to her 
the Anſwer of Cleontes as ſhe received it from his mouth ; 
that he ſhould alſo introduce him at the Garden door, 
and teſtify nothing either by Word or Geſture of the ſe- 
cret of their Love being diſcovered ; all which ſhe cook 
the moſt ſolemn Oath to perform. 
Having given theſe neceſſary Orders to Tanerra, 
he deſigned to conceal himſelf in a little Cloſet in the 
Parlour where they were to meet, and of which he had 
the Key: This Cabinet afforded him alſo the Convenience 
of ſeeing as well as hearing every thing that was done 
through a little Lattice which was over the Door, and was 
ſo concealed by a Cornice that hung, as it were, over 
it, that whoever was in the Parlour could not diſtin- 
gviſh him, tho he had the full Command of all below. 
While the angry Father of Be/i/a was laying theſe 
Schemes, Chdamant, wholly taken up with the Reſo- 
lation of obliging his Rival to yield either Ris Preteuſi- 
ons or his Life, was gone out in ſearch of him; but not 
thinking it proper to go to the Houſe of Hen on 
luch an errand, and not being able to find him in 
any 
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any of thoſe places he had heard he was uſed to fre- 
quent, he returned home ſullen and diſcontented : B.- 
liſa, whole Thoughts were wholly taken up with her 
Aibgnation, was not leſs filent, and Dorimond agitated. | 
by Impatience and Uncertainty, was in no better a hu- 
mour than the others : The little pleaſure they took in 
Converſation, joined to the Employments they all had in 
hand, made them. to ſeparate early ; C/idamant that he 
might go to bed, in order toriſe by. Day-break to ſeek 
Cleontes ; Dorimond to go to conceal himſelf ; and Beli-- 
Ja to prepare for the Entrance of her Lover ; they 
therefore ſupp d with little Ceremony, and took leave 
ſoon aſter. 

Clidamant went to his own Apartment, Dorimond t9 
the Cloſet behind the Parlour, and Beli/a thinking her 
Father was in bed, would go her ſelf. with Janeita to 
the Garden door, which having unlock'd ſoftly they 
leſt in ſuch a. manner as the ſmalleſt touch would open 
it, and then returned to expect Claontes in the Parlour ;, 
but Janetta quitting her Miſtreſs under pretence of 
ſtanding Centinel in the Garden, Be/i/a remained there 
times about the Room, teſtifying by her Geſtures the 
utmoſt Impatience that her Lover was not arrived : At 
laſt, growing weary ſhe threw her ſelf down in an El- 
bow. Chair juſt oppoſite to the place where her Father | 
food, and curiouſly obſerved all her Motions ; two large | 
Tapers were burning on the Table near her, but as 
ſhe was not accuſtomed to ſit up fo late, the Solitude 
and Silence of the Night, and her Eye-lids heavy with 
much weeping, cloſed themſelves without her deſigning 
it, and ſhe fell into à profound Sleep. 


Aſter 
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After Cleontes had received the Letter of Beliſa, he 
returned home in a mortal Inquietude to find that fome- 
thing had happen'd to oblige her to ſee him at fo im- 
proper an Hour, a Favour which the never before had 
permitted ; but he no ſooner ſaw his Father and Bro- 
thers than be knew the Cauſe of this Appointment ; 
they informing him of the Viſit of Dorimond, the Re- 
queſt he had made, and the Marriage of Beli/a. 

His Grief was ſo exceſſive at this News, that except 
laying violent hands on his own Life, his Deſpair could 
be no farther extended ; he conſeſe d to his Father the 
Love he had for Beli/a, and that he deligned to have 
acquainted him with it, but fince Clidamant had pre- 
vented him with Dorimend, there was nothing upon 
Earth capable of giving him Conſolation for ſo great a 
Los. 


Lyſimond replied gravely, that if Dorimond had ap- 
proved his Paſſion he ſhould have readily conſented 3 


but that it would now be altogether vain to make any 
propoſal of that nature, becauſe he well ſaw his Friend 
was already determined in favour of C/idamant : He 
added alſo, that he muſt endeavour to forget Beliſa, 
and teſtify before her Father and all the Warld as great 
an Indifference for that Lady as if he never had enter- 
tained any Thoughts of her. A Gentleman of your 
Age, ſaid he, ought never to give yourſelf up ſo much 
to the Force of Paſſion, but that you might be able ta 
ſhake it off when any Conſideration of Honour or of 
Fortune demands it : But however that may be, I com- 
mand you never to ſet your Foot in the Houſe of Dori- 
mond, till his Daughter ſhould have quitted it with her 


di cuſe. 
Ly/imond 
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Ion uttered theſe Words with ſo much Authori- 
ty, that C/eontes durſt not contradict him, and beſides 
wes willing to wait the Decifion of his Interview with 
Beli/a before he reſolved on any thing. He therefore 
made no Reply to his Father, but after a low Bow re- 
fired to his Apartment; where having (hut himſelf in, 
he delivered up his whole Soul to the Force of his 
 Griefs, which was the Cauſe that Clidamant was all 
that Day diſappointed in his Expectations of meeting 
him. The Hour of Supper being arrived, his Father 
ſent to command him to pay that Complaifance to his 
Brothers as to accompany them: He obey'd the better 
to conceal what he had in hand ; but his Brothers wil- 
ung to diffipate the Trouble they faw him in, detained 
him at Table much longer than uſual ; and as he could 
not break from them without giving ſome Suſpicion of 
che Cauſe, it was Eleven & Clock when they parted. 
The impatient Lover no ſooner found himſelf at Li- 
berty than he ſtole ſoftly out of the Houſe, and went to 
the Garden of Bee. where finding the Door open ac- 
cording to her Promiſe, he paſſed through, and came 
directly to the Parlour. 
| Boliſa was ſtill in the ſweeteſt Sleep imaginable, and 
it ſeemed as if her good Angel bad laid his Hand up- 
on her Eyes, or locked het Senſes in ſome ſupernatural 
Charm, that ſhe not awake elther with her Lovers En- 
trance, hor what after he did to her. Clunte: ap- 
proached her, and fell un his Knees at her Feet in a 


profound Silence, regarding the thouſand Beauties which 


offered themſelves to his View while their lovely Owner 
remained in this Poſture. She was not more that ſix- 
teen Years old, had the molt regular Features, and de- 
1 
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licate Complexion in the World ; ber Hands, her 
Arms, and all her Limbs were admirabty proportioned, 
and as white as Ivory : Her Hair was between a brown 
and fair, and hung in careleß Ringle on her Neck, 
and down to her Boſom: In fine, ſhe appeared i per- 
ſeft in every thing that can be called truly lovely, that 
as ſhe ſlept, ſhe rather ſeemed the Work of Art than Na- 
ture, and you would have taken her rather for the Image 
of a Jeu than a living mortal Woman. Who would 
then have thought ſuch Charms ſhould have been ſa- 
crinced to Deſires the moſt oppolite that can be to thoſe 
of Love, or that the Paſſion of Contes ſhould find = 
Grave where it ought to have fixed its Throne! 

ler Hair concealing too much of her Neck, he 
\cntared (0 pull it gencly back, chat he might feaſt his 
Eyes with the whole Beautics of her naked Boſom ; but 
to his great Misfortune, a Charm of a quite different 
Nature now firuck on his refiftleſs Heart: Beli had 
on her Neck that Evening a String of Pearls the largeſt 
and moſt Orient he had ever ſeen : his Countenance 
changed at ſight of them: thoſe tender Fires which ſo 
lately had ſparkled in his Eyes were now extinguiſhed 
in a Moment, and in their room a kind of fearful Ea- 
gerneſs ſucceeded : No more the thouſand Graces which 
play'd about Bei Mouth, her dimpled Roſy Cheeks, 
her Alabaſter Hands invited him to taſte their Sweets ; 
the Pearl now took up all his Soul, nor had be left ons 
Wiſh for any other Object: He made a tour round the 
Parlour to be certain if he was alone, and finding he 
was ſo, ſhut the Door without making the leaſt Noiſe, 
and then returned to the ſtill ſleeping Maid. He re- 
moved the Tapers to try if her Slumber was found, and 
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being aſſured that it was, he untied the Necklace with 
ſo much Delicacy, that ſhe awoke not with his Touch. 
Then holding between his Hands the new Object of 
his Paſſion, how much a Fool ſhould I be, ſaid he to 
himſelf, if I ſhould deſpair for the Loſs of a Miſtreſs 
when I fo well know how to conſole myſelf : Indeed, 
if Beli/a was independent, and had her Fortune at her 
own Diſpoſal, it would be a very great Misfortune to 
ſee her in the Arms of another ; but ſince that cannot 
be, 'tis reaſonable I take what remedy I can; and tho” 
ſhe ſhould tell me that ſhe would do all ſhe could to- 
break off her Marriage with Clidamant, what would it 
avail ? She might weep, I might grieve, and all our 
Fears and Sighs would be of no Signification 
Is it not better then, continued he, counting the Pearls, 
that I do not add to her Affliction by my Preſence, and 
my Regrets, and diſſipate all that remains in me of 
Sorrow by making uſe of this Opportunity which my 
good Fortune preſents me — The Value of theſe Pearls 
may contribute to my Advancement in the World —— 
No body ſaw me enter, and I may go out with the- 
ſame Secrecy; and when Beli/a wakes, finding me not 
here, ſhe will eaſily believe ſome Accident prevented 
my coming; and as the Garden-Door has remain d fo 
long open, will ſuppoſe ſome other Perſon entered and 
ſtole her Neclclace, the Loſs of which ſhe will not dare 
to mention, through Fear of diſcovering the Appoint- 
ment ſhe made with me. Contes reaſoned thus with 
himſelf in a very low Voice, yet loud enough for De- 
rimond, who was near him to diſtinguiſh every Word. 
Never was Surpriſe equal to that of his to ſee ſo- 


much Love, as Cliontes at his Entrance appeared po. 
ſeſled. 
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ſeſſed of, vaniſh fo ſuddenly ; and could net compre- 
hend, how a Man born of an illuſtrious Race, and edu- 
cated in the ſame Principles, could give way to ſuch an 
Eagerneſs of Gain, as ſooner or later is ſure to be at- 
tended with Diſgrace, and the loweſt Contempt; but 
as he had concealed himſelf to know by what means 
Cleontes had ſeduced the Heart of his Daughter, and 
not to be a Witneſs of his robbing her, the Rarity of 
the Fact calmed all the Agitations he had been in, and 
the Return of his Tranquillity redoubling his Curioſi- 
ty, he reſolved to ſee the End of this Scene before he 
called any of the Family ; pleaſing himſelf, that he had 
now an aſſured means to cure Be/iſa of all the Tender- 
neſs ſhe had for ſuch a Lover. 

Our amorous Thief, after the Reflexions already re- 
cited, was turning toward the Door with the Necklace 
in his Hand, when he ſtopp'd on a ſudden, a new 
Thought juſt then arifing in his Mind: But if Bela, 
ſaid he, ſhould be indiſcreet enough to confeſs all, and 
the Suſpicion ſhould fall upon me before I have time 
to conceal my Theft, and it ſhould be found upon me 
were utterly undone. With theſe Words he fighed, 
and ſhook his Head, as if repenting of his guilty En- 
terpriſe ; but after a little Pauſe, he aſſumed more Re- 
ſolution, and coming back to the Table broke the String 
which held the Pearls, and taking them up one by one, 
put them into his Mouth, and ſwallowed them regu- 
larly to the great Aſtoniſhment of Dorimond, who ima- 
gined himſelf as much aſleep as his Daughter, and that 
all he ſaw was no other than a Dream. 

| After Cheater had taken all dg rich Pills,” with 
this Precaution, faid he, I defy all their Accuſations: 
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and if Darimaad and his Daughter ſhould take it in 


' their Heads to ſulpet me, and make any Noile of the 


Affair, what I have done will put me in à condition 
to make them pay dearly for the Scandal they ſhall 
throw upon me. Then going out of the Parlour as 
ſoftly as he could, he ran to the Garden-Door, but 
found it faſt ſhut, Janetia having quitted her Miſtreſs 
with that deſign. Conte: was extremely ſurpriſed at 
this unexpected Impediment, and was making uſe of 
his utmoſt Efforts to get it opened, when he heard a 
great Cry throughout the Houſe of Thiewes ! Thieves ! 
Thieves! and immediately found himſelf encompaſſed 
by a great Number of Men and Women, among whom 


were Dorimond and Clidamant, this latter having been 


waked by the Noiſe. Beh/a alſo ſtarting from her 


Slumber with this Hurly-burly, no ſooner recovered 


her Faculties than ſhe miſſed her Necklace, and the Out- 
cry of Thieves, Thieves, which every where reſounded, 
making her- imagine ſome Villain had taken the Op- 
portunity of the Garden-Door being left open, and en- 
tered inſtead of Clontes; ſhe took up a Candle in her 
Hand, and having invented an Excuſe for being out of 
Bed ſo late, ran into the Garden crying as loud as any 
of them, Thieves! Thieves / where are the Thieves ? But 
how great was her Confuſion, her Shock, when draw- 
ing near ſhe found'it was Cliantes himſelf that her Fa- 
ther accuſed of having taken her Necklace. Fear kept 
her ſilent for ſome time; ſhe let the Candle fall from 
her Hand, and ſtood motionleſs as a Statue. Clida- 
mant, who could not penetrate into this Myſtery, and 
imagined that Love alone had conducted his Rival to 
that Place, intreated Dorimend to ſend away his People, 
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and not expoſe Cleontes to their Reflations. This was 
the firſt Moment that B. bad loaked on this young 
Gentleman with Pleaſure ; his interceading in this man- 
ner for a Perſon whe wauld have bees the Loſs of all 
bis Hopes appeared ta ber ſo truly generous and noble; 
as gained her Admiration if not her Love. Davis 
mand whoſe chick Aim wa ta make his Daughter a- 
ſhamed of the Paſſion ſhe had for Clontes, and who 
could not (wallow the Laſs of the Necklace with ſo 
much Eaſe as he had done. the Pearls, perffed in load - 
ing him with the moſt (vers Regroaches far a long time ; 
but Cliidgmant contipuiag bis Solicitations, he was at 
laſt prevailed upon to bid the Servants retire, and they 
faur only went into the Parious. 
molt qbliging Voige of Chontes, what had brought him 
to the Houſe of Nerimend at fuck an Hour, and how 
he entered: The her was preparing to. make fore 
Reply, when Bai not able ts endure be ſhenlkd un- 
dergo the Scandal ber Father rw upon him, fel at 
his ſeet, and burſting into Tears, conſeſled the fecree 
Paſſion they both had for each ether ; tald him, that 
flattering herſelf at firſt with the Hopes of his Conſens, 
and ſeeing nothing that ſhould nat render his Alliance 
ſhe had indulged his Hopes and het own In- 
clinations, but that after he had commanded her to 
give that Reception to another. which ſlus only wiſhed 
to have allowed Clizontes, ſhe had wrete to him, and 
made him an Appointment to come to the Garden» Door 
at Ten at Night, that they might conſult on what they 
had. beſt do. to change a- Reſolagion: ſe fatal to: thair 
Peace. That waiting — 
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Hour, ſhe fell aſleep, in which time doubtleſs fome 
Thief had come in and taken her Necklace; and in- 
treated her Father, that however averſe he might be 
to her Marriage with Conte, he would not charge 
him with ſo vile an Action as that he now detained 
him for. | 
Dorimond was ſo inflamed with Rage during this 
Recital, that he could ſcarce allow her Time to con- 
clude, but when ſhe had done fo, after a thouſand bitter 
Invectives againſt Children, who preſume to enter into 
ſuch Engagements without the. Permiſhon of their Pa- 
rents: What Excuſe, cry'd he, will you be able to 
make for ſo inconſiderate, ſo ill placed a Paſſion, when 
it ſhall be proved that this C/contes, this fine Gentle- 
man, this Darling of your Heart is the very Thief that 
has robb'd you of ſomething be values more than your 


Perſon? Beli/a was aſtoniſhed to hear her Father ſtill 


accuſe him, after ſhe had related the Motives of his 
coming ; but anſwered modeſtly, that ſhe could not be- 
lieve any ſuch thing, but that if it were fo, he merited 
only her Contempt. 

During all this Diſcourſe, Clontes and Clidamant 
ſaid not a Word ; but the Confuſion which was viſible 
in the Face of the former was ſufficient to prove him 
guilty, without his confefling himſelf fo ; Chdamant 
who kept his Eyes intent upon him, no longer doubted 
it, but his own Good-nature, and Conſideration for Be- 
liſa, ſurmounted all the Scorn and Hate ſo mean a 
Vice raiſed in him. I am fo deeply intereſted, faid 
he to Dorimend, in the Confeſſion your charming 
Daughter has made of preferring before me a Rival 
little worthy of Eſteem, that all kinds of Revenge 

mi 
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might be excuiable in me, and to bring this Man to 
publick Shame mighe perhaps be the leaſt another in 
my place would adviſe you wo inflift —— But, Sir, the 
Glory of Beliſa is too dear to me to permit this Ad- 
venture ſhould be made the talk of the Town. I cha- 
jure you therefore to releaſe him — never to men- 


tion the Necklace; and to | 

How, interrupted Dorimend haſtily, have I ſeen him 
commit ſuch a Robbery, and ſwallow a Necklace of 
ten thouſand Crowns, and let him go with Impunity ?— 
No, no, continued he, I am not of a Humour to loſe 
ſuch a Sum in this manner — If Ly/imond and his other 
Sons will pay me the Value, I ſhall conceal all that 
has paſt, but am otherwiſe determined to take the ut- 
moſt Rigour of the Law. After he had ſpoke theſe 
Words, he called the Governeſs of Beli/a, and ordered 
her to go to the Father of Cleontes, to make him be 
awaked, and to defire he would come with his Sons 
that Moment to him on a Buſineſs of the utmoſt Im- 
portance. 

She departed the ſame Moment, and Cleontes having 
by this time a little recovered himſelf from his firſt 
Perplexity, anſwered fiercely, that he ſhould be rejoiced 
to have his Father and his Brothers Witneſſes of the 
monſtrous Injuſtice they did him in daring to accuſe a 
Perſon of his Rank with a Crime ſo little poſũble for 
him to be guilty of That it was baſe in Do- 
rimond to make ſuch a Pretence for refuſing him his 
Daughter, and that he had only to be at Liberty to 
oblige him to a Reparation proportionable to the Af- 
front he had offered him. 
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1 of Contempt ; and Cidamaat, who knew not the Preofs / 
he had for his Accuſation, began to be impatient to ſee 
# a young Gentleman treated in this faſhion; in his 
i heart blamed Dorimond for his Prejudice or Severity, 
1 and was about to teſtify his Sentiments to him on this 
Occaſion, when all the Family of Clwntes entered, 
|| ſtrangely amazed at the haſte: with which they had 
been ſent for, and much more ſo when they beheld / 
Cliontes there, who they thought had been at home in 
bed. 

they no ſooner appeared than Dorimond, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Father, gave the whole Account of the Af- 
fair, relating ſuccinctly the Diſcourſes Cleontes had 
with himſelf, his different Reflexions, ated all his Mo- 
tions ; and concluded with ſhewing the faſhion in which. 
he flattered himſelf to have concealed his Theft. 

The thing was ſo poſitive, and well circumſtanced 
that it was impoſſible to contradict it; and I 
calling to mind the firſt Inclinations of his Son, found 
them too much of a piece with this Fact, to have the 
Satisfaction of doubting it. His four worthy Sons, in 
a greater Conſternation than can well be imagined, 
looked upon each other without the Power of uttering 
one Word ; but Lyfmond after having muſed a long 
time, at laſt broke filence in theſe Terms ; I have no- 
thing to anſwer, ſaid he to Dorimond, to your Accuſa- 
tion of this unhappy Son, ſince you aſſure me you have 
ſeen every thing you have related. You muſt, however, 
give me Leave to defer taking any Reſolutions concern- 
ing him, till I ——«˙]ö 
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before you: Perhaps he will be more ſincere in another 
place : ſuffer therefore that I take him home, I will 
anſwer for his Appearance if it be neceſſary ; and pro- 
miſe you upon my Honour, that your Pearls or the Va- 
lue of them ſhall be reflored : Both of us have an 
equal Incereſt in keeping this Affair ſecret; and I think | 
you know me enough to be perſuaded I would make 
you Satisſaction, tho it were to the Sum of my whole 
Subſtance, or my very Life. 

Clidamant, who ſuffered infinitely for Beliſa all the 


time of this Converſation, was the firſt that ſaid nothing 
could be more juſt than the Demand of Ly/fimond, and 


Dorimond perfectly convinced of his Integrity conſented 
to his Defire. 'Then after reiterated Aſſurances of Se- 
crecy on the one fide, and Payment on the other, Ly 
mond placed the guilty and confuſed Cliontes between 
his four Brothers, to the end he might not eſcape from 
them, and in this Order returned to his Houſe. 

Dorimond made his Daughter retire to her Chamber, 
and by the Advice of the truly enamoured and gene- 
rous Cldamant, told all his Domeſticks that he was ex- 
tremely concerned at having treated Contes in that 
manner, who came not into his Garden but to avoid 


ſome Villains that had attacked him in the Street, 


and who doubtleſs were the fame that had robb'd Be- 
k/a of her Necklace: This eaſily gained credit with 


every Body but the Governeſ and Fane/ta who knew 


the whole Truth, but were forbid to utter the leaſt Syl- 
lable of it. 

While Beliſa reflected on every part of this Adven- 
ture, her Reaſon ſeemed loſt in a Labyrinth of Per- 
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for himſelf; I fee that he will not declare the Truth ” 
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plexities, ſometimes believing Cleontes innocent, and 
at other times guilty. The Reverence ſhe had for her Fa- 
ther, and the Knowledge how great a Lover he was of 
Truth, made her tremble when ſhe remembered that he 
ſaid his own Eyes were Witneſſes of the Fact, and for 
a Moment ſhe even hated herſelf for having felt any 
Tenderneſs for a Man ſo abandoned, ſo meanly ſoul'd: 
But then the Prejudice which Dorimond had to him, 
his Defire of rendering him odious in her Eyes, re- 
turned to her mind in favour of Cleantet, and fo divided 
her Imagination as made her in a Condition truly pi- 
tiable. The Behaviour of C/idamant, however, had 
won greatly on her, and ſhe could not forbear avow- 
ing that, whether Cliontes were culpable or not; the 
other, by the conſideration he teſtiſied for her Honour, 
and Generoſity to his Rival in his Misfortune, was a 
Debt they could neither of them ever ſufficiently pay. 
This was a Night, which gave full Employment for 
all the Perſons concerned in this little Hiſtory : LA. 
mond having locked his tranſgreſſing Son into a Cham- 
ber, whence it was impoſſible for him to eſcape if he 
had endeavoured it, held a Council with the others on 
what was beſt for them to do; and to give them all the 
Light he could into the Truth, declared to them that 
unforturate Propenſity he had found in Cliontes, but 
till then had kept them in an intice Ignorance of: This 
Information was like a Dagger to the Hearts of eve- 
ry one of theſe noble-minded Youths : The quickeſt 
Senſe of Shame and Honour mingling with their Rage, 
one was ſtifling Cleontes as a Monſter, another for poi- 
ſoning him, and all of them concluded that they ought 
66, 
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World, whoſe Life threatned their whole Family with 
everlaſting Infamy. 

But the Father in whom natural Aſſection was not 
quite extinguiſhed by this Action, repreſented to them 
that all theſe Violences were not only criminal, but 
would alſo be of no Eſſect to render back the Pearls to 
Beiliſa ; the Price of which he could not pay without 
doing a conſiderable Detriment to his Family. But, 
ſaid he, if Cleontes has really ſwallowed the Necklace, 
which I ſee no reaſon to doubt, I believe twill be ca- 
ſy for me to find an Expedient to recover it, and at 
the ſame time will puniſh him in ſuch a manner, as 
will prevent him from ever being guilty of the like 
Crime again. 

The tour young Gentlemen teſtifying the utmoſt Im- 
patience to know this wonderful Secret, Lyon told 
them it was only what was natural ; that he would 
caule a very ſtrong Medicine to be prepared, and force 
Cleontes to take it: Thus, faid he, th: violence of the 
Purgation will make a Reſtitution of the Pearls, and 
the horrible Pains he will endure in the Operation bring 
him into ſo low a State, that I am much deceived if he 
does not from thence forward become an honeſt Man. 
They were all extremely pleaſed with this Stratagem, 
and in ſpite of the Fury they were poiſeſt of, could not 
keep themſelves from laughing at the Idea of it. Y- 
fimond ſent immediately for the Ingredients, and com- 
poled a Potion ſufficient to have purged a whole Re- 
giment, and when it was ready went to the Chamber 
of Cleontes, accompanied by his other Sons. They 
found him not undreſſed, but thrown acroſs his Bed in 
a melancholy and dejected Poſture ; reflecting without 
| C 3 doubt 
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doubt on what be had done, and diſtracted to think, 
what would be the conſequence of his Theft. He roſe 
s ſoon as he beheld his Father enter, and was preſently 
. eaſed of the Suſpence he had been in: Lyſmond had a 
Goblet in one Hand, and a Piſtol in the other, and 
thus equipp'd, he accoſted the trembling Cleats. Since 
neither my Leſſons, ſaid he to him, my Remonſtran- 
ces, my Example, and above all the Remembrance of 
that Blood whence you are deſcended, could have any 
weight with you to baniſh Inclinations ſo unworthy of 
them, we muſt put a ſtop to that Indulgence which 
otherwiſe would bring you to a Scaffold, Ay for your 
Life it matters not, I rather wiſh you had been ſtran- 
gled in your Infancy, but would not have the manner 
of your Death reflect your Infamy on a Family, which 
for ſo many Generations has ſubſiſted without Reproach ; 
therefore, continued he, take without Reſiſtance what 
I preſent you with in this Veſſel. 'Tis a Liquor will 
aſſiſt you to digeſt the Pills you have ſwallowed, Re- 
ply not, added he, perceiving he was about to ſpeak ; 
the leaft Syllable you utter condemns you to immediate 
Death. With theſe Words he ſtretched out the Hand 
to him that held the Potion, and with the other pre- 
ſented the Piſtol to his Head. 

The Tone in which he had ſpoke, and the Actions 
which accompanied his Diſcourſe, left Clzontes no room 
to doubt if he was in earneſt; he would have begg'd 
for Life, but fear of loſing it tied his Tongue : He 
doubted not if it were Poiſon in the Goblet ; but as 
Cowardiſe is for the moſt part the Companion of Guilt, 
he choſe rather to die a lingring than an immediate 
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of expelling the Effects of the Liquor, but none of 
warding againſt the Piſtol, if he ſhould provoke his Fa- 
ther to make uſe of it, he fell upon his Knees, and tak- 
ing the Goblet with a ſhaking Hand, drank off what 
ie contained, without uttering one Word ; but his Vi- 
ſage, pale and ghaſtly, as if the Pangs of Death were 
already on him, ſufficiently ſpoke for him, to Perſons 
who could not bring themſelves fo far to hate, as not to 

However having obeyed the Commands of his Fa- 
ther, and being certain in his mind of inevitable Death, 
the Idea worked fo ſtrong on his Imagination as to ren- 
der him unable to ſupport himſelf : He fat down on 
the bed-fide, and looking on Lyfmond with a dying 
Air, I am guilty, Sir, ſaid he, I confeſs it. I took 
the Necklace from Beli/a, and ſwallowed the thirty two 
Pearls of which it was compoſed : The fatal Tempta- 
tion overcame my weaker Virtue, and render'd me un- 
worthy to be called your Son. I deſpair of Pardon 
either from Heaven, or you; yet oh believe that I ſin- 
cerely repent, and leſs for being the Cauſe of my own 
Death, than that I have, by my Crime, provoked my 
Father to become my Executioner. 

You have fo often repented, replied L, that I 
muſt wait the Effects of what you have drank before I 
can believe you : for know, continued he, that in fpite 
of your Degefieracy from all that's good, I cannot yet 
ſo far diveſt myſelf of the natural Affection I once had 
for you, as to give you Death with my own Hands: 
Your Life, at preſent, depends abſolutely on yourſelf ; 
the Potion you have taken, has this Virtue, that if 
you are firm in your Reſolution of becoming an honeſt 
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Man, you will not die but reſtore to us all the Pearls, 
tho with very violent Pains : but if your Repentance is 
infincere, you will expire in dreadful Torments, and 
nothing of your 'T heft appear. Thus is your Fate go- 
verned by your Converſion. You ſhall find I am ſtill 
ſo much ur Father as to aſſiſt you with my Cares; 
neither your Brothers, nor my ſelf will quit you, dur- 
ing this Operation, and the comfortable Broths and 
Cordials I have ordered for you, will help to fortify 
you in thoſe Agonies you will preſently begin to feel. 
As we caſily believe either what we greatly fear, or 
wiſh, the poor Cleontes gave credit to all was told him 
by his Father, and having been aſſured by him that 
his Life depended on the truth of his Repentance was 
certain that he ſhould not die. But even while they 
fpoke, the Strength of the Phyſick working an imme- 
diate Effet, he began to ſweat great Drops, which 
were ſucceeded by ſuch violent Pains as threw him in- 
to Convulſions ; thence into Swoons ; after which into 
ſuch exceſſive Vomitings and Purgings, that all the Ago- 
nies deſcribed in the Separation of the Soul and Body 
could not be more terrible than thoſe he ſuffered. In 
the ſhort Intervals he had from Torment, he made a 
thouſand Proteſtations of Honour and Integrity, believ- 
ing by that means he ſhould advance his Cure. He 
demanded every half quarter of an Hour if any of the 
Pearls appeared, and at laſt, the Potion having intirely 
finiſhed its Courſe, they found the whole Number to 
the great Contentment of the Patient, who felt infinite- 
ly more joy in the rendering back his Theft, than in 
taking it, 


The 
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The Father and Brothers continuing their Deception, 
no ſooner found the Pearls than they made a thouſand 
Acclamations, and running to Cliontes embraced him 
with Tranſport, crying out all at once, be of good 
Courage, you will now recover; and telling him that 
his Repentance had preſerv'd him ; but the poor 
Wretch was reduced to ſo weak and miſerable a con- 
dition by the Violence of the Potion, that even their 
Careſſes were a Perſecution to him, and he fell into 
a Swoon, out of which he recover'd not but in a. 
ſtrong Fever. Lyfmond, who knew the nature of the 
Drugs he had given him, expected no leſs, and 
therefore ſent for a Phyſician, to whom he faid 
that his Son having had a Fancy to take a Doſe of 
Phyſick, in order to prevent any Diſtemper, it had 
been given him too ſtrong for by, Confintiops, 92: 
had thrown him into this State. 

While the Phyſician was conſidering what to pe- 
ſcribe, and two of the Sons of Ly/imond waited t 
hear what Orders he would give, the other 6y@ 
went with their Father to the Houſe of Doripond, 
and deſired to ſpeak with him in private. That Gen- 
tleman conducted them to his Cloſet, and they there 
iaformed him in what manner the Necklace had 
been recover'd, and the Perſon who had taken it 
chaſtiſed. They alſo returned him the Pearls, which 
had loſt nothing of their Brightneſs in their Paſſage, 
and anew conjured him never to mention this Ad” 
venture. Derimond cou'd ſcarce reſtrain his Laughter. 
at this Recital, but having the Art of concealing his 
Sentiments, whenever he thought it wou'd be diſob- 
bging to diſcloſe them, promiſed Lins, all tha, 
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he defired of him; and having taken his leave of 
them, ran to the Apartment of Beli/a, where he 
made Clidamant be called; and being all three ſhut 
in together, Dorimond, with a Voice frequently in- 
terrupted by exceſſive Laughter, recounted the whole 
Scene as he received it from the Mouth of the Fa- 
ther of Clonte: ; and ſhewing the Pearls to Bei, 
Jook there, ſaid he, is not that your Necklace? 
Examine well the Pearls, I dare anſwer you will 
find them the ſame, and tell me if the Paſſion of 

Cleontes ſtill retains the ſweet Savour it was wont to 
your deceiv'd Apprehenſion. 

Beli who had, ever ſince the Accident happen'd, 
been able to think on nothing elſe, and had too 
much cauſe to fear Clonter had been indeed the 
Thief, began to conceive the utmoſt Contempt for 
him ; but being now perſectly convinced of it, the 
had no power to anſwer to her Father's Pleaſantry, 
but puſhing the Pearls from her with Diſdain, threw 
her ſelf on her Knees before Dorimend, and with 
her Eyes full of Tears, Ceaſe, Sir, I conjure you, 
this Rallery, unleſ you wiſh to ſee me die with 
Shame. My own Neflexions cover me with the ut- 
moſt Confuſion. Pardon, I beſeech you, the Prepoſ- 
ſeffion that blinded my Reaſon in favour of that 
unworthy Man, and impute it to my Age and little 
Experience. I thought, alas! that Perſons of an ele- 
able to their Birth. Youth and Vanity deceived me, 
and made me look on the Affectation of Merit, 20 
Merit it ſelf : But this Action of Cllontes, and the 
Generoſity of C/idamant have undeceived me ; the 

| onc 


ſhall make both of you forget a Thing which ought 


Beli appeared ſo lovely in the Eyes of Clida- 
mant, while ſpeaking in this manner, that he waited 
only for the Reply of Dorimond to teſtify the Exceſs 
of his Love and Joy: He raiſed her from the Feet 
of her Father, and throwing himſelf at hers, pro- 
teſted that nothing in the World cou'd be capable 
of altering the Paſſion, and Conſideration he had for 
her; and bleſſed a thouſand times the Adventure of 
the Necklace, fince it had engaged her to look up- 
on hita with a more favourable Eye: She in her 
turn thanked Heaven for the uncommon Drowſineſ 
that had ſeized her that Night, and given Cleontes 
an Opportunity of diſcovering what he was; Dori- 
mond, charmed with the preſent Behaviour of his 
Daughter, aſſured her he would remember nothing 
to her Diſadvantage ; and embracing them both, 
age 
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age ſhou'd be celebrated within three Days. Ac- 
cordingly he gave all neceſſary Orders for the Prepa- 
rations ; and when the Day arrived, the Ceremony 
was performed with a Magnifcence ſuitable to the 
great Eſtates both the one and the other were poſ- 
ſeſed of; and to the perfeft Satisfaction of the 
married Pair, as well as all their Friends and Kin- 
dred. 

Cliontes was all this time in a Condition which few 
People imagined he would be able to overcome; and 
that he did ſo at laſt, was wholly owing to his Youth 
and the Strength of his Conſtitution. But the Extre- 
mity he had been in having obliged him to do what 
the Approach of Death exacts from the moſt guilty, 
he had ſo much Horror for his paſt Conduct, and 
his Confuſion was ſo great at the remembrance bf 
Beliſa, the Necklace and the Phyſick, that he cou'd 
not think of appearing in the World, or even a- 
mong thoſe of his own Family, after ſuch an Adven- 
ture ; and therefore reſolved to ſhut himſelf up for ever 
in a Convent: He waited no longer than the Re-eſta- 
bliſhment of his Health before he took Orders, and 
became afterwards a ſhining Example of Piety and 
Devotion. 80 certain is it that what we think our 
greateſt Misſortune, is often the Source of our greateſt 
Happineſs. 
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was intirely independent, and tho' no more than twen- 
ty two Years of Age, managed with exact Decorum 
the great Fortune left him by his Parents. Almoſt 
every Mother wiſh'd him her Son-in-law, every 
Aunt for her Nephew, and every Maid for her Huf- 
Band: But Timantes had but one Heart, and was 
loth to diſpoſe it beyond his Power of recalling it, or 
to enter into any Engagements, the breach of which 
wou'd render him unfaithful. 

His Friends, who were often preſſing him to Mar- 
riage, in vain repreſented to him, that to live hap- 
py it was not neceſſary that Love ſhould accompany 
Hymen ; that the one was only for Pleaſure, the 
other for ſolid Reaſon, and that this laſt demanded 
no more than a Woman not deformed, and whoſe 
Eſtate being joined to his might make them pals their 
Time with as much Agreeableneſs as Grandeur. But 
Timantes reliſhed not theſe Maxims, and all gay and 
roving as he was, cou'd not comprehend how People 
-cou'd reſolve to give themſelves away for ever to a 
Perſon for whom they had no more than an Indif- 
ference ; and therefore as be knew not how to ac- 
cord the Pleaſures of a free Condition with the Cau- 
tion of a Husband, he remained firm in his Reſo- 
lution not to become one, at leaſt till he was ſenſible 
of a Paſſion very different from all he had yet ex> 
perienced in favour of the fair Sex. 

Among the various Beauties, in wheſe Company 
he frequently diverted himſelf, there was one who 
thought in a manner little different from him; and 
tho' the Modeſty attached to Womanhood ought to 
have corrected her Inclinations, * hung 
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Deſire of following her own Humour overſway all 
Conſiderations of Decorum. 

This Lady of © particular a Tate was called 
Zulnida. She was of noble Birth, and had a For- 
tune ſufficient to ſupport the Grandeur of ber Rank: 
Her Beauty was ſoch as cou'd not fail of attraQting 
the moſt inſenſible Hearts, nor were the Charms of 
her Wit at all inferior to thoſe of her Perſon : She 
had neither Father nor Mother, bat lived under the 
Conduct of an old Aunt whoſe Spouſe had been her 
Guardian ; and on his Death, ſhe being of Age, 
all her Revenues came into her own Poſſeſſion. The 
Perſections of her Mind and Form, joined to her 
vaſt Fortune, made her the Miſtreſs of a thouſand 
Hearts: Offers were continually made her, and ſome 
not diſadvantageous ones; but as I have already ſaid, 
an Enemy to all Conſtraint, ſhe took delight in be- 
ing loved, adored, and ſerved, nay was nat averſe 
to recompenſe the Devoirs paid ber, but then it muſt 
be in the manner ſhe thought fit: The very Appre- 
henſions of being obliged to give an Account of her 
Actions was intolerable to her, and ſhe therefore re- 
fuſed ſubmitting to the Marriage-T'yes with the ſame 
Obſtinacy as Timante:. The Conformity of their Sen- 
timents joined with the Charms each found in the 
other, formed between them ſo ſtrict an Union, that 
they became almoſt inſeparable ; and both ſtill main- 


taining their darling Independence, proved all the 
Sweets of Love without any of its Pains, | 

As neither of them were of a Humour to conceal 
their Thoughts, the Paſſion which each felt was ea- 
fy perceived by the other, nor were there any For- 
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malities practiſed in the Declaration: Timantes was 


the firſt that ſpoke, and had the Satisfaction to find 


his Addreſſes were received with Pleaſure ; that no- 
berty in which he deſired to remain, and that 
Zelonida pretended to engage him by no Tyes but 
thoſe of Inclination. | 
However, as in all kind of Courtſhip there are 


Proteſtations made, which ſeem to exact a kind of 


Fidelity not agreeable to the Coquet Humour of the 
one or Licentious of the other, Zelonida wou'd not 
enter into this Amour without making certain Condi- 
tions: I love you, ſaid ſhe; I find no Man more 
worthy than your ſelf of all the Favours in my 
Power to grant ; and I am perſuaded 1 ſhall never 
change my Sentiments, if you do not go about to 
oblige me to change my Conduct: But I muſt in- 
form you that I have no Averſion to Marriage, but 
becauſe of the ſevere Neceſſity it wou'd lay me un- 
der of doing nothing without the Conſent of a Huſ- 
band—to converſe with none but who he ſhould ap- 
prove—to prefer his Company to all others, and to 
be guided by him in all the Actions of my Life ; 
and I confeſs to you, my dear Timanter, that if I 
muſt have the ſame Complaiſance for a Galant, Love 
wou'd be as diſagreeable to me as Marriage. 

I will therefore lay open to you all my Soul, to 
the end you may have nothing to reproach me with 
hereafter. My greateſt Pleaſure is to excite Admira - 
tion; my Pride in beholding a Crowd of Lovers 
continually at my Feet: I freely accept the Balls, 


the Entertainments they make for me, permit them 
| to 
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to treat me with all manner of Diverſions, and per- 
haps allow them ſome Liberties, in order to. engage 
them the more firmly to me, by the feet Allure- 
ments of Hope: In fine, without loving any, my 
Ambition is to be loved by all; and in ſpite of the 
Tenderneſs I have for you, I pretend not to deprive 
my ſelf of my ordinary Amuſements———You muſt 
be ſatisfied with poſſeſſing my Heart intire ; be aſſured 
that in what manner ſoever I at to others, my 
Love is only yours, and pretend not to ſuſpect or call 
in queſtion my Behaviour, 

Neither is this Propoſal leſs advantageous to you 
than it is to me, fince you may be certain of never 
being reproached for any of thoſe Galantries you 
are perpetually engaged in: Satizfied with knowing 
my ſelf Miſtreſs of your Heart, I ſhall ſee without 
Inquietuge theſe Inconſiancies, thoſe Gaieties, which 
you could not quit without loſing, perhaps, ſome part 
of that Agrecableneſs which made me love you. On 
theſe Conditions, continued ſhe, I yield to give a 
Looſe to all that Love demands Let us refuſe no- 
thing to the Ardor of the Flame with which we are 
mutually animated, and render our Contract firm by 
the Liberty we allow our ſelves. . 
Such a Diſcourſe would have alarmed any other 
than Timantes, but his Age and Temper made him 
too well ſatisfied with this Resolution of Zelonida's, 
to endeavour to diſſuade her from it : There was 
ſomething ſo charming to him in the Idea of loving 
and being beloved by her, and at the ſame time 
having the full Liberty of loving wherever elſe he 
found an agreeable Object, that he accepted withaut 
ho kelitay 
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heſitation the Propoſal of his Miſtreſs, and the Treaty 
between them was figned by a thouſand tender Aſ- 
ſurances of Conſtancy to each other, and Inconſtancy 
to all the World beſides. 
Thus, by the whimfical Effects of Sympathy, that 
Paſſion, which, when founded on Honour, purifies the Heart 
and Manners, ſerved only to plunge thoſe of Tante, 
and Zelonida into greater Diſorders. None were ever 
more endearing to each other than theſe two Lov- 
ers, nor nothing more commodious than their Amour, 
which continually produced ſome new Pleaſures to 
their Friends, who notwithſtanding did not ſcruple to 
ſpeak with Freedom enough on the Conduct both 
of the one and the other. But Zehnida looked on 
her ſelf as above being toueh'd with any Diſcourſes of 
that Nature ; and Timante: knew that the Honour of 
'a Perſon of his Sex did not depend upon his way cf 
loving ; ſo neither of them were at all concerned at 
the little Rallerics they were obliged to hear in all 
Companies. The Correſpondence between them was 
too eaſy not to be continued, and in ſpite of the In- 
conſlancies of Timantes, and the Coquerries of Zeloni- 
da, there was a kind of Fidelity obſerved by both of 
them ; and what would have been moſt ſhocking to a 
true and worthy Paſſion, Habitude made them look 
on with Indifference : Whenever they met, it was 
with the utmoſt Tranſport, when they ſeparated, it was 
without Pain Timantes beheld the Advances Ze- 
Snida made to all the young and gay, without the 
leaſt tincture of Jealouſy ; and 'Zebnida was frequent- 
ly aſſured that Timantes was in the Arms of another, 


tion: 


a © —— - 


© 


Nature out-done by Love. 43 
tion : Nor did cither of them ever make avy Obſer- 
vations on the Conduct of the other Tbeir on- 
ly aim was to pleaſe and be pleaſed, and for this 
end they ſhut their Eyes againſt every thing that ſeem- 
ed to oppoſe it. 

This for ſome time was the Progreſs of their Love, 
which in the firſt Year produced a Fruit which was 
the Joy of the Father, but completed the Diſhonour of 
the Mother. Zehnida no ſooner found her ſelf in that 
Condition, than, leſs fearfal for her Reputation than 
for her Beauty, and imagining the conſtraint ſhe muſt 
put on her ſelf to conceal her Bigneſs, would take from 
her that genteel Air for which ſhe was ſo much admi- 
red, reſolved to deprive her ſelf for a time of the 
Pleaſures of the Town, and retire to a Country-ſeat 
ſbe had about five Leagues from Montyellier ; to the 
end ſhe might be more at liberty to do what was neceſ- 
ſary for the Preſervation of her Health and Attrac- 
tions. | 

A Retreat of ſome Months appeared lefs diſagree- 
«able to her, than the perpetual Rack of concealing from 
the whole City the Proof of her ill Conduct: Sheſpoke 
to Nantes of her Intention, and as they had agreed 
never to cont radict each other, he conſented to her De- 
parture, and not only acrompanied her himſelf, but 
alſo ſtaid ſome Days with her in this Retirement. 
He could not, however, be long abſent from his Friends 
and the Pleaſures which attended him at Montpellier 3 
having now no other Amuſement. While her Shape 
was not fo viſibly altered, as to hinder her from ap- 
pearing, he frequently viſited her, and carried with 

| him 
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him always ſome or other of their common Friends; 
but at laſt, pretending her ſelf indiſpoſed, and that 
Bathing was the Remedy preſcribed her, ſhe told all 
her Acquaintance, that ſhe would willingly diſpenſe with 
their Viſits till ſhe ſhould be more recovered : Timan- 
tes himſelf, to give an Example to others, declared, 
he would not defire to fee her till ſhe had no farther 
need of thoſe Operations her Diſtemper obliged her to 
ſuffer. He kept his Word effectually, tho there was 
nothing he leſs intended when he ſpoke it ; but ſome- 
thing, which as yet he had no Idea of, happned in 
a ſhort time after, to make him think no Happineſs 
was to be found out of Montpellier. 

There were three Months to come before Zelonida 
could expect to be delivered of the Burthen which 
cauſed her to retreat ; and in that time, there arrived 
from Toulouſe a young Beauty, the Luſtre of whoſe 
Charms eclipſed all others, Erminia, for ſo ſhe was 
called, was no more than eighteen Years old: She 
had loſt her Mother in her Infancy, and her Father, 
who had a conſiderable Employ ment at Tou/ou/e, being 
alſo dead, ſhe remained the ſole Inheretrix of a 'arge 
Eſtate ; Her Youth and Beauty obliged ler aſter his 
Deceaſe, to retice to the Houſe of a Reiation of her 
Mothers, whoſe high Virtue and Character in the, 
World, rendered her Protection the ſureſt Af/um for a 
Perſon of Erminia's Age. 

The Name of this Lady was Olimpia ; ſhe was born 
at Montpellier, and had always lived in that City ; but | 
2 Suit of Law having detain'd her near four Years at 
Toulouſe, in that time ſhe conceived ſo great a Tender. { 
nels for Erminia. that her Behaviour to her wanted 
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nothing of a Mother but the Severity. She had juſt 
concluded her Proceſs, and got the better of her Anta- 
goniſt, when the Father of Erminia died, and that 
young Beauty preferring her to all her other Kindred, 
for the Conductreſs of of her Actions, ſhe returned, 
as ſoon as her Afﬀairs permitted her, to Montpellier, 
bringing with her this charming Maid, who was an 
intire Stranger in that Place. 

As ſte had always been the only Object of a moſt 
tender Father's Love and Care, nothing had been 
wanting in her Education: Nature had endowed her 
with her choiceſt Gifts, and Art had embelliſhed them 
with every thing that can render a Perſon: of her Sex 
accompliſhed : Muſick, Singing, Dancing, Painting, 
and Poetry, tho ſhe excelled in all, were the leaſt of 
her Perſections: There was ſomething ſo aſtoniſhing 
in her Wit, and the Manner in which ſhe expreſſed 
her ſelf, that as learned as ſhe was, ſhe yet ſeemed 
to have an Elegance which could not have been 


taught ber by others, but was born with her, and pe- 


culiar to her ſelf, Bat if theſe amiable Qualities were 
ſufficient to attract the Admiration of as many as 
were Witneſſes of them ; ſhe had others of a thoy- 
ſand times more precious kind: She had Tenderneſs, 
Salidity, Sincerity, and a firmneſs of Reſolution which 
never permitted her to heſitate, if ſhe ſhould obey the 
Dictates of her Will, or her Reaſon. 
Erminia being ſuch as I have deſcribed her, ap- 
at Montpellier like a new Star, on which the 
yes of all Mankind were fixed: Olimpia, who was 
greatly eſteemed, was immediately after her Arrival 
viſited by all the Perſons of Figure of both Sexes ; and 
| Timan- 
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Timentes, who by his Birth and Merit was among the 
number of thoſe who were moſt conſiderable, was 
not the laſt who went to pay thoſe Reſpects which 


from the firſt moment he caſt his Eyes upon her, 
fele ſomething at his Heart of which he had been ig- 
norant till then. He had indeed been ſufficiently ac- 
cuſtomed to tender Inclinations ; to ſee a beautiful 
Object was enough to inflame with a deſire of Poſſeſſi 
on ; but then no Awe, no Timidity, accompanied his 


Pafbon. He declared it with the fame Facility with 


which he yielded to it: Love had been no more to 
him than a kind of Sport, which appeared pleaſing, 
but not formidable ; but on this occaſion the trifling 
Part all vaniſhed, and the ſerious took place : He was 
dazled, firuck- dumb, diſconcerted, his very Wiſhes 
were confined ; in fine, that Paſſion, which by its Pu- 
rity, its' Truth, its Honour, is alone worthy of the 
Name of Love, how took the whole Poſſeſſion of his 
Soul, and intirely extirpated thoſe wandring, incon- 
ſlant, and licentious Fires, to which he had hitherto de- 
voted himſclf. 
Three or four Vilits intirely completed his For- 
getfulneſs of Zelonida and all her Charms: Thoſe 
he diſcovered evety moment in the beautiful Erminia, 
inſpired him with ſuch a Contempt for all others, 
that when he reflected on his paſt Conduct, he won- 
dered how he could ever abandon himſelf to Plea- 
ſures which had coſt him ſo little trouble in acquir- 
ing. 
The ſudden Change there appeared in all his De- 
portment, his Aſſiduity at O/;mpia's, his CircumſpeRti- 
on 


were due to her. He faw the lovely Erminia, and 
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on before Frisia, and his Diligence in finding out 
wherever that beautiful Perſon went, to the end 
that be might meet her there, gave his Friends ſuffici- 
. ent occaſion for Rallery ; every one predicting that 
this was the Shelve on which his Liberty would be 
wreck'd ; there was no need of their ſaying much to 
him, to perſuade him to this belief : His Paſſion was 
now arrived to that pitch, that no body knew fo well 
as himſelf, the Empire it had over him ; but the Mo- 
deſty of Erminia forbidding him to declare himſelf 
to her, he would not confeſs it before thoſe who pre- 
tended to penetrate into his Thoughts, but laboured all 
he could to make them think he had no other Sen- 
timents for her, but thoſe of Admiration and R- 
teem. 

The beautiful and diſcreet Erminia, on the other 
fide, had not looked on Timantes with Eyes of Indif- 
ference : Nothing was wanting in his Perſon or Ad- 
dreſs, to merit the Attention of the moſt inſenſible ; 
and as her young Heart had never loved before, and was 
ignorant both of the Advantages and Misfortunes of that 
Paſſion, ſhe the more readily yielded to it as ſhe thought 
it was ſufficient to curb the Paſſhons when they degene- 
rated into Vices. The Intereſt ſhe began to take in 77- 
nantes, made her privately inquire into his Charac- 
ter, the Nature of his Diverſions, and his Attachments: © 
The Picture that was given her of him, augmented 
her Inclination to love him, but gave her an adequate 
Share of Inquietude : The Correſpondence he had with 
Zelenida, was not forgot by thoſe ſhe interrogated con- 
cerning him and it not entering into her Head that 
a Woman of that Lady's Rank and Fortune, could | 
be 
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be capable of abandoning her ſelf to a diſhonourable 
Paſſion, ſhe doubted not but they were married, tho 
for ſome Reaſons it might be yet a Secret. This Ima- 
' gination at firſt was a ſenſible Affliction to her ; but 
Reaſon, which on all Occaſions ſtood her Friend, tel- 
ling her, that ſhe muſt vanquiſh this Inclination in 
its Infancy, ſhe reſolved to make uſe of her ut- 
moſt Efforts for that end. Thus prepoſſe ſſed by the 
Idea that he was the Right of another, ſhe took the 
Complaiſances with which he treated her, as the Effect 
of that natural Galantry, which ſhe had heard he 
was never able to ſhake off. 

All that ſurpriſed her, was, that hs ane having 
been deſcribed to her as gay, even to a fault, inter- 
priſing and bold, ſhe had never ſeen him but reſer- 
ved, reſpectful, and rather more ſevere than indulgent 
to'any Liberties taken by his Companions ; but then 
ſhe reflected that the Preſence of Olimpia, her Age 
and Virtue, might perhaps oblige him not to take the 
ſame Latitude before her, he did with others ; and it 
was but faintly that ever ſhe attributed it to any other 
Motive; her Prepoſſeſſion on the ſcore of Zehonida not 
permitting her to hope this Change of his Behavi- 
our was owing not to Olimpia, but her charming 
ſelf. 

Olimpia, in the mean time, who loved Erminia us 
her own Daughter, and who wiſhed to ſee her mar- 
ried both happily and great, judged Timantes the only 
Perſon worthy of her: Full of this Defire, ſhe made 
the ſame Inquiſitions concerning him that her beauti- 
ful Kinſwoman had done, and ber Experience of the 
World, joined to what had been told her of the Cha- 
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rafter of Zelonida, gave her a clearer Light into that 
Adventure ; ſhe doubted not but an honourable En- 
gagement would utterly deſtroy all he had made with 
that Lady; and heartily prayed the Charms of E. 
minia might have the Power to touch him. For this 
end ſhe gave him all imaginable Opportunities of 
knowing the Perfections ſhe was Miſtreſs of: Balls 
and Concerts were frequent Entertainments in her Houſe, 
in both which the lovely Erminia appeared with fo 
good a Grace, that it was impoſſible to ſee or hear 
ker without confeſſing ſhe e xcelled all others in thoſe 
Accompliſhments : Timantes was not the only one 
who was ſenſible of the Force of her Charms; but her 
Modeſty knew ſo well how to correct the Fires her 
Eyes had kindled, that nous had the Beldnch to 
diſcover what they felt. 

Timantes every Day more enamoured, employed 
all his Cares to render himſelf agreeable to Olimpia ; 
well knowing that her Approbation would be highly 
neceſſary for the Attainment of his Defires ; for, in 
fine, this declared Enemy to the Conjugal Bonds, 
now wiſhed nothing more than to be linked in them, 
that he might paſs his whole Life with Erminia ; 
and to arrive at that Felicity, left nothing undone, 
that he thought might be pleaſing both to the one 
and the other, but impoſed on himſelf an exact ſor- 
bearance of every thing that might diſcover the rea- 
lity of his Sentiments, till he was able to penetrate 
farther into thoſe of the Perſon he adored. "rminia 
too, in ſpite of all her Reſolutions, was not io well 
fixed in that of regarding Timantes with no more than 
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a bare Eſteem, but that his Preſence conſtrained her te 
recede. 

The Complaiſance Olimpia had for him, obliged 
her to treat him with the ſame, and by accuſtoming 
her ſelf to ſoe him often, ſhe became to take ſo much 
Pleaſure in his Society, that when any Accident pre- 
vented him from coming, ſhe could not command 
the Inquietudes his Abicnce occaſioned. In a word, 
Love more ſtrong than Reaſon, triumphed over the 
Heart of this young Beauty ; and tho' ſhe avoided 
either ſaying or doing any thing which might inform 
Timantes of the Conqueſt he had gained, he was too 
amorous, too obſervant of all her Movements, and too 
good a Judge of the Paſſion he felt within himſelf, 
not to ſee ſome little Marks of it in her. 

All he now waited for, was to aſſume Courage to 
geclare himſelf, when Chance preſented him in a few 
Days with a favourable Opportunity of diſcovering 
ſomewhat farther into the Sentiments of his adored 
Erminia. One day going to v ſit Olimpia, he was juſt 
entring into her Apartment, when the beautiful Er- 
minia came out with an Air of Mclancholy, which 
alarmed him. This young Lady accoſting him in 
the moſt charming manner; Olimpia, faid ſhe, has 
ordered me to receive you here; ſhe finds her ſelf 
extremely indiſpoſed, and as ſhe is not in a condition 
to ſee any Company to day, will oblige me to ſup- 
ply her place. Ah, how happy am I, cried Timantes, 
tranſpor ad by his Paſſion ; command then, Madam, 
that no other Perſon may be admitted : Much Com- 
pany will be equally incommodious to Olimpia here, 
as in her own Chamber, this Room being ſo very near, 

| that 


Nature out- done by Love. 51 
that the Sound of their Voices muſt reach her Ears. 
But you forget, replied Erminia, ſmiling, that you are 
with me, and that it would be ſomething odd to 
ſhut the Door againſt others, when it is open to 
you. It is true, ſaid Timantes, unleſs they would be 
ſo kind to conſider me as a ſecond Olimpia — 
I thought not of thoſe Decorums ——0- But permit 
me, continued he, admirable Erminia, to take the 
Advantage of the only Moment has been offered me 
theſe three Months, to tell you that Tell 
me nothing, interrupted Erminia, bluſhing, that I 
| ought not to heat Timantes, you are a dange- 
rous Man, but I flatter my ſelf with being enough 
worthy of your Eſteem for you to ſpeak to me in a 
Language, in which it is fit for me toreply. Ah 
what prevents you, reſumed Timantes, from replying 
to a Love, the moſt pme, and moſt reſpectſul that 
ever Heart was poſſeſt of? Yes, beautiful Ermi- 
nia, continued he, with the utmoſt Vehemence, I 
adore you, but it is not a Paſſion which tranſports 
me to run from Beauty to Beauty ; the Change of 
Objects has made a Change in my Sentiments: If I 
love you, and wiſh to beloved by you, tis as a Husband, 
a tender and moſt faithful Husband ; I pretend not to 
that Glory, till I have convinced you I am not whol- 
ly unwor:hy of it; and if I have reſtrained the bur - 
ning Impatience of my Soul for theſe three Months, 
it was only becauſe I hoped to engage the wiſe. and 
good Olimpia, to warrant the Sincerity of my Paſ- 
ſion. Judge, Madam, of the Exceſs of it ; judge of 
your Power, fince you alone have made me ſenſible 


of the Folly of thoſe Engagements formed only by 
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the Wantonneſs of Youth, and Love of Pleaſure——— 
I flattered my ſelf you did not hate me fo far as to 
combat O/impia's good Intentions in my Favour, in caſe I 
wereſo happy as to obtain them, and that charming Idea 
has hitherto preſerved me from Deſpair=——Speak 
beautiful Erminia, added he after a Pauſe, I know 
your Virtue, I know your Wiſdom, and will ſacri- 
fice even the utmoſt Tranſports of my Love to my 

Eſteem for you. | 
I proteſt, anſwered Erminia with ſome Severity, I 
cannot comprehend how you can reconcile a Decla- 
ration of this nature, with your Engagements with 
Zehonida : It muſt be that you either deſign to ſur- 
priſe my Innocence, or would make trial of my Vir- 
tue; but deceive not your ſelf, Timantes ; both theſe 
are equally affrontive to me, and can deſerve only 
my Diſdain. Timantes was extremely ſurpriſed that 
ſhe believed he was under any ſerious Obligations to 
Zelonida, and to root that Opinion intirely from 
her Mind, ſcrupled not to recount to her that mo- 
ment all that had paſſed between that Lady and 
himſelf ; but tho' he ſuited his Diſcourſe as much as 
poſſible to the Modeſty of her who heard him, yet 
could ſhe not refrain from bluſhing ſeveral times du- 
ring his Recital; and when he concluded with pro- 
teſting he could only live for her ; I believe, anſwe- 
red ſhe, that you at preſent have ſome Eſteem for 
me, by the Confidence you have tepoſed in me; 
I will therefore be no leſs free in diſcovering my 
Heart to you No, Timantes, continued the, 
holding her Handkerchief before her Face ; I will 
nat conceal from you, that if I were certain you were 
| at 
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at liberty, I would prefer you before all the Men 
in the World for my Husband : But if what you 
have told me 3s a Proof that you are not married 
to Zelonida, did in reality convince me you were not, 
the Pledge ſhe has of your Aſſection gives her the 
greateſt Right to you, and might oblige you to change 
your Conduft———— I would not therefore be the Sub- 
ject of Diſcourſe, and ſhould die with Grief to have 
my Name mentioned in ſuch an Adventure . 
Break then intirely with her beſore you declare your 
ſelf to Olimpia ; and till then be content with my aſſu- 
ring you, I ſhall with Pleaſure give you my Hand, 
when once I find yours is at your own Diſpoſal, but 
till then never ſpeak to me of Love. 

Timantes found ſo much of mingled Tenderneſs 
and Wiſdom in this Diſcourſe, that it redoubled his 
Love and Admiration of her; and as he knew there 
was no Difficulty in breaking with Zeclonida, he rea- 
dily conſented to all ue exacted from him ; and their 
Converſation being ſoon after, interrupted by the Ar- 
rival of ſeveral Viſitors, he took * Leave we 2 
Heart full of Love and Hope. 

It was now near four Months fince Erminia had 
come to Montpe/lier, in which time Zebsida had 
brought into the World that Infant which had been 
the Occaſion of her quitting the Town ; and finding 
that Timantes, to whom ſhe conſtantly wrote, teſtify d 
no great Impatience to ſee her, ſhe took all neceſ- 
ſary cares ſo far as related to the Duties of Religi- 
on, as well as to the Nouriſhment of the new-born 
Daughter; and as ſoon as ſhe was baptized and put 
into the Hands of a Nurſe, ſent them both to 77. 
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mantes, who received them with Pleaſure, his Pafff- 
on for Erminia not having extinguiſhed in him the 
Emotions of Nature. 

Charmed with ſeeing himſelf a Father, he made 
very rich Preſents to the Nurſe, and aſſured her, he 
would augment his Liberalities according to the care 
ſhe took of this Infant. He had not ſeen the Mo- 
ther of a long time, but had often wrote, and al. 
ways pretended ſome extraordinary Buſineſs, which 
would not diſpenſe with his quitting Montpellier. 
But Zelonida knew the World too well, to ſuffer her 
ſelf to be ſo eaſily deceived : The very Stile of his 
Letters long before the Birth of the Child, convinced 
her there was a Change in his Affection; and ſhe 
ſent Perſons from the Country, who were to be Spies 
upon his Actions: By them ſhe was preſently infor- 
med that ſhe had a Rival; but that it was a M. 
val who had as much Wiſdom and Modeſty as ſhe 
Rad little. 

Zelinida picqued to find her ſelf the Victim of a 
lawful and honourable Paſſion, reſolved to revenge 
her ſelf in a very particular manner ; not that ſhe 
retained the ſame Tenderneſs for him as in the Be- 
ginning of their Intrigue: How ſtrong ſo ever the 
Paſſion of a Cocquet may be at firſt, it is never laſt- 
ing ; but whether they love or not, they cannot ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be forſaken ; the Loſs of a Slave 
is to them a more ſenſible Diſgrace than all their ir- 
regular Conduct can draw upon them. 

While he continued her Admirer, ſhe eafily pardo- 
ned his Addreſſes to others, as ſhe took the ſame Li- 
berty her ſelf, and as they were made only to Ladies 


of 


% 


WW 


Nature out-dme by Love 


55 
of her own Diſpoſition, and conſequently had nothing 
to engage a ſerious Eſteem; ſhe was certain he 
would return to her : Bat to hear he had now a true At- 


tachment, a Paſſion founded on Virtue, and which had 
no Aim but Marriage, filled her with Emotions of Spite 
and Hatred, which ſhe was not able, nor indeed gave 
her ſelf any pain to ſurmount. 

She was in theſe Sentiments ſome time before ſhe 
was delivered, but knew ſo well how to conceal them, 
that ſhe made not the leaſt Reproach to Timante: 
for his long Abſence, nor took the leaſt notice of 
what ſhe had been told concrning £rminia which 
making him imagine ſhe knew nothing of that Af- 
fair, when ſhe ſent her Daughter to him, he thought 
himſe!f obliged to go to ſee her, and to congratulate 
her ſafe Delivery. 

Zebrida, win had her Reaſons for hindring him 
from coming into the Country, no ſooner heard his 
Intent, than ſhe ſent him word, there was no need of 
taking that Journey, for ſhe ſhould ſhortly return to 
Montpellier. He was very well pleaſed to find him- 
ſelf diſpenſed with from a Duty ſo little agreeable 
to his Inclinations, and gave up every Moment of his 
Time to entertaining the beautiful Frisia, to whom 
Olimpia had now diſcovered the Views the had on 
the ſcore of Timantes: That charming Maid thank- 
ed her in the tendereſt manner for the Concern ſhe 
was in for her Welfare, and then related to her all 
the Converſation ſhe had with Timantes on that Day 
in which her Indiſpoſition prevented her from ſeeing 
him ; then teſtiſy'd to her the fear ſhe was in, that 
Zelonida had a Right to diſpute with her the Heart 
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of Timantes : Tho' that Lady, ſaid ſhe, be a Coc- 
quet, and ſeems to have little Sentiments of Honour, 
yet is ſhe nobly born ; and on the account of her Fa- 
mily, as well as of the Infant ſhe is about to bring 
into the World, methinks has a Pretence to render all 
other Engagements void. She could not pronounce 
theſe Words without being ſeveral times interrupted 
by Sighs ; but Olimpia fo well aſſured her, by giving 
her a great Number of Examples, in which, In- 
trigues of that nature had no Force to put a ſtop 
to ſerious Engagements on either fide, that the ten- 
der Erminia, no longer liſtned to any Dictates but 
thoſe of her Inclination, and permitted all that the 
firſt Sight of Timantes had inſpired, to renew its 
Empire in her Heart. 

There were, however, ſome Moments, in which 
the Exceſs of her Delicacy repreſented to her as a 
very great Affliction, that Timantes had given to ano- 
ther ſuch a Pledge of his Affection, as ordinarily was 
the Effect of the moſt ſacred Union; but Olimpia, 
to whom ſhe always communicated her Thoughts, 
calmed thoſe Diſquiets in her Soul, as often as they 
role to torment her; and this young Charmer, on 
her part, wiſhing nothing more than to be the Spouſe 
of Timantes, without giving any Occafion for Reflexi- 
on in being ſo, uſed her utmoſt Efforts to baniſh from 
her Mind all that might contradit that Hope. If 
| Timantes was a Widower, ſaid Olimpia to her one day, 
and had Children by his former Marriage, would you 
be fo unjuſt, my dear Erminia, as to hate them! 
Would not the great Eſteem you have for the Fa- 
ther have ſome Influence to make you regard with 


Ten- 


Nature out- done by Love. 57 
Tenderneſs what was part of him? Without doubt, 
Madam, replied the other; nay, I love Timantes e- 
nough to give the utmoſt of my Cares and Tenderneſs 
even to the Daughter of Zelonida, if I am ever happy 
enough to be his Wife. 

It was in this manner they paſſed their Time, and 
the fortunate Timantes taking the Advantage of the fa- 
vourable Diſpoſitions they had towards him, preſſed his 
Suit ſo far, as to be able at laſt to obtain a Confeſſion 
from the beautiful Erminia, that ſhe loved no leſs than 
ſhe was loved. A Condeſcenſion ſo eagerly defired, and 
ſo long ſued for, was not received without a thouſand 
and a thouſand Tranſports of Joy ; and impatient to 
complete his Wiſhes, he beſceched Olimpia by her wiſe 
Remonſtrances to overcome all the remaining Scruples 
of Erminia, and oblige her to conſent to their Mar- 
riage, that it might be concluded before the return of 
Zelonida to Montpellier. 

Erminia was a long time before ſhe reſolved, but in 
the end, Love triumphed over every thing, and ſhe 
permitted him to give Orders for the neceſſary Prepa- 
rations for this Union ; while they waited for the hap- 
py Day, Timantes would needs divert the Time with 
Parties of Pleaſure, Balls, Concerts, and Feaſts, in all 
which he ſpared no Magnificence which might teſtify 
the Greatneſs of his Love and Eſteem. 

There now remained no more than four or five 
Days to that which was to make them one for ever, 
when Timantes was ſeized with a Diſeaſe no leſs vio- 
lent than ſudden. Judge of the Trouble of Olimpia, 
and the Griefs of Ermizia ; neither the one nor the 
ether would ſtir from him, the latter having the com- 
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mand of the Houſe as being on the point of being the 
intire Miſtreſs. The Sickneſs of Timantes, dangerous 
as it was, could not hinder him from being ſenſible of 
the tender Intereſt Erminia took in his Life, and com- 
paring her Cares, her Attachment, her Wiſdom, and 
Modeſty with all that had charmed him in Zelonida, he 
bleſſed Heaven for having delivered him from that 
blind Paſſion; and feared Death chiefly, becauſe it would 
ſeparate him for ever from the only Perſon worthy of 
On the ſeventh Day, all endeavours proving unſuc- 
ceſsful for his Recovery, the Phyſicians of the Body 
guitted him to give place to thoſe of the Soul: This 
dreadful Sentence being pronounced before Erminia, 
ſhe had too much Religion to oppoſe an Action of 
which ſhe knew the Value; but as ſhe had ſet her 
whole Heart upon Timantes, and given herſelf up to 
the flattering Idea of living many happy Years with 
him, ſhe could not be told he was on the point of quit- 
ting her for ever without ſuch Tranſports of Grief as. 
may much more eaſily be conceived than deſcribed. 
Olimpia, to prevent any Interruption to be given him 
in thoſe precious Moments, quitted the Houſe, and ob- 
liged the diſconſolate Frminia to accompany her; and 
while they returned Home, in a State little leſs pitiable 
than that of the dying Timante:; one of the moſt 
learned, wiſe, and pious of the Prieſthood was ſent for 
to Timantes, who, notwithſtanding the Irregularities of 
his Youth had Principles not unworthy of the beſt of 
Men, did on this Occaſion all that was neceſſary far 
his dying a true Catholick : but as among thoſe 
Things of which he muſt disburthen his Conſcience, he 
was 
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was obliged to mention his Correſpondence with Zel- 
vidi, and the Conſequence of their Loves, he was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed to hear this reverend Father exact a 
Promiſe from him to eſpouſe that Lady in caſe he 
ſhould rccover; and to be told that he could -not en- 
gage himſelf to any other, having a Child whoſe Set- 
tle ment and Honour in the World could not be eſlab- 
liſhed but by his Marriage with the Mother. 

Timantes was not now in a State of reaſoning, theſe 
were not Moments for Argument, and believing him- 
ſelf dying, he ſubmitted to every thing rather than loſe 
the Merit of his Confeſſion : But as it is common for 
thoſe Comforts which are applied to the Soul, to have 
an Effect on the Body ; he was no ſooner in a way to 
dic well, than there appeared hopes of his Life. O- 
limpia and Erminia, who had retired not to be witneſs 
of that melancholy Ceremony, returned not to his 
Houſe, but ſent every quarter of an Hour to know 
his Condition, and it was with a Joy, as inexpreſſible 
as their Grief had been, that they heard he was out of 
Danger: Chearfulneſs now reſumed its place in the 
Heart of Erminia, and as Decorum would not permit 
her to viſit him without O/impla, and that Lady 
thought it improper to go 'till his Health was more 
fully eſtabliſhed, ſhe paſſed all her Days either at the 
foot of the Altar, or retired in her own Apartmeyt, 
without ſceing any Company whatever. 

It was not in this manner Zelonida behaved ; ſhe had 
returned to Montpellier in the beginning of Timantes's 
Indi!pofition, and tho' the whole Town ſeemed in- 
tereſted in his Fate, by the general Eſteem they had 


for him, ſhe alone appeared indifferent, and ſcarce ever 
men” 
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mentioned his Name. As ſhe could not be ignorant 
that he was in a ſhort time to eſpouſe Erminia, they 
believed it ſolely owing to the Picque of being forſaken, 
and that ſhe ſtill loved him too well to endure the 
Thoughts of ſeeing him another's without the moſt 
ſenſible Grief ; but they were deceived, Zelonida had 
recalled her Heart with the ſame Facility ſhe had be- 
ſtowed it, and content with the ſecret Revenge ſhe had 
taken, and of which he himſelf was yet ignorant, ſhe 
thought of him, and heard him ſpoken of with the 
| ame Coolneſs and Negligence as ſhe would have done 
that of the moſt ordinary Acquaintance. 

As for him, in regaining his Health, he loſt his Re- 
Pole, perſecuted by Love and Nature ; he would not 
have known to which he ſhould yield, if the Duties of 
kis Religion, and the ſolemn Promiſe he made before 
Abſolution had not determined. him in favour of the 
Kiter. To efface the blemiſh of an unhappy Birth 
from his Daughter, he muſt give himſelf to a Woman 
he neither loved, nor could eſteem ; and if he ſhould 
marry her whom he adored, and who ſo well merited 
all he could do for her, that innocent Babe muſt be the- 


Victim of his Happineſs — To be united with the one, 


and to foxſake the other were equally dreadful to him, 
and gave him Torments which took from him the 
Power of paying a due Gratitude to Heaven for his 


Recovery, and he could think on nothing but the two 
dreadful Tasks he had bound himſelf to perform. 
However, being able to go abroad, and his Duty as 
well as his Inclination obliging him to viſit Olimpia, 
and to thank that Lady and the beautiful Erminia for 
the Cares they had taken on his Account, he went 
with 
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with an Intention to conceal from them the Diſquiets of 
his Mind, and to let nothing in this firſt Interview ap- 
pear but the Paſhon with which that lovely Maid had 
inſpired him, hoping that they would not expect he 
ſhould preſs the Marriage 'till he ſhould be more fully 
reſtored to the Man he was before his Sickneſs, and 
that Time might aſſiſt him with thoſe Reſolutions he 
had but too much need of in this Exigence. 

Olimpia received him with the ſame Tranſports of 
Joy as ſhe would have done had he been her Son, and 
after the firſt Teſtimonies of Eſteem and Gratitude were 
over, ſhe conducted him to the Apartment of Ermi- 
via: The meeting of theſe Lovers bad ſomething in it 
extremely ſingular : Erminia no ſooner perceived him 
entering than the brighteſt Joy disfuſed itſelf all over 
her Face, while at the ſame time a cryſtal Torrent 
guſh'd from her Eyes ; her Heart yet full of Grief for 


the fears of his Death, could teitify the Pleaſure ſhe 


had to ſee him living, no otherwiſe than by her Tears; 
and Timantes, agitated in the moſt cruel manner, by 
Love, Deſpair, Remorſe, and Gratitude, fell at her 
Feet without the Power of uttering one Word: On- 
pia who imagined her Preſence might put a Conſtraint 


upon them, made a Pretence to quit the Room, Things 


between them being in a Situation which exempted 
them from the Decorums practiſed by others. 

But Timantes quite overcome with the Violence of 
his ſecret Emotions, remain'd in the ſame Poſture with 
his Eyes fixed on thoſe of Erminia without being able 
yet to ſpeak to her. What a Surpriſe was it to this 
amiable Lady to ſee him in this State! Timantes, ſaid 
ſhe to him with the ſoſteſt and moſt engaging Air, 

does 
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does this Silence, and the Melancholy I read in your 
Countenance accord with the Pleaſure of a meeting I 
ſo lately was forbid to hope ? As for me, if you have 


ſeen me ſhed Tears, they were occafion'd only through 


exceſs of Joy, and I have had fo much of Grief that 
this Effect of my Satisfaction may be pardon'd. Ah, 
Madam ! cried Timantes, thoſe precious Tears, thoſe 
Marks of your Goodneſs, which ought to complete all 
my Felicity, are a thouſand times more cruel to me 
than thoſe Torments which brought me to the Gates of 
Death. Theſe Words were no ſooner out of his Mouth, 
than he repented of having ſaid them; his Tranſports 
had compelled him to ſpeak in this manner even in 
ſpite of himſelf, and*the State in which he ſaw Ermi- 
mie made him know that there is nothing to be riſqued 
with thoſe who greatly love, and have no leſs a Share 
of Wit and Spirit. 

This beautiful Lady finding herſelf ready to faint, 
threw herſelf down in an eaſy Chair as a Perſon over- 
whelmed with the moſt terrible Misfortune ; what] ſaid 
me, with a Sigh as if the Breath that formed it meant 
to extract her Soul, is my Tenderneſs more cruel to 
you than Death? Inſtead of being charmed to ſee me, 
and that Heaven permits you to live for me, you ſeem 
only to regret that you were not ſeparated from me 
for ever.— Ah, Timantes what Language is this? and 
what have I not room to ſuſpect from it? At theſe Words 
ſhe gave a looſe to her Tears, which in a Moment o- 
vered all her Face; and Timantcs deſperate to think 
of his Imprudence, and much more fo for the Cauſe 
that made him commit it, vainly endeavoured to repair 


OR by a- thouſand Proteſlations of Fidelity and 
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Love: The diſcerning Erminia ſaw there was fome- 
thing in his Soul which contradicted his Words, and 
beginning to imagine ſome part of her Misfortune weuld 
not ſuffer him to proceed, till he had explained the 
meaning of Words ſhe fo little expected to hear from 
him. 


Never Man was in greater Perplexity than he nom 
found himſclf ; but at laſt, the Sincerity of his Heart, 
and the Purity of his Intentions in regard of Erminia, 
gave him Courage to declare the whole Truth : He re- 
ſolved not only to obey her, but alſo to intreat her 
Advice on what he ought to do in a JunRure ſo rui- 
nous to their mutual Satisfaction: and having conjured 
her to liſten to him with more Pity than Anger ; Ado- 
Fable Erminia, continued he, Heaven is my Witneſs that 
I never :ruly loved any but yourſelß and that my Pal- 
ſion is accompanied with ſo perſect an Eſteem, that in 
eſpouſing you I ſhould not ſo much think I had taken 
a Wife, as acquired a faithful Friend whoſe Sincerity- 
and Tenderneſs would make all the Happineſs of my 
Life. I ſpeak not to you now, added he, with a Voice 
broken with Sighs, as a Man that hopes to be your 
Husband, but as a Friend who would facrifice every 
thing for you. Then he recounted to her, without Dif- 
guiſe, the unhappy Situation he was in: He painted to 
her in the molt lively Colours how unworthy it would 
be in him, not to give an honourable Name to his 
Daughter, and that as the Misfortune of her Birth 
ccul.! no way be repaired but by eſpouſing her Mother, 
he found hitaſelf under that cruel Neceffity ; and alſo 


that the holy Father in afliſting him in the laft and 


moſt ſolemn Duties of Religion had exatted from him 
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a Promiſe of making her his Wife, after having con- 
vinced him by undeniable Arguments that he ought to 
do ſo. 

This, Madam, ſaid he, is the miſerable Condition to 
which I am reduced: what can I do, by what un- 
known, unthought of, Maxim can I be relieved ? this 
is a Misfortune into which I fell, merely through Igno- 
rance, yet do I ſuffer all that the moſt premeditated 
Crimes deſerve: — In my Acquaintance with Zelonida, 
I had no other View than Pleaſure, and never ima- 
gined it would draw upon me any folid Engagement : 
But the Infant I have by her has changed the face of 
Things, and they aſſure me, that neither my Honour 
nor my Religion will permit me to be the Cauſe of In- 
famy to her to whom I have given Being ; the Mother 
being equal to me in Birth and Fortune, and at her 
own Diſpoſal as well as myſelf. Yet notwithſtanding all 
this, purſued he, I never can love but you, can ne- 
ver be happy unleſs united to you — ſomething ſure is 
due to myſelf —'tis too ſevere a Sacrifice they would 
exact from me — Oh, then vouchſafe to be my Con- 
ductreſs in this diſtracting Path, where I confeſs my 
Reaſon is bewilder'd. Love, Honour, Conſcience, Na- 
ture, and all the Aids of Man, by their different Emotions 
ſerve but to perplex me more; and tis from you, from 
you alone I can have Eaſe. 

The beautiful and diſcreet Erminia, who gave an 
extreme Attention to this Recital without ſuffering her- 
ſelf to be interrupted by the Emotions of any Paſſion, 
was ſo ſenſible of the Deſpair of Timantes by his man- 
ner of expreſſing himſelf, that ſhe in a manner forgot 
her own ; Her Tears ceaſed, and her ordinary Reſolu- 
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tion reſumed its wonted Empire in her Soul: She 
thought nothing cou'd be ſo mean as to diſſuade him 
from an Action in which ſhe cou'd not help avowing 
his Honour was deeply intereſted ; and though her 
| Love for him exceeded all that generally bears that 
Name, yet ſhe choſe rather to ſacrifice it to the Glory 
of her Lover, than ſuffer him to ſacrifice his Conſci- 
ence to his Paſſion ; And therefore, after a ſhort Pauſe, 
anſwer'd in theſe Terms. 

I have always judged, faid ſhe, with a Sigh which 
ſhe was not able to reſtrain, that a Maid of Zel- 
nida's Rank in the World, ought not to be treated 
as a vulgar Perſon; and the more ſhe has tranſgreſs'd 
againſt her Modeſty, the more, I find, you are ob- 
liged to repair a Fault of which you were the ſole 
Occaſion: I confeſs that I ought never to have ba- 
niſhed this Idea from my Mind as a Defence from 
a Paſſion now but too well eſtabliſhed — Yes, 
continued ſhe, uſing her utmo Efforts to fuppreſs 
her Sighs, it is not in my Power to ceaſe to love 
you: I find you in every thing too worthy for me 
to repent of the Kindneſs I have for you, unhappy 


as it makes me But if I cannot overcome my | 


Tenderneſs, I know, at leaſt, how to preſcribe Bounds 
to it. Therefore, Timantes, reſume your Tran- 
quillity— do nat Honour and Conſcienc demand 
from you in favour of Zelonida and her Daughter 
I give you back the Vows you have made to me, 
and recal mine but to quit the World for ever — 
I will not reproach you, that on the firſt Declara- 
tion of your Love, I remonſtrated to you what even 
then my Heart predicted, I only beg you will be 

ſilent 
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ſilent on the true Occaſion of our breaking off —— 
leave to my ſelf the Care of my own Glory, ſince 
T ſacrifice every thing elie to yours; and permit that 
this Change in our Aﬀairs may ſeem owing to me 
alone My Behaviour will inſtruct you what 
to do—But above all, I wou'd have you teſtify ſome 
Grief when I declare my Reſolution; I am fatisfy'd 
it will not be counterfeit, for 1 eaſily perceive you 
are no leſs unfortunate than Erminia Adieu, 
Timantes, add ed ſhe, waving her Hand, may that 
Diſquiet which muſt be eternal to me, be ſoon for- 
got by you---- But this Proceeding will, I doubt, but 
too much remind you of the Difference between Ze. 
Enid and the loſt Erminia. 

With theſe Words ſhe withdrew haſtily to her 
Cloſet, and ſhutting the Door after her, left the deſolate 
Tinantes full of Admiration, more amorous than e- 
ver, and quite beſides himſelf with Deſpair: He 
ſpoke to her a long time through the Door, but ſhe 
neither open'd it, nor gave any Anſwer to what he 
faid ; and this unhappy Lover, fearing to be ſurpri- 
ſed in that Agitation, went out of the Houſe with- 
out well knowing what he did: He paſſed the Re- 
mainder of the Day in the moſt terrible Confuſion 
of Mind, nor did the Night afford him any more 
Fiepoſe: The Reſolution he had taken to go to Ze- 
hnida the next Day would not ſuffer him to taſte 
the Sweets of Sleep one Moment. But, in fine, be- 
lieving that the more he retarded this Viſit, the 
more Repugnance to it he ſhould find in himſelf, he 
went in the Morning to her Houſe, after having 
been abſent from her near fix Months. 
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Zelonida hearing he was there, ordered he ſhould 
be admitted, and received him with a grave Polite- 
neſs, and fo much Ceremony as very much diſcon- 
certed him ; but imagining that Jealouſy and Spite 
had made her aſſume an Air thus cold and reſerved, 
he took but little Notice of it ; and having ſeated 
himſelf in a Chair juſt oppoſite to her, and defired 
her to order her People to withdraw that he might 
communicate ſomething to her, they were no ſooner 
alone than he began to ſpeak in this manner. 

I believe, Madam, faid he, you will be a little 
ſurpriſed at the Language I ſhall now addreſs you 
in: You have always known me fo great a Lover 
of Liberty, and Enemy of Marriage, that you can- 
not hear without Aſtoniſhment that I am now be- 
come wholly the reverſe----but, Madam, there is a 
Time for all Things----I have ſeen you alſo in the 
ſame Sentiments, but am perſuaded you are too wiſe 
to retain them Rill; and flatter my felf you will 
even aſſiſt me in intirely baniſhing from my Mind 
thoſe Errors of Youth : The dear Pledge we have 
of our mutual Tenderneſs obliges both the one and 
the other to think with more Solidity ; and it is for 
her Sake, for the Sake of your own Glory and alſo 
for mine, that I now come with an Intent to offer 
you my Hand and Faith, and to intreat you will 
vouchſafe me yours---Let us put that innocent Crea- 
ture into a Condition, which may not, hereafter, 
bring a Bluſh upon her Face for having received her 
Being from us-----Ler us have nothing to reproach. 
our ſelves with for having refuſed her a Good which 
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of Marriage put an End to thoſe Diſcourſes which 
the too great Freedom of our paſt Conduct has oc- 
caſioned. We are equal in Birth; our Eſtates united 
ſufficient to ſupport a Pomp ſuperior to what we 
need be ambitious of, and to render our Daughter 
the greateſt Fortune in Provence: Therefore, beau- 
tiful Zelonida, fince it is to our mutual Intereſt, 
Happineſs, and Honour to terminate this Affair, I 
cannot think you will heſitate if you ſhou'd con- 
ſent. 

During all this Diſcourſe, Zelonida appeared in the 
greateſt Surpriſe ; and when ſhe perceived he had 
given over ſpeaking, I believe, ſaid the to him with 
a haughty and reſerved Air, that my Complaiſance 
in hearing all you have faid with Patience may 


_ deſerve more reſpectſul Treatment from you for the 


future, and that you will never more have the Pre- 
ſumption to entertain me with ſuch Fooleries 
What is it you tell me of Marriage, of a Pledge of 
mutual Love, of a Daughter to whom you muſt give 
an Eſtate }— Do you know to whom you ſpeak ? 
Or do you take me for ſome other Perſon ? 
What is it to me if you have been an Enemy to 
Marriage, or are now reconciled to it? Indeed, 
Timantes, I cannot comprehend the Meaning of all 
this—I never had any Concern with your Affections, 
nor regarded you any farther than as an agreeable 
Acquaintance — A Man of Gallantry, and whoſe 
Birth and Wit rendred you worthy of ſome Eſteem. 


But certainly your late Sickneſs has deprived you of 


your Reaſon—It muſt be ſo, your Head is wrong, 
and I ſhould pity you---for I cannot think this Be- 
kaviour 
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haviour a premeditated Inſult----but whatever it be, 
you will obtain nothing from me on the Score you 
mention 

If Timantes had felt the ſevereſt Inquietudes in 
bringing himſelf to make her this Propoſal, the 
Boldneſs of Zelonida, and the Horror ſhe inſpired in 
him, were yet for ſome Moments more alarming : 
He was ſeized with an unequalled Aftoniſhment, and 
cou'd not comprehend how ſuch a monſtrous Aſſu- 
rance could have place in a Female Mind : What, 
Madam, faid he, has fix Months time made you 
forget a Commerce of two Years, and the Birth of 
a Daughter? Audacious Man ! interrupted Zalnida 
riſing in a Fury, I ſhall try whether you may be 
permitted to affront me in this manner with Impw 
nity ; ---- but I tell you once more, I impute the 
Offence you commit againſt me to the LoG of your 
Reaſon ; therefore be gone, and endeavour to regain 
your Senſes before you ſee me again. 

It is true indeed, replied Timantes, quitting his 
Seat alſo, that he muſt be intirely abandoned by his 
Reaſon who would eſpouſe Zelonida ; and the Step 
which I have taken is ſo ſhameful to me that I can 
never too much repent me of it. He went out of 
the Room as ſoon as he had ſpoke theſe Words ; 
and Zelonida, very well pleaſed to be rid of him, 
gave her ſelf no Pain either for his Contempt or E- 
ſeem. 

As for him, he was fo loſt in Amazement at what 
had now befallen him that he ſcarce cou'd think 
himſelf awake: The more he reflected, the leſs he 
was able to reconcile ſuch Impudence and Falſhood 

18 
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in a Woman nobly born. While he was full of the 
dilturb'd Ideas this Adventure had raiſed in him, he 
met one of his moſt intimate Friends, who perceiv- 
ing he was greatly agitated, demanded the Reaſon ; 
on which Timantes, without any Scruple, related to 
him the whole Progreſs of his Affair with Zelinida, 
and the Converſation he now had held with her. 
Damit, for fo this Gentleman was called, found 
ſomething ſo pleaſant in the Story that he could not 
keep himſelf from laughing out of meaſure: But, 
my dear Timantes, (aid he, why did you make ſuch 
an Offer ? Since in the Terms you are with Ermi- 
nia, you cou'd not ſure delign to marry Zelonida. 
I had my Reaſons, replied the other coldly. Well 
then, reſumed Damis, if you have the thing really 
at Heart, nothing is more eaſy than for you to 
confront Zelonida ; Her Daughter is doubtleſs regi- 
ſtred under her Name and yours; ſend therefore for 
the Extract of her Baptiſm, and give her an intire 
Confuſion. I will never ſee her more, replied 77. 
mantes, but I will follow your Advice, to the end 
IT may conſult what I had beſt do for my little Daugh- 
ter. Then returning to his Houſe, with a Mind and 
Air much more ſerene than what both were at his 
leaving it, he diſpatched ſome of his People immedi- 
ately into the Country where Zelonida had made the 
Child be baptized, and ordered them to bring him the 
Extract from the Regiſter of the Pariſh. 

He had no ſooner given theſe Commands than he 
ran to Olimpia's; he found that Lady with Erminia, 
and bath of them extremely melancholy ; but the for- 

mer, 
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mer, on perceiving him enter, cried out, Come, come, 
Timantes, you have been already too long abſent: See 
here a Perſon, added ſhe, pointing to Erminia, who 
has need of your Counſel and your Alſiſlance; for whe- 
ther it be feigned, or real, I know not, but all this 
Morning ſhe bas talked of nothing but a Cloiſler, a Re- 
treat from the Follies and Deceptions of the World 
the Uncertainty of human Bleſhngs, and the Remorſe 
for having broke a Vow, ſhe pretends to have made, of 
becoming a Recluſe: I conjure you, my dear Timantes, 
to expel theſe melancholy Vapours-----but I know you 
are too much intereſted not to employ all your Endea- 
vours for that Purpcſe. Mine have been incfiec- 
tual, 
No, no, charming Erminia, ſaid he, flying to the 
Place where ſhe was fitting, and throwing himſelf at 
her Feet, with an Air all iatisfied and tender, it ſhall 
not be permitted you to break the Tyes which hold ug 
to each other----There is nothing can diſpenſe with you 
from being mine --But, continued he, the wiſe Olimpia 
is too worthy of our Confidence not to be made acquaint- 
ed with a Myſtery, which at laſt puts an End to both 
our Diſcontents. Then, without giving ber Time to 
reply, he made an exact Recital to Olimpia, of all that 
had paſſed between Erminia, Zelonide and himſelf: 
Thus, added he, there is no longer any Obſtacle to my 
Happineſs: The Juſtice of Heaven knowing that Ze. 
hnida was unworthy of the Sacrifice I would have made 
her, permitted her to act in ſo extraordinary and un- 
natural a faſhion, to reſtore me to my dear, my moſt 


adored &rminia, 


Olimpia 
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Olimpia was equally ſurpriſed at this Adventure, 
and the Secret they had made of it; but charmed to 
find it had ſo happy a Conſequence, retard not then, 
ſaid ſhe, any longer your Marriage, and let me have 
the Satisfaction, before I die, to ſee thoſe two, 
who are moſt dear to me in the World, united toge- 
ther. 
And what will then become of that little Innocent? 
ſaid Erminia, tenderly. I am extremely touched for 
her Fate, replied Timantes ; but ſince Zehnida refuſes 
to render her Birth legitimate, what can I do for her ? 
She muſt be among the Number of thoſe who have 
no Name, no Kindred, and ſcem to come into the 
World only to fill the Number of the Miſerable. 
They had ſome farther Diſcourſe on this Subject, and 
it was at laſt agreed on that ſhe ſhould receive her 
Education in a Convent, and take on her the Habit 
when ſhe arrived at the Age appointed for Initiation. 
Aſter this, Love and Joy took up all their Mo- 
ments, and the beautiful Erminia yielded to the Soli- 
citations of her Kinſwoman and her Lover, to reſume 
her former Gaiety. 

The next Day Timantes's People returned with the 
Extract of his Daughter's Baptiſm : But what became 
of this amazed Lover when he found that the mali- 
cious Zelonida hid preſented her under the Name of 
Erminia inſtead of her own ! His Rage was fo ex- 
ceſſive that there was no Violence of which he was 
not capable againſt that wicked Woman, to revenge 
the innocent Erminia fo injured, fo affronted. He 
ran to the Houſe of the former with a Deſign to give 
the utmoſt looſe to his Reſentment ; but as ſhe ima- 

gined 
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gined he would be ſoon informed of the Effect of her 
Malice, ſhe quitted Montpellier the Night after he ſaw 
her, and was gone to an Eſtate ſhe had above twenty 
Leagues eff. 

The deſperate Timantes not knowing what Courſe to 
take, went directly to Erminia, and following the na- 
tural Openneſs and Sincerity of his Heart, related to 
ber and Olimpia the unworthy and treacherous Strata- 
gem Zelnida had put in practice. He a thouſand times 
over demanded Pardon of the virtuous Erminia for this 
Outrage, and conjured her to take on him what Ven- 
geance ſhe thought proper. This beautiful Lady bluſh'd 
almoſt to Death at the Recital of this new Incident ; 
but as ſhe knew him intirely innocent of the Deſign, 
Ceaſe, Dantes, (aid ſhe, to aflit yourſelf ; She who 
could have ſacrificed all the Happineſs of her Life to 
your Glory, is alſo capable of as great Things for your 
Repo/e ; and ſince Zelonida has thought fit to make me 
a Mother before my Time, I will accept the Title in 
your favour: Satisfied of my Innocence, I fear not that 
this Action will ſully the Purity of it. Deeds of this 
nature cannot always be concealed, the whole Truth 
will one Day come out ; and I find it much more no- 
ble for me to adopt an Infant which is not my own, 
than it is ſhameful for Zeloxida to have given it Birth, 
and afterwarcls renounce it. 


'Tis utterly impoſſible to expreſs the Admiration of 
Timantes at ſo illuftrious and uncommon a Proof of 


Love for him. Oh Heaven ! cry'd he, tranſported, 
what a beautiful Contraſt of Characters between the di- 
vine Erminia, and the vicious, the imprudent Jelani- 
E. 


Ver. I. da! 
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| 4a! Adorable Erminia! how ought I to regret the 


Years I have paſſed without you! in what manner can 
I be able to recompenſe ſuch diſtinguiſhed Virtues ! By 


"continuing to love me, anſwered ſhe : tis all I ask, and 


all I want to give me perſect Happineſs. Many Hours 
were taken up in mutual Demonſtrations of Love, Joy, 
and Gratitude, and there now remaining no Impedi- 
ment to their Marriage, a Day was appointed for the 
Celebration of it. | 

The Birth, Fortune, and above all the Paſſion of T- 
mantes, and the Merits of Erminia, obliged him to have 
it ſolemnized with all imaginable Magnificence ; and his 
beautiful Bride reſolving that the Ceremony of declar- 
ing herſelf Mother to the Daughter of Zelonida ſhould 
be publickly performed, this Action attracted the Praiſe 
and Admiration of all Montpellier; Timantes and his 
Friends having taken care the whole Truth ſhould be 
made known, tis hard to ſay which exceeded their 
Eſteem for Erminia, or their Contempt of Zehnida, who 
being informed of all that paſſed, durit never more re- 


turn to the City. 
As ſor the lovely Wife of Nantes, ſhe no ſooner 


took on her the Name of Mother, than ſhe felt the na- 


tural Affection of one, and employ'd all her Cares to 
render the Daughter of Paten worthy of what the 
had done for her: Heaven fo well ſucceeded her pious - 
Endeavours to prevent any Diſcourſe which might be 
10 the detriment of this young Maid, that in time eve- 
ry body ſeemed to have forgot ſhe derived her Being 
from any other than the incomparable Erminia. = 


Dantes 
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Timante: inchanted with the Virtve and Sweetnels of 
his Spouſe, lived with her in the moſt perſect Iuielli- 
gence, and proved by his Conſtancy that Love aud 
Marriage are not incompatible. Thus Love more ſtrong 
in Erminia than Nature in*Zelobida, obliged the one + 
to declare herſelf a Mother wittionc being fo, while Re- 
venge and Vice deſlroy'd in the other all the Emotions 
of Blood, and Conhderation of Divine or Human 
Laws. | 


Innocence which ſhews itſelf in all the 
Actions of the Perſon poſſeſt of it: a 
Woman of real Modeſty, conſcious of 

39 the Purity of her Intentions does not al- 
ways keep a ſtrict Guard over herſelf in little Things : 
She acts no Evil, and therefore fears not Cenſure, nor 
thinks a ſevere Decorum is exacted from her. 

Falſe Virtue on the contrary is a perpetual Conſtraint 
to thoſe that wear that Mask: a fort of Fear and Cir- 
cumſpection may be ſeen in the leaſt of their Actions:: 
and as their Aim is not to avoid Evil but to be thoughe 
to do ſo, they neither look, nor ſpeak, nor move, with- 
out having before conſulted in what manner. An 1n- 

| capacity 
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capacity in h,, of reſiſting Temptations, makes 
them imagine the ſame in other; ; and for the better 
Concealment of the Diſorders in their own Conduct 
they make no ſcruple of cenſuring the moſt regular: 
what they deſpair of imitating they uſe their utmoſt 
Efforts to deſtroy : and by affecting an exterior Gravity, 
think themſelves authoriſed to condemn the moſt inno- 
cent Liberties as criminal. A g Woman rarely be- 
lieves, and never ſpeaks to the Diſadvantage of her 
Sex, and will rather pity than condemn thoſe Errors 
which are too publick to be concealed : Whereas the 
Prude exults at an Opportunity of Scandal, and per- 
ſuaded that her own Miſcarriages are ſufficiently ſcreen'd 
by her Precautions, makes it her whole Buſineſs to pry 
into, and expatiate on thoſe of her Neighbour. But 
the difference of theſe Characters will be beſt exempli- 
fed in two Perſans, whoſe real Names I ſhall conceal 
under thoſe of Cela and Berelije. | 

Celia was young, beautiful, well-ſhaped, had a great 
ſhare of Wit, was of a gay and fprightly Temper, and 
had a thouland agreeable Turns in Converſation, which 
rendered her Society inchanting to all of her Acquain- 
tance. But to theſe Perſections were added others of a 
more ſolid and valuable Nature: ſhe was virtuous with- 
out Affectation, wiſe without deſiring to appear fo, and 
fincere, without R.udeneſs ; ſhe made all the Happineſs 
of a Husband whom ſhe adored, and by whom ſhe 
was adored, and as a high Birth and great Fortune ac- 
companied her Accompliſhments, ſhe never denied her- 
felf any Pleaſure that a Woman of her Age and Qua» 
lity could indulge without Prejudice to her Reputation. 
Balls, Operas, Comedies, Banquets, and Parties of 

E33 Pleaſure, 
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- Pleaſure, in their turns took up her time; and where 
ever ſhe appeared, ſhe gave that Chearfulneſs which ſhe 
always found within herſelf : Dorante: her Husband, 
was perfettly well acquainted with her Virtue, and 
pretended not to lay the leaſt Conſtraint upon her Hu- 
mour : whenever ſhe was in any Engagement without 
him, ſatisfied of her Conduct he demanded not who 
were her Companions in it; but then on the other 
hand the never failed to inform him, not becauſe ſhe 
imagined he would have expected her to do ſo, but be- 
cauſe it was a Pleaſure to herſelf to entertain him with all 
the little News ſhe could. But this happen'd very ſel- 
dom, their Friends were ſo ſenſible of the Defire they 
had to be together, that both the one and the other 
was always invited to all the Amuſements they pro- 
poſed, except at ſuch times that they knew Dorantes 
was obliged to attend the Court by reaſon of a great 
Employment he had there. Tis certain that Celia was 
never ſo gay, or took ſo great a Liberty in Behaviour, 
as when Dorantes was Witneſs of her Actions, and De- 
rantes never ſo galant as when the Eyes of Celia were 
the Judges of his Conduct. 
Ti eaſy to judge by the Character of Celia that 
ſhe was a Lady whoſe Society afforded too much Plea- 
ſure not to make her be loved and eſteemed by all Peo- 
ple of Diſcernment of both Sexes, and that her Houſe 
was a continual Rendezvous for all the Gay and Ami- 
able. 
In the ſame Street with Celia, and juſt oppoſite to 
her Houſe, was that of Bereliſe, a rich Widow, but 
whoſe Charms being on the decline, attracted few Viſi- 
tors bat ſuch: who come on the footing of old Acquain- 
tance, 
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tance, and could afford her only ſuch ſerious and in- 
fipid Entertainments, as were little agreeable to the 
real Inclinations of this Lady, The Pleaſures of the 
World indeed had quitted her, but ſhe could not quit 
the Pleaſures without extreme Regret, tho' ſhe pretend- 
ed the contrary in all her Diſcourſe : Loadly condemn- 
ing all thoſe who-lived ia a manner different from her- 
ſelf, treating as Coquets all whoſe Beauty attracted 
thoſe Praiſes which could not juſtly be refuſed them, 
and continually traducing their Conduct: affecting the 
ſevereſt Virtue, regarding the moſt pure Paſſion as a 
Breach of Modeſty, and exclaiming againſt all manner 
of Galantries, tho internally no Enemy to it in the 
ut moſt Extent. 

As ſhe choſe the Company of her old and grave 
Friends, but when ſhe had no Opportunity of enjoying, 
that of others more agreeable to the ſecret Inclinations 
of her Heart, ſhe frequently viſited where ſhe knew 
the moſt gay and galant of both Sexes aſſembled : but 
not to contradict the auſtere Virtue ſhe pretended, ſhe 
went not into any of theſe Houſes but to make long 
Sermons on Honour and Reputation : tearing to pieces 
the Characters of the Abſent, and under the pretence 
of friendly Admonitions laſhing the Conduct of the 
Preſent. 

This was a Character which made her Company as 
little deſired by her own Sex, as her want of Beauty 
did by the other: thoſe of her own Neighbqurhood 
fhunn'd her as much as poſſible, yet would ſhe intrude 
| herſelf, where ever ſhe could, for no other purpoſe than 
the Satisfaction of ridiculing the moſt innocent Paſſa- 
When not. admitted to their Entertainments ſhe 
E. 4 would 
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would fit whole Days at her Windows to obſerve what 
Perſons came to them, and place Spies to follow where- 
ever they went. But among all thoſe who excited her 
Envy, the young and beautiful Celia had the greateſt 
Share: She repreſented her Chearfulneſs as Boldnefs, 


der way of Dreſſing as Coquetry, her innocent Free- 


doms as Irregularities, and the Complaiſance of De- 
rasten as Blindneſs and want of judgment: In fine, 
there were no Terms of diſhonourable or ridiculous, 
which ſhe did not give to the Actions of both the Hus- 
band and the Wiſe. 

Celia was ſoon informed of all this, not only by her 
Friends, but by the Behaviour of Bere/i/e herſelf; 
whoſe Age giving her a Privilege of ſpeaking, would 
eften reprimand with a kind of bitter Eagerneſs thoſe 
Things which ſhe pretended to diſlike in her Conduct; 
and often told Dorantes, in her Preſence, that he al- 
lowed her too much Liberty. This Gentleman, who 
verily believed ſhe had no leſs Virtue than ſhe affected, 
took her Remonſtrances in good part ; but ſaid that 
being perfectly convinced of the Diſcretion of his Wife, 
he thought that he ought not to lay any Conſtraint up- 
on her: that nothing could be a greater Affront to In- 
nocence than Suſpicion : that a Woman ought not to 
have a Watch ſet upon her Conduct who had never 
done any thing to occaſion a doubt of its Regularity ; 
and that having as much Reaſon to eſteem, as love 
Cella, he knew his Honour intirely fafe in her Hands, 

But theſe Anſwers, far from impoſing Silence on the 
Prude, ſerved only to heighten her Malice ; ſhe main- 
tained that a Man of Senſe ought not to carry the Eſ- 


' teem and Love he had for a Wife ſo far as not to ex- 
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amine with the ſtricteſt Eye into the moſt minute Par- 
ticulars of her Liſe: that the more he valued her, the 
more he ought to take care ſhe ſhould continue worthy 
of it, and ſhould not, as he did, ſuffer her to keep ſo 
much Company, eſpecially of the younger ſort : that 
all theſe Feaſts, Balls, and Entertainments were of an 
unſpeakable Prejudice to her Reputation, and that ſuch 

a Magnificence of Dreſs, Jewels, and other ſuperfluous 

Ornaments were a waſteful Expence of Time and Mo- 

ney; and did not become a Woman who would be 

ö thought to have no other Aim than to pleaſe ber Hus- 

l band. 

To all this Dorantes replied with Mildneſs, ima- 
gining ſtill that this Exceſs of Severity was only owing 
to her Age, and therefore argued with her only in &"- 
polite Manner, that is, he oppoſed not what ſhe ſaid, 
but changed not, in the leaſt, his Behaviour to Celta. 
This beautiful Perſon however, who had always been 
very merry on the Leſſons of Bereliſe, thinking it a 
thing of no Importance, could not avoid being a little 
piqued when ſhe found her Aim was to render her Hug. 
band jealous, and inſpecting, and by conſequence de- 
ſtroy all that ſweet and agreeable Harmony in which 
they lived, and therefore reſolved to uſe her utmoſt Ap. 
plication to find out the Cauſe of her perfiſting in ſuch. 
a Behaviour. 

She had too much Wit and Penetration to be long 
ignorant of the Character of this Widow ; till nom the 
| had not given herſelf the leiſure to examine into it ; but 
ſhe no ſooner ſet about it, than ſhe found' that Berehiſe - 
was one of thoſe who would ſacrifice even Virtue's ſelf 
to appear more virtuous than others, and thought in 
E 5 black” 
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blackning the Conduct of her Neighbours, ſhe gave a: 
double Whiteneſs to her own. Perſuaded of this Truth, 
the communicated it to Dorante: as well to eraſe out of 
his Mind any Ideas the Diſcourſe of Berel;ſe might have 
Taiſed in it, as to have the Pleaſure of rallying with. 
that Vivacity and Pelicacy, ſhe was ſo much Miſtreſs of, 


" the Affectation of that Prude. 


Dorantes was charmed with her manner ef expreſ- 
lng the Sentiments ſhe had on the ſcrupulous Virtue of 
Bereliſe, but would have diſſuaded her from judging. 
her otherwiſe than ſhe appeared : Not being able to al- 
ter his Opinion, that all the Severity of that Widow was 
no more than what was common. for Perſons of her 
Age to teſtify againſt the Amuſements of Youth, who 
ordinarily condemned what they could no longer ſhare. 
farther than her Spouſe into the real Motives of Bere- 
Ae Behaviour, could not be eaſy till ſhe had found the 
means of convincing him of the Falfity of her Preten- 
Kons,. and ſome way or other revenged herſelf of the 
Brick Reflexions ſhe had launched into, againſt her in 
all Companies. 

This Reſolution having ſettled itſelf in her Mind, he. 
fearce thought of any thing befide ; and one Day as 
the was very full of it, a young Lady, named Amin- 
#ha, came to viſit her : the Conformity of their Hu- 
mours had united theſe two in the moſt ſtrict Friend - 
ſhip even from their Infancy ; they were-both extreme- 
10 beautiful, gay, witty, and good-natured, no other 
difference between them than that the one was married, 
and the other a Virgin, and living under the Govern- 
| nent of a Mother, who avoiding the two Extremes of 
Severity, 
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Severity, or over much Indulgence, had the Art toren- 
der herſelf beloved and feared by her Children in fach. 
fort as that their greateſt Pleaſure ſeemed to conkiſt in 
their Obedience to her Orders,. and their chief Repug · 
nance againſt thoſe Thidgs which they thought would 
be diſobliging to her. She was a Widow and Miſtreſs 
of a conſiderable Eſtate, her Family was compoſed of 
no more than a Son and a Daughter; the former was 
in the Army, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his Valour 
and Magnificence trom all the young Cavaliers of his 
Funk; the young Amintha's Character I have already 
given, and ſhall add that her Beauty, Birth, and For- 
tune made her be looked upon as a Match not inferior 
to any of the Nobility : but her Mother having en- 
Joyed the Sweets of a moſt happy Marriage ; loving, 
and being beloved by her worthy Husband till Death 
deprived her of him, reſolved if poſſible, not to render 
her Daughter leſs felicitous in that State than - herſelf 
had been; and this occaſioned ſo much Difficulty in the 
Choice of a Son-in-law, that Amintha had almoſt ar- 
rived at the Age of Twenty without any Perſon being 
recommended to her by her Mother ; as this young 
Beauty had never known what it was to loye, and 
thought herſelf happy in the innocent Liberties ſhe was 
permitted to take, Marriage was a thing to which ſhe 
did not give the leaſt Attention, nor once- wiſhed to- 
change her preſent way of. Life.. 
| The Society. of Cale uns the deareſt Conlideration 
that employed. her Thoughts, and theſe two amiable- 
Friends, whenever they were together, had- nothing in- 
at publick Shews, or * 
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ſomething of their own immediately, which well com- 
penſated for the want of thoſe Delights they could not 
have at that time. Celia no ſooner ſaw Amintha en- 
ter, than having embraced her, my dear Amintha, ſaid 
the, with her accuſtomed Gaiety, I am always charmed 
to ſee you, but more particularly ſo to-day ; I find my 
ſelf in ſo whimſical and fantaſtical a Humour that. no- 
A reftored me to my 


. "EO anſwered Amintha, in the 
fame Tone, that gives me no room to believe there is 
any change in you ; and if you are thus, when in an 
IIx humour, I ſhalt prefer it to the moſt agreeable Mo- 
ments of all other Women : But purſued ſhe ſmiling, 
may I not know for what reaſon you imagine yourſelf 
thus diſconcerted ? Oh ! replied Celia, I do not pretend 
to conceal it from you, the Pride oppoſite to us is the 
Cauſe: Bereliſt is the Object; and I am fo picqued at 
the Aſperſions ſhe has thrown upon me, and the ill 
Counſel ſhe has given to Dorantes, that for theſe three 
Days I have breath'd nothing but Revenge againſt her. 
No, continued ſhe, I cannot believe the auſtere Virtue 
tHe affects is real, and ſhould have the higheſt Satisfac- 
gion in diſcovering ſome Affair on the ſcore of that 
Woman, that might overwhelm her with Shame anc 
Confuſion. 

If that be all required for your Contentment, faid 
Amintbs, you have reaſon, my dear Celia, to tell me 
| that my Company is alone capable of diſſipating your 
humour; fince I know thoſe Things of Bereliſ. 
which I believe no other of your Acquaintance are in- 
formed of ; and which will prove how juſtly you think 

| ob 
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on ber 'Tis not, indeed, added the, with 6 
ſcornful Smile, for her to preach up Maxime of 
Virtue, which even at that Age the is incapable of 

iſing herſelf. 

Theſe few Words rejoiced the very Soul of Celia, 
and the Hope of having it in ber power to convince 
Dorantes and all her Friends, of the Hypocriſy of Be- 
reliſe, adding to her natural Gaiety, made her fay a 
thouland pleaſant things on the Occaſion. Aminthe, 
whoſe Contempt of ſuch a Behaviour was not at all 
inferior to that of her fair Friend, nor had a le ſhare 
of Wit, replied with the ſame Spirit; and for near a 
quarter of an Hour their Converſation had a Vivaci- 
ty which gave neither of them time to enter into & 
ſerious Diſcourſe. 

But Celia Curioſity at laſt prevailing, the gave trice 
to thoſe violent Emotions of Laughter, which till then 
had interrupted the Voice of both, and demanded ſe- 
veral times of Amintha, before ſhe was able to re- 
ply, if it weretrue indeed, that the Wiſe, the Grave, the 
Virtuous, the Antiquated Bere liſe had a Lover? 

Nothing is more certain, anſwered the other, as ſoon as 
the could command her felf enough to ſpeak. This WI 
dow, fo reſerved, ſo much above all the bite Follies 
of the tender Paſſion, and fo averſe to pardon them in 
Youth, is in this advanced Age paſlionately in love 
with a young Cavalier, who, they ſay, has many Ac- 
compliſhments, that render him worthy of a better 
Fate. Why does he not ſeek it then ? interrupted C4 
ha. I will tell you, reſumed Amnintha, the whole 
Source and Progreſs of this Adventure, if you will 
have patience. . 
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ſom, well made, has a great deal of Wit, and will one 
day be Maſter of a conſiderable Eſtate, which is now 
embaraſſed by the Diſorder in which his Father left 
his Affairs at his Death: A-confiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney being requiſite for diſintangling his Territories, he 
at preſent enjoys but a very moderate Revenue; and 
*tis that, we imagine, has given him Thoughts of 
eſpouſing the Widow, who has a large Fortune in her 
own Hands, as well as a Dowry, and might enable him 
to recover his Inheritance. One of my Mother's Wo- 
men has a Nephew in the Service of Bere/i/e, and from 
her I learned all the Circumſtances of this Intrigue, the 
Boy every day acquainting her with it, and mocking 
the AﬀeQation of his old Miſtreſs, who behaves with 
her Lover as a young and beautiful Perſon would 
do, that ſtood in fear of her Parents not approving. 
her Choice ; permitting him never to viſit her but at 
Night, and writing to him every day, that ſome Ac- 
cident or other had like to have diſcovered their In- 
 gerviews. This Boy is employed. to carry the Let- 
ters, and bring back Anſwers from Lyſander: His 
Vouth, and ſuppeſed Ignorance in theſe matters, mak- 
ing her more readily confide in him than any other 
of her Domeſticks, but never Woman was more unhap- 
pily deceived ; he has not only the Infidelity which- 
is natural enough to his Years, but alſo a certain 
Smartneſs which teaches him bow to repreſent an 
Amour like this, in the moſt ridiculous Colours: E 
muſt confeſs, I had a contemptible Notion of a- Per- 
fon, who could think of ſacrificing his whole Life to 
fuch a Creature as Bereli/e, but the Woman I men» 
tioned having ſhewn him to me one evening, as he 
was 


was going to the Houſe of that Prude, I ſaw nothing 
in him which did not contradict the Opinion I had 
conceived of his mercenary Nature ; there. was ſome- 
thing in his Air, ſo grand, ſo noble, that from that 
moment I began to pity thoſe Misfortunes which 
alone could have reduced him to make ſuch a 

Ah ! I am charmed, cried Celia with a great Sigh, 
as one who had extremely conſtrained her ſelf to keep 
Silence, I am inchanted with this Diſcovery | But bow 
ſhall we do to procure ſome of. the Letters of Bere-- 
liſe ? the Stile muſt certainly be particular ; theſe fort. 
of Women never expreſs themſelves like others 
What a Satisfaction would it be to have in my hands- 
thoſe undeniable Proofs of her: diflembled Virtue! 
Amintha, my dear Amintha, continued ſhe with the 
utmoſt Eagerneſs, you ſhall ſlay and lie with me to- 
night ; Dorantes is out of Town, and will not re- 
turn in ſome Days: you muſt not refuſe me your 
Company till then, and during his Abſence we will. 
contrive together ſome Stratagem. to get one of theſe- 
Love-letters, and ſhew him when be comes home: 
and to have the more liberty of conſulting what is 
beſt to do in this Affair, we will go and take a 
Walk in the Tuilleries, that we may not be inter- 
rupted by any Viſitors, or by Bereliſ her ſelf, who» 
has perſecuted me with. her Company. ever ſince my 
Husband's Departure. 

This no ſooner was propoſed than executed, Amin- 
tha only exacting that they ſhould call at her Mo- 
thers to let her know, ſhe intended to ſtay ſome time- 
wick Cala: The Horſes were immediately put 2 
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the Coach, and they drove to the Houſe of that La. 
dy, where they obtained the Permiſſion they defired, 
and then went to the Tuilleries, and choſe one of the 
moſt retired Walks, that they might with the more 
liberty entertain themſelves with the Loves of Bere- 
Lie. Celia had come abroad with ſo much Precipita- 
tion, that ſhe intirely neglected all Thoughts of ad- 
' Juſting her Dreſs, and appeared the more plain, ay 
Amintha, knowing ſhe was always furrounded with 
a great deal of Company, had taken an extraordina- 
ry pains in ornamenting her ſeiſ that Day ; the Charms 
'of this young Beauty therefore, ſo much illuftrated, 
hindred thoſe of the other from being taken notice 
of Amintha, as they were walking, perceived it, and 
ſmiling on her amiable Companion; my dear Celia, 
faid the, iFI had at all reflected on what we were 
doing, I ſhould either have plucked off ſame of theſe 
Jewels, or reminded you of new modelling your 
Dreſy——— We have not the Air of two Friends, 
and if People judge by the Habits, as they generally 
do, I ſhall be taken for the Miſtreſs, and you for 
my Servant. "Tis no matter, replied Celia, laughing 
heartily, then I am not ſo great a Coquet as Bere- 
4% would repreſent me I muſt confeſs indeed I 
would not be difagreeable, but am ambitious of no 
new Conqueſts ; my Heart and Hand are already gt. 
yen, and in ſpite of our Prude, I have not the leaft 
Deſire to change their Situation. As for your part, 
my dear Amintha, you ire unmarried, and onght 
not to conceal thoſe Beauties which may attract a 


Heart worthy of you, and I would gladly paſs ſome 


time under you as a Servant, if it  — 
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your gaining a Husband who might reader your 
Fate as felicitous as mine. 

While they were talking in this manner, they ſaw 
very near them, an agreeable Cavalier, who in paF- 
fing ſeemed to look upon Amintba with an Air that 
denoted her Charms made ſome Impreſſion on his 
Heart: He made ſeveral Turns in order to behold 
her the more perſecily, and every time his Eyes de- 
clared he was more full of Admiration than before. 
The Ladies being deeply engaged in talk at firſt 
obſerved him not, but after he had croſſed the 
Walk three or four times, and contriv'd fo as to 
keep them continually in his ſight for a conſiderable 
time ; his Behaviour was too particular not to be ta- 
ken notice of, and Fmintha looking more heedfully 
upon him, preſently knew he was that Ly/ander whom 
her Mother's Servant had ſhewed to her as the Lo- 
ver of Bereliſe ; ſhe no ſooner diſcovered he was that 
Perſon, than ſhe informed Celia of it ; and that La- 
dy, who had the moſt fertile Invention in the World 
for thoſe things which might afford any Diverſion, im- 
mediately found an Opportunity in this Adventure, 
which ſhe was not willing to neglect. 

My dear Auiatba, ſaid ſhe to her, every thing, me 
thinks, conſpires to aſſiſt me in my juſt Revenge: Ly- 
ſander finds ſomething in your Attractions vaſtly dit - 
ferent from thoſe of Bereliſe : Let us ſeat our ſelves 
on a Bank, and ifhe is as much charmed with you 
as I imagine he is, he will find ſome Pretence to 
ſpeak to us: You ſhall paſs for me, and for Heaven's 
fake neglect nothing that may ſecure your Conqueſt, 
3 


! 


graceful manner, ſeated himſelf by the fide of Amin- 
tha, who was the only Perſon he regarded, taking 
| Celia for no other than one of her Women. 
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let me alone to manage the reſt. Amintha; no les 
gay than Celia, found ſomething ſo pleaſant in this 
little Deception, that ſhe heſitated not to comply 
with the Intreaty of her Friend, and they immedi- 
ately fat down. Ly/ander, whoſe Eyes, from the firſt 
Moment he had caſt them on Amintha, had been fixed. 
upon her, and whoſe Heart was really truck with 
the Luſtre: of her Charms, no ſooner ſaw them pla- 
ced, than after making a ſhort Turn, he drew near- 
er to them, and bowing in the moſt reſpeAful and 


30 


The extreme Pleaſantneſs of the Air and Seaſon 
made the firſt Subject of their Converſation : But 
Lyſander perceiving a certain Gaiety and Freedom 
in the Air and Diſcourſe of Amintha, which flattered 
him. with a Belief there would be no great Difficulty 
in obliging her to liſten to an Entertainment of a 


different nature, and preſſed by the Impatience of 
that Paſſion with which he was already inflamed, I 


cannot, Madam, ſaid he, ſufficiently expreſs my Aſto- 
niſhment, that a Beauty which. ought to be the Ad- 
miration of the whole World, can appear in the 
Tuilleries without a Train of Adorers, and that Fate 


| ſhould allot me alone the happy Opportunity of ad- 


drefling you. 


_  Amintha replied to this Galantry in the ſame man- 
ner. I am not deſirous of Company at all times, 


faid ſhe, and for that reaſon choſe this retired Walk: 


However, I'm not diſpleaſed that Chance, or Fate, or 
| what you pleaſe to call it, has ſent me a Cavalier, 


whoſe 


. 
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whoſe Society I ſhould not hefitate to prefer before- 
all thoſe whom I ſee yonder conducting other Ladies. 
This obliging Compliment was not unanſwered by. 
another yet more ſo, and the Converſation between them. 
growing ſtill more free, LIy/ander, with an Air be- 
tween the Serious and the Gay, made a fort of a De- 
claration of the Paſſion ſhe had inſpired him with, and 
the young Amintha replying in a manner which gave 
him the moſt flattering Hopes, he at laſt went ſo⸗ 
far as to beg leave to accompany her home, and that 
ſhe would permit him to viſit her the next Day. 
Amintha then pretending to conſult on that Affair 
with her Servant, ſpoke in a low Voice to Celia, 
who having inſtructed her in a few Words what ſhe 
would have her do, I have an Equipage waits for 
going with me, on condition you will not think it 
ſtrange that T oblige you to take your leave as ſoon- 
as we come to the Gate, and that you promiſe not 
to come to my Houſe to morrow till it grows dark;. 
becauſe, continued ſhe, I have a Neighbour that 
would not fail to make a thouſand ill natured Reflexi-. 
ons, if ſhe ſhould ſee I received the Viſits of a Ca- 
valier, ſuch as your ſelf, during the Abſence of my 
Husband, This Air of Secrecy confirming Ly/an- 
der, that his Addreſſes would not be diſpleaſing to 
her, promiſed to perform exactly what ſhe defired of 


him; and it now growing late, and Amintha teſti - 


ſying an Inclination to retire, he led her to her 
Coach, and by her permiſſion went into it with her, 
where Celia continuing her Character, placed her 
ſelf in a reſpectfſul manner oppoſite to them. 
Lyſander 
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Lyſander wu fo taken up with the Wit and Beao- 
ty of Amintha, that the Coach was at Celia's Gate, 
before he perceived he was in the Street where Bere- 
i lived; but having alighted before they entered the 
Court-Yard at the requeſt of Aminthe, he ſoon diſco- 
vered where he was, and was not a little ſurpriſed 
to ſee himſelf near enough to that Lady's Houſe to 
be known by her or her Servants, had any of them 
been at the Windows; but as it was late, and the 
Hour at which ſhe uſually ſupped, he had the Op- 
portunity of retiring without being diſcovered, which 
he did with ſome precipitation after he had taken 
leave of Amintha, and ſaid ſeveral obliging things to 
Celia, in order to engage her in his Intereſts, 
Theſe three Perſons ſeparated with an equal Satis- 
ſaction: Ly/ander was full of Love and Hope: Celia 
highly fatisfied with the Progreſs ſhe had made to- 
ward her Revenge on Bereliſe : And Amintha well 
enough pleaſed with her Conqueſt, to wiſh it might 
be fincere. Theſe two Friends were no ſooner alone, 
than Celia laughing, demanded of Amintha if ſhe did 
not find ſomething in this Adventure extremely plea- 
fant? Nothing can be more fo, replied the other, 
but after all, what will be the Conſequence ? You 
make me act a Character, my dear Celia, which is 
not a little dangerous for me: If Ly/ander judges 
by Appearances, my Facility cannot but give him a 
very ill Opinion of me; he muſt regard me only as 
a tranſient Amuſement juſt capable of giving him 
ſome Diverſion after thoſe conſtrained Moments he 
is obliged to paſs with the Widow; and in this 


Idea it is impoſiible he can either love or cem me, 


/ 


be undeceived when hereafter he ſhall be made fully 
acquainted with both ; and if he is truly in Love, as 
I ſee no cauſe to doubt he is, he will rejoice to fa- 
crilice Beraliſ to the moſt amiable Perſon in the 
World. He comes here to morrow Night ; you ſhall 
fill paſs as the Miſtreſs of the Houle, I will intro» 
duce him as your Servant and Confident ; and when, 
by your engaging manner of treating him, you ſhall 
have put him in a condition to refuſe you nothing, 
then ſhall you engage him to guit Berelſs for ever, 
to prove the Sincerity of his Paſſion : He will not fail 
to promiſe you, but for the greater Aſſurance you 
muſt exat from him a Sacrifice of all the Letters 
he has received from that Prude ; and when we are 
in poſſeſſion of thoſe Witneſſes of her falſe Virtue and 
Hypocriſy, then, my dear Aminthe, will we declare 
all the Truth to the amazed Ly/ander, 
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A inde; a eee älter the Abe Gute 
As all this Converſation was in à pleaſant Tone, and' 
ſerved only to animate theſe two beautiful Friends to 
purſue their Deſign, they never once conſidered the 
Conſequences ; their Youth, and the Vivacity of their 
Humours not giving them leiſure to reflect on the 
Decorums their Conditions ſhould have engaged them 
to obſerve, they thought of nothing but the Pleaſure 
of detecting Berel/iſe: With thoſe Ideas they went to 
Neep, with thoſe they aroſe, and half the next Day 
was paſſed in preparing for the Reception of Ly- 

Jander. 
But that Cavalier was not without Agitation ; the 
Paſſion he was poſſeſt of for his new Miſtreſs was 
not the leſs vehement for its want of Purity, and the 
Happineſs he flattered himſelf with in the purſuit of 
this Intrigue, rendered the Thoughts of Bereliſ more 
difagreeable to him than ever: He was, however» 
very much perplexed to conceal this Adventure from 
her; all the Engagements he had with her were whol- 
ly on the ſcore of Intereſt, and as his Affairs made 
ber a tieceſſary Match for him, he knew how dan- 
gerous it would be to him to give her any Cauſe of 
Jealouſy ; and therefore looked on it as a moſt whim- 
(ical and unlucky Effet of his Fortune, that the only 
Perfon he loved, and the only one it was his Buſi- 
neſs to pretend to love, ſhould be fuch near Neigh- 
bours. Theſe Conſiderations at firſt gave him fome 
pain; but then reflecting the Secrecy Amintha had 
made him promiſe to obſerve, and the Precautions 
that were to be taken for his Entrance to her Houſe, 
he began 40 be a little more aſſared i and reſolving 
| | te 
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to diſguiſe himſelf whenever he went thither fo as not 
to be known, he began at laſt to abandon 
wholly to the Pleaſure of loving, and of being beloved 
by ſo charming a Perſon as Amintha ; and though he 
could not abſolve himſelf for the Irregularicy of his 
Conduct in entering into an Affair of this nature g 
that he had with Bereliſe was too diſagreeable for a 
Man of his Age and fine Taſte, and he found a new 
Delight in the Contraſt between them. A little Va- 
nity alſo mingled with his Love, the Equipage of 
Amintha, her Jewels, and Magnificence of Dreſs giv+ 
ing him no room to doubt if the was of Quality, 
added to her natural Charms, that which, with ſome 
Men, is of it ſelf ſufficient to excuſe every thing. In 
fine, he imagined this Adventure would bring him 
the power of beſtowing, and waited with the utmoſt 
Impatience for the Hour of his Appointment : Ani 
tha and Celia were in little leſs all the time ; the one 
for completing her hoped Revenge on Bereliſe, and 
the other inſtigated by ſome ſecret Emotions, of 
which ſhe her ſelf was ignorant from what Source 
derived. 

The Time drawing nigh for Ly/ander's Approach, 
Celia put on the Habit of a Chamber-maid, and 
<dreſied the beautiful Amin/ha in one of her moſt 
rich and becoming Robes, to the end ſhe might re- 
Scene, when the Cavalier arrived wrapt up in his 
Cloke, the Cape of which was muffled over his Face, 
to avoid. being diſtinguiſhed by Bereh/e, in caſe the 
Would happen to be at any of her Windows, But how 

was 
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waz it poſſible for him to eſcape the fight of a Wo- 
man who paſſed the greateſt part of her Time in 
prying into the Actions of her Neighbours. She was 
then at a little Caſement, where unperceived by any 
body, ſhe could caſily ſee all that paſſed from one 
end of the Street to the other, and ſaw Ly/ſaxder, 
without knowing him, go into the Houſe of Dorante:. 
The Abſence of that Gentleman, and the Hour in 
which this Viſit was made, joined to the Privacy 
with which he was introduced, gave her room imme- 
diately to judge it was no other than a Lover of 
Celia ; and this Diſcovery gave her no leſs SatisfaQi- 
on than to have ſeen her own at her feet——— She 
now thought the Reputation and eternal Repoſe of 
Celia were intirely in her power, and that ſhe knew 
how to ruin her infallibly not only with her Husband 
but with the whole World, whenever ſhe found it pro- 
per to reveal what ſhe knew. 

While ſhe was feaſting the Wolf of Malice in 
her Boſom, by contriving in what manner ſhe ſhould 
publiſh what ſhe had ſeen, Ly/ander was conducted 
by Celia into her Cloſet, where he found Amintha 
ſparkling with a thouſand before undiſcovered Charms ; 
he no ſooner ſaw her, than he fell upon his knees, 
and endeavoured to prove the Violence of his Paſ- 
fion by the moſt tender Expreſſions, when Amintha 
interrupted him, and with a Voice raviſhingly ſweet, 
but which notwithſtanding had ſomething in it of Fierce- 
neſs, Judge not, ſaid ſhe, by Appearances, Ly/ander, 
I know you, and without being ſeen by you, have 
frequently obſerved your Action Believe not, 
that if ignorant who you are, I ſhould have permit- 

ted 
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ted you to enter my Houſe. No, in ſpite of the In- 
clination which influences my Heart in your Favour, 
1 ſhould not have admitted ſuch a Viſit from a Stranger. 
There is no particular of your Life or Fortune, or even 
your Correſpondence with Bereliſe, of which I am un- 
acquainted ; and I confels to you, Ly/ander, that I am 
not of a Humour to ſhare with that Lady in any thing. 
I eaſily enter into thoſe Reaſons which oblige you to 
improve an Opportunity with a Woman capable of 
making your Fortune; you will alſo tell me perhaps 
that it will be Prudence in you to continue your Ad- 
dreſſes to her the better to conceal your Acquaintance 
with me; but, Lyſander, be aſſured that I expect your 
whole Heart and your Confidence. Lyſander was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed to find his Defigns on Bereliſe ſo 
well known ; but his Love for Amintha growing 
ſtronger every Moment, he denied not his Amour with 
Bereliſe, diſguiſed neither the Motives nor the Cir- 
cumſtances of the whole Affair; and tranſported by his 
Paſſion, told her, he would ſubmit to any thing the 
ſhould command, to prove his Heart, his Vows, his De- 
fires, and that Confidence ſhe demanded were intirely 
hers. This amiable Lady, taking Advantage of his 
preſent Eagerneſs, replied that ſhe gave little Faith ei- 
ther to Promiſes or Oaths, that ſhe muſt have other 
Aſſurances before ſhe could be convinced of his Sinceri- 
ty: and that he muſt expect nothing from her till he 
had let her ſee all the Letters he had received from 
Bereliſe. That the would only read and then return 
them, but that this Sacrifice was neceſſary to convince 
her, he never would make any thing a Secret to 


her. 
Vor. I. 4s The 
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The amorous. Ly/ander was no longer in a ſtate of . 


Neaſoning: Auistha accompanied ber Diſcourſe with 


fo many Graces that, tho he found an extreme Repug- I 
nance in complying with this Requeſt, it was not in hi: 


Power to refuſe her. His Paſſion was arrived at that 
high degree, that he thought he could not purchaſe at 
too great a Price the Heart ſhe had made him hope; 
and therefore pauſed not to grant every thing ſhe ſhould 
require, but told her he would go home and fetch the 
Letters that ame Moment if ſhe permitted him to leave 
her. 
As this was the whole Extent of all theſe fair Friends 
had wiſhed to bring about, Amintha replied, that the 
Readineſs with which he conſented had doubled the 
Obligation. There paſſed no more between them on 
that ſcore, he went out of the Houſe with the ſame 
Circumſpection that had been obſerved at his Entrance, 
and preſently after, returned, bringing with him thoſe 
tender Marks of the auſtereWiſdom of the PrudeBereli/e. 
But while he was flattering himſelf, that the Sacrifice 
he was about to make would intirely complete his Hap- 
pineſs, the Husband of Celia having ſiniſhed the Buk- 
nels which had cauſed his Abſence, much ſooner than 
he expected, came home ; he alighted from his Coach 
at the end of the Street, intending to walk to his Houſe, 
and agreeably ſurpriſe his Wife who looked not for 
him f ſoon. As he was purſaing this innocent Deſign, 
he ſaw by the Light of the Moon, which then ſhone 
very bright, a Cavalier with his Face covered with his 
Cloak, and ſliding along in a kind of myſterious man- 
ner, as if afraid of being ſeen by any who happen'd to 
mcet him; and perceiving he turned his Head every 
Moment 
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7 Moment towards that Side of the Way on which was 
ue Houſe of Brrelife, a Curiolity aroſe in him of find- 
ing out, if it was not for her all this Precaution was ta- 
EX ken This made him double his Steps, and follow di- 
7 rely thoſe of the Incognite, imagining to himſelf an 
extreme Pleafare in diſcovering an amorous Intrigue 


"> of a Woman who © loudly exclaimed againſt all A. 


2} muſements of that kind. 
ZZ But how great was the Aſtoniſhment of this, till now, 
unſaſpecting Huzband, when he law the Cavalier enter 


4 his own Houſe introduced by a Woman who ſeemed to 


be an Attendant on his Wife, and conducted without 
any Light up « Pair of Back-Stairs which led to the A- 
partment of Celia. In ſpite of all the Confidence he 
had in her, he was not maſter of his firſt Emotions; a 
Rage mingled with Horror almoſt deprived him of his 
$ Reaſon, but recovering himſelf as well as he was able, 
$ and reſolving to be convinced he went in after them, 
but finding they had ſhot the Door at the Bottom of the 
Staircaſe, he opened it ſoftly with a Maſter-key which 
he always carried about him; and aſcending the Stairs, 
| he groped his way into a Chamber adjoining to the 
Cabinet of Celia. That amiable Lady who came from 
conducting Lyſander, ſeeing the Glimpſe of a Man 
whom ſhe thought ſhe knew not, for there was no Light 
but what paſſed obliquely from the Window of a diſ- 
tant Gallery, was a little alarmed, and went about to 
puſh him abruptly from the Place, he puſhed her in his 
Torn, ſtill taking her for the Chambermaid, and be- 
ing ſtronger made his way to the Cabinet ; where de- 
$ ceived by the Habit, and Amintha's Poſture, her Face 
being turned the other way, he thought he ſaw his 
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Wiſe and the Ircogniro, whom he had followed, at her 
Feet, and tenderly kiſſing her Hand. E 
At this ObjeR, intirely incapable of all Reflexion, 
he endeavoured to throw off Celia who was behind, 


and had caught him round the Waſte to prevent his 37 
Entrance: She now ſaw him by the Light which came 


from the Cloſet, and letting go her hold turned quick 
upon him, and threw her Arms about his Neck, then 
fell into ſuch a Fit of Laughter as made him immediate- 
ly know her alſo : but not being able to recover him- 
ſelf in a Moment from his firſt Agitations, he could not 
comprehend by what Inchantment he held his Wife 
between his Arms, and at the ſame time thought he 
ſaw her in her Cloſet giving a tender Audience to ano- 
ther. Celia, who penetrated into the Cauſe of his Per. 
plexity, redoubled her Careſſes and her Laughter, and 


drawing him into a Chamber farther removed from 


the Place where Amintha and Lyſander were, ſhe re- 
counted to him the whole Adventure in as few Words © 
as ſhe could, but with that Gaiety and good Grace 
which was inſeparable from every thing ſhe ſaid. I 
have now, ſaid ſhe, a greater Spite than ever againſt 
Bereliſe, ſince you had never ſuffered even theſe ſhort 
Pains of Jcalouſy which I have been Witneſs of, if it 
had not been for her Diſcourſe; and I will never ſor- 
give you, my dear Dorantes, continued ſhe, if you do | 


not aſſiſt me in expoſing this Hypocrite for the Faults 


which ſhe would fix on others. 

Dorantes was greatly confuſed to have ſuſpected the 
Virtue of his Wife, and more ſo that ſhe ſhould ſur- 
priſe him in Thoughts fo contrary to the Eſteem which 
was her due. He embraced her with the moſt perfett 

Ten- 
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Tenderneſs, and aſſured her he would do any thing ſhe 


| = defied for the Reparation of her Wrong. The only 


Requelt then I have to make, ſaid that beautiful Lady, 
is that you will go immediately to Bere/i/e, and bring 
her here to Supper, that we may have the Pleaſure of 
detecting her falie Virtue before ſome Company whom 
1 will take care to invite, and who perhaps would not 
otherwiſe ſo caſily believe it. Dorantes conſented, and 
went that Moment to the Prude. 

She was alone, and not having ſeen the Perſon, whom 
ſhe ſuppoſed was the Lover of Celia, go out of the Houſe, 
readily believed he was to ſtay there the whole Night, 
and was thinking on the propereit means to advertiſe 
Dorantes of it, when he entered into her Apartment. 
At firtt their Converſation was only on indifferent 
Things, but Bereli/e, who was impatient to utter what 
ſhe knew, began in a little time to reproach him for 
having ſtaid ſo long from his Wife, whoſe Youth and 
uncommon Vivacity of Temper, ſhe ſaid, demanded 
more Precaution than he took. To this, he replied, 
that the Prudence of Celia left him nothing to fear as 
to her Conduct, and had not his Impatience to ſee her 
brought him to Town, he ſhould not have returned fo 
ſoon. 

The Malice of Bereliſe grew but the more keen on 
his appearing ſo cool on the Affair, and having now 
ſufficient matter, as ſhe thought, to work upon; Celia, 
ſaid ſhe, is very happy in being able to preſerve in 
you this good Opinion of her Prudence, notwithſtand- 
ing the Paſſion ſhe teflifies for general Admiration. Do- 
rant; could not now keep himſelf from being amazed 
at the Boldneſs of this Woman, and a little piqued at 
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| 10 add to it, if poſſible, by all the biting Words that 
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the Reflexion ſhe made, Madam, replied he, I believe © 
one may more frequently find true Virtue under the 
Appearance of Gaiety, even tho it ſhould extend a © 


far as Coquetry, than in thoſe who affect the moſt Au- 1 
ſlerity and Sanctity of Manners. Theſe Words would 


have daunted any other than the Widow, but ſhe ima. © 
gining herſelf ſecure, anſwered only in Invectives on a © 
too great Dependency, and with a Smile which diſcloſed 
the utmoſt Spite, gave him ſuch broad Hints of what 
ſhe had ſeen, that he could not but underſtand what 
'twas ſhe meant: he affected to believe her, ſeemed 
extremely troubled, and conjured her to explain her- 
ſelf. | 
The cruel Bereliſe deſired no more, and immediately 
gave him a Detail of the whole Secret, as the ima- 
gined it, amplified, and illuſtrated with a thouſand pro- 
voking Circumſtances of her own inventing : She af- 
ſured him that fince his Abſcnce there had not paſſed a 
Night without this Galant being introduced into his 


Houſe, and did not ſcruple to ſay that even her own 


Eyes through the Windows had been Witneſſes of Acti- 
ons to his Diſhonour. Dorantes had here no need of 
counterſeiting the moſt violent Reſentment ; he was in- 
deed poſſeſſed of it, tho not againſt the innocent Ce- 
ka, but her unworthy Accuſer. How monſtrous, cry'd 
he, is Woman when abandoned by all Senſe of Ho- 
nour ! ſhe was fo far from endeavouring to abate the 
Fary ſhe had raiſed, that ſhe continued her Endeavours 


herſelf almoſt out of Breath, when he unable to en- 
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alſo time for the Execution of their Plot, interrupted 
ber by ſaying with the moſt troubled and melancholy 
Tone: Ah, Madam! forſake me not, I beſeech you in 
this cruel juncture, and fince you have had the Good- 
neſs to remove that Vail fo long caſt over my Fyes, 
vouchſaſe to continue me the Services of a fincere 
Friend. Tu neceſſary to correct Celia without raiging 
her Reputation, fince my own Honour depends upon 
it. I fear I ſhould not be able to command my Paſſion 
were I to enter alone, and ſhould be guilty of ſome 
Extravagance which would but too much publiſh what 
I could wiſh might be buried in eternal Oblivion: Do 
me the Favour, therefore, Madam, to accompany me: 
Celia reſpech and fears you, and your Preſence will fill 
her with a Shame and Confuſion, which will more con- 
tribute to reclaiming her, than all the Violence I am 
capable of ; and the hugh Idea of your Virtue making 
her look into herſelf, force her to imitate your Ex- 
ample. 

The Prude inchanted to have this Authority over 
the Woman whom ſhe woſt hated in the World, ac- 
cepted the Propolal of Dorantes, and exulted within 
herſelf at the Thoughts of her approaching Triumph: 
She waited not for being defired a ſecond Time, not 
for any Adjuſtment of Dreſs, but gave him her Hand, 
and the ſame Moment he conducted her to his Houſe. 

He opened the Door with his own Key, and then 
carried her into a low Parlour, where he left her, ſay- 
ing, he would go and ſee how he could beſt introduce 
her, and then ran to Celia to inform her what he had 
done, who thanked him, and let him know ſhe had 
prepared every thing, and all that now remained was 
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for him to lead Bere/iſe to the Cloſet, where Amintha 
and Ly/ander ſtill continued. He told her, he would 
act his Part to the Life, and having quitted her, re- 
turned to the Widow with the Air of a Man over- 
whelmed with Grief, Ah, Madam ! faid he, what 
have 1 ſeen! the Cavalier you mentioned is ſtill with 
my Wife: — I have now nothing more to manage — 
the Proof is too plain — Come, let us go together, and 
confound the ungrateful, the perfidious Wretches — they 
know not yet they are betray'd; therefore to ſurpriſe 
them the caſter, and prevent the vile Abuſer of my Bed 
from making his Eſcape, we will go up the Back-Stairs 
which lead to the Cloſet where they are. With theſe 


Words he went before her to ſhew her the way, and 


brought her into the Chamber before mentioned, which 
had a full View of all was done in the Cloſet. Bereli/e 
had no ſooner caſt her Eyes that way than ſie thought 
ſhe ſaw Ly/ander ; but believing ſhe was deceived looked 
again, when Dorantes taking her by the Arm, drew 
her to a Place where the Light of the Tapers made 
them perfectly diſtinguiſh every thing, ſhe no longer 
doubted if it was her Lover ſhe beheld at the Feet of 
the ſuppoſed Celia: At this fatal View 'a mortal Cold- 


neſs invaded all her Limbs, and ſhe could ſcarce ſuſtain 


herſelf from falling, when chance, to diſconcert her the 
more, ordered it ſo, that the Moment of her drawing 
near enough to hear what, was ſaid, was that in which 
Ly/ander impatient to obtain the Recompenſe of his 
Paſſion, proteſted to Amintha that he never loved but 
her. This was ſufficient to aſſure our Prude that ſhe 
was forſaken, but what an Addition to her Misfortune 
when ſhe heard him further explain himſelf in theſe 

Terms. 
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Terms. Yes, charming Cela, ſaid he, if the Sacrifice 
I have already made you of all the Letters of Bere- 
., is not ſufficient to prove the Sincerity of my Paſ- 
fion, I am ready to do it with my Life. Dorante: then 
looking full in the Face of this Prade, you perceive, 
Madam, faid he, he loves none but my Wife, am I 
not the moſt unfortunate of all Mankind ? As he ſpoke 
this, he drew her ſtill nearer to the Cabinet, and the 
old Lady reſiſted him not in the hope of finding ſome 
Conſolation in the Shame of her Rival. But what be- 
came of her, when diſappointed in this alſo, ſhe knew 
Amintha in che Habit of Cella, and that fame Mo- 
ment ſaw Celia herſelf, accompanied with ſeveral La- 
dies, enter at another Door ! the jealous, and malicious 
Bereliſe could not ſupport this laſt Stroke of her ill 
Fate; and gave ſo great a Shrick that Ly/ander who 
was on his Knees to Amintha, ſtarted from the Poſture 
he was in, and turning his Head, ſaw with an extreme 
Surpriſe that ſhe had been Witneſs of the Contempt 
with which he had treated her Character, and the Fa- 
vours ſhe had beſtowed on him ; but wholly unable to 
prefer her to the Perſon he adored, or to fay any thing 
to juſtify himſelf, he put his Hat before his Face to 
conceal the Diſorder this Adventure had put him in. 
Dorantes, who knew what a Man of Honour muſt ſuſ- 
fer on ſuch an Occaſion, ran to him, and having em- 
braced, led him into another Chamber, and informed 
him of what had been done by two young Ladies, gay, 
thoughtleſs, and vindicative, leaving the Prude to en- 
dure the Rallery of Cella and her Companions, who 
obſerved no meaſure in their Reproaches. 
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Berelipp almoſi buriting with Deſpair and Rage, was 
compelled to ſuffer all they ſaid to her without being 
able to make any Reply: She would. have left the Room, | 
but the Fury of ber Paſſion blinded her fo far as to ren- 
der her unable to find. the Door, till Cela and the 
ether Ladies directed her, and reconducted her to her 
Houſe, giving her with a loud Voice all the Name 
that her Hypocriſy merited, and adviſing her never more 
to cenſure the Virtue of others who better knew how 
to practiſe it than herſelf. After they were pretty well 
fatigued with this Employment they returned to Amin- 
the, who thought ſhe had done enough to oblige Celia, 
and that the Character of Virgin did not permit her to 
take thoſe Liberties which married Women might do 
without hazarding any thing. 

Celia and her Friends could not preſently recover 
themſelves from the violent Fit of Laughter this Ad- 
venture had occafioned ; but perceiving Amintha had a 
more ſerious Air than ordinary, they demanded the 
Cauſe, and if the Fate of Bereliſe had touched her ſo 
much as to make her ſorry for the Confuſion they had 
given her. That beautiful Lady could not forbcar ſmil- 
ing at this Diſcourſe. No, anſwered ſhe, that Pity 
Which is natural to me, extends not to that wicked Wo- 
man; but I cannot deny but that the Condition of Lys 
Sander gives me ſome Pain: he fees the Deſtruction of 
all his Hopes at once: He had particular Intereſts in, 
being well with Bere/iſe, and I have too much con- 
vinced her of his Infidelity for her ever to ſee him 
more; he believed himſelf beloved by Celia, and that 
he ſhould enjoy the Pleaſure of an agreeable Intrigue, 
but 
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but he now finds inſtend of a real Adventure, only a 
chimerical Happineſs, and a Miſtreſs in Idea. 

It belongs to you, Madam, cried Dorante;, who 
appeared that Moment with Lyſander, 2s the ſpoke 
theſe Words ; it belongs to you alone to repair the Mis- 
forranes of Lyſander : It is true that he believed he 
loved Celia in the charming Amintha, but as it is only 
the Name be was enamoured of, the Loſs will not be 
much; and if the Shame of Berri, gives him ſome 
Pain it is only ſuch as is attached to the Principles of 
a Man of Honour, who cannot eaſily contribute to the 
_ Confuſion of a Sex, which in ſpite of the Faults of fome 
among them ought to be reſpected: However he is 
not lefs reſolved to ſacrifice to Amintha all he promiſed 
to the Name of Celia, if you vouchſaſe to continue in 
reality that Acceptance of his Services you pretended 
to do. 

Yes, Madam, ſaid Ly/ander, throwing himſelf at her 
Feet, fince my Adoration of you could alone have 
brought about the Revenge of your Friend, let that 
Revenge be favourable to the moſt faithful of Man- 
kind — You have engaged me to love, let me not be 
wretched by that Love ; but permit me to hope I may 
one Day hear from your Mouth the ſame Confeſſion 
ſeriouſly, as you have made me in Sport. — This Diſ- 
courſe, continued he, perceiving her Bluſh, ought not 
to alarm you, becauſe in learning your Name, I have 
alſo learned in what manner you muſt be adored ; and 
all the Condeſcenſion I beg of you is to permit Doran- 
tei to inſorm Madam, your Mother, of my Sentiments, 
and to endeavour to prevail on her to conſent to my Fe- 
licity, 

The 
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 , The charming Amintha, who had always found in 
her Heart a ſecret Inclination for Ly/ander, was fo di- 
vided between that, and the Uncertainty in what man- 
ner ſhe ſhould anſwer, that it was not in her power 
to ſpeak at all; and the ſprightly Celia, impatient at 
her Silence, Fy, my dear Amintha, ſaid ſhe, either 
reply preſently, or I ſhall do it for you, and take your 
Place for a moment as you-have taken mine, to tell Ds. 
rantes, that you give him a Power ample, without 
bounds, without exceptions, to negleft nothing that 
may render the moſt amiable Maid that ever was, the 
happieſt and moſt charming of Women, in being the 
Spouſe of Ly/ander. 

This Sally of Celia's Wit making all the Company 
laugh, diſſpated the little Confuſion Amintha had been 
in, and. this beautiful Lady ſmiling as well as the reſt; 
you ſpeak ſo well, my dear Celia, ſaid the, that it is 
not in my power to contradit you; and I find my- 
ſelf obliged to tell Lander, that I ſhall think my- 
ſelf very happy, if my little Fortune can repair the 
Loſs of his Hopes in Bereli/e. 

Theſe Words accompauied with infinite Graces, 
made Ly/ander look upon himſelf as the moſt fortunate 
of all Mankind; he teltify'd his Joy by all the Tranſ- 
ports his Reſpect would permit. Dorantes retained all 
this amiable Company to Supper, after which the two 
Lovers ſeparated, equally charmed with one another. 
The next day, Dorantes and Celia waited on the Mo- 
ther of Anintba, according to the Promiſe they had 
made Ly/ander ; the former having fully informed 
himſelf of that Cavalier's Affairs, gave a Detail of 
them to her; and endeavouring to prove r 
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would be very rich in ſome time ; the Mother of Amin- 
tha interrupted him, and faid, I know Ly/ander and 
his Family, I have nothing to object on that ſcore, and 
your Recommendation is ſufficient to make me conſent 
to what you wiſh ; but I muſt let you know that my 
Husband had the moſt tender Affection for me before 
Marriage, that I loved him alſo ; and having proved 
that the greateſt Happineſs of. Marriage is the Union 
of Hearts, I would give my Daughter to one who 
ſhould be worthy of her Aſſection by that he had for 
her Thus there remains no more for my Conſent, 
than to know if Ly/ander loves Amintha, and if he is 
beloved by her. 

Celia, charmed with theſe Sentiments, aſſured her, 
that no other Motive ſhould have engaged their Bol- 
licitation ; and aſſured her, that nothing could be more 
perfet than the Paſſion on his fide, and the Tender- 
neſs on hers. This prudent Mother then no longer 
ſcrupled to ſubſcribe to what they deſired of her : De- 
rantes went to fetch Lyſander, and Celia the beautiful 
Amintha, and every thing was tranſacted with ſo much 
Generoſity and Eaſe both by the one Party and the 
other, that the ſame day all Agreements were drawn 
up between them, and the Time prefixed for the Mar- 
riage, Which, about a Week after, was folemnized 
with all the Joy and Magnificence imaginable. Celia, 
to whoſe Revenge on Bereliſe this Union contributed, 
felt little leſs Satisfaftion than the two Lovers ; as for 
that Prude, the Knowledge of her late Adventure hav- 
ing reached the Ears of all that knew her, Shame 
for that Detection, and Envy for the Happineſs of 
4222 
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of Defpair, that not able to brook either the Con- 
tempt of the World, or the fight of chat Reſpect the 
others were treated with, the retired into a Convent, 
where ſhe endeavoured to practiſe fincerely thoſe Vir. 
tues, of which fhe before had but affected the Charac- 
ter. Calla and Amintha, having nothing wherewith 
to reproach themſelves, changed nothing of their 
Conduct any further, than in avoiding theſe things 
which might give room. for malicious Tongues to 
repreſent as criminal, throogh the fear of finding ano- 
ther Prad, on whom they might not be able to re- 
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Examples of Contracts made, and others broken. off, 
without being able to aflign the leaſt Reaſon for either. 
If this Union depended folely on the Will of Man, we 
ſhould find more Conformity in the Characters and 
Humours of the Wedded, for every one would doubt- 
les make choice of what he thought beſt for him; 
but the Eternal Wiſdom orders things as they are for 
the general Good of Humankind, to the end that 
the Good may correct the Bad, and ſerve asan Example 

to 
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to them, and the Bad may be an Exerciſe of Patience 
to the Good : Thus by this judicious Mingling the 
Wicked are not always joined, nor the Beautiful with 
the Beautiful, the 'Virtuous with the Virtuous, the 
Rich with the Rich, nor the Poor with the Poor; for 
that would deſtroy Harmony, and involve Civil Socie- 
ty in a Diſorder more dreadful to Mankind, than 
that which we ſee in private Families, where the 
Principals are ill-match'd, according to our frail Rea- 
ſon, but wiſely according to that of the unerring Diſ- 
poſer of all things. 

If Divine Providence ſhould leave intirely to Man 
the Diſpoſal of himſelf, into what Depths of Miſery 
would not his Paſſion ſometimes precipitate him al- 
ways a Slave to his Senſes, hurried by Love, or by 
Ambition, and ſometimes by both at the ſame time: 
In purſuit of the Gratification of thoſe Deũres, he 
would fall into a Gulph of Ills from which he could 
never be relieved, and find by fad Experience that 
Maturity requires Reſtraint from an overruling Pow- 
er, in great things, as much as Childhood does in 
others. How frequently do we ſee thoſe moſt doted 
on before Marriage, moſt deteſted after that Engage 
ment? It is therefore highly reaſonable to believe, 
that Providence does all for the beſt, not only to prove 
the Weakneſs of all human Deſigns in fruſtrating us 
of what' we imagine juſt ready to be accompliſhed, 
and bringing thoſe things to paſs which we neither de- 
ſtred nor thought poſſible, but alſo to ſhew, that what 
we think moſt convenient for us, is not ſo; and that 
two Perſons who perſuade themſelves they are born for 


each other, are generally deſtined for others, by the 
all- 
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all-powerful and impenetrable Decrees of Heaven ; 
and this I believe will be evident in the little Hiſto- 
ry I am about to give you. 

Two Gentlemen, whom I ſhall call by the Names 
of Philintus and Trafimont, having been, from their 
moſt tender Years, Companions in all thoſe Studies 
and Exerciſes neceſſary for thoſe of a high Birth, and 
who would have an Education anſwerable to it, con- 
trated a Friendſhip with cach other, which was the 
more ſolid as it was founded on a reciprocal Merit: 
And tho' their Humours were extremely different, and 
their Sentiments ſometimes directly oppolite 3 yet as 
they exadily agreed in the Principals of Honour, Ge- 
nerolity, and Probity, their Union continued perſectly 
rift, noewithſtanding the Contraſt of their Tempert. 

Philintus was ſerious, grave, moderate in his Paſ- 
fleted on the Conſequence. Trafiment, on the contra · 
ty, was lively, gay, and a little too ready to follow 
the Dictates of his Inclination, In other things one 
had little the Advantage of the other ; they were both 
well-ſhaped, agreeable, witty, and learned, both near 
the fame Age, neither of them exceeding fax or ſeven 
and twenty ; both without Father or Mother ;. both un- 
married ; and tho' born in. Provence, both Inhabitants 
of Paris; that City above all others affording Oppor- 
tunities, not only of improving, but likewiſe of 
making an honourable uſe of the Accompliſhments 
they had acquired. As they had very conſiderable 
Eſtates, their Friends were continually prefling them to 
Propoſe d. 

But 
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But both the one and the other apprared fo dif 
cult on this Article, that neither of them could re 
ſolve to engage himſelf. Philintus marmrained, that 
nothing but the moſt tender and mutual Paſſion coul 
render that State a Blefling, and protefte4 he could 
not be capable of giving his Heart, but where Beauty 
Virtue, Wit, and Softneſs, joined their Forces to demand 
it. Trafimont, leſs delicate, troubled not him£lf about 
the Graces either of Mind, or Form of her who ſhould 
be his Companion for life ; but was for leaving it to 
Chance to determine for him ; ſaying frequently, that 
his Hour was not yet come, whenever it arrived, he 
muſt take his fate; and when he found himſelf over 
much ſolicited by thoſe who wiſhed to fee him bo- 
nourably eſtabliſhed ; well, ſaid he to thoſe that talked 
to him, if I muſt have a Wife, let any of you pro- 
vide one for me. But this was a Commiſhon which 
none being ambitious of undertaking, as dreading the 
Conſequences of ſuch an Afﬀair, they reſolved to forbear 
The difference of their Sentiments on this ſcore, 
uſed frequently to give occaſion for many Diſputes 
between the two Friends; but neither being able to 
make the other recede from his Opinion, it was at laſt 
agreed never to talk more on a Topick to which they 
were both as yet intirely Strangers : For ſome days they 
mutually obſerved their Promiſe, and Philiatus was be- 
Finning to imagine they ſhould both die Batchelors, 
when early one morning Tat came to his Houſe, 
ty, that he had found a Wife, and ſhould leave Paris 
in four days, in order to be married. 


Philin- 
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Philintus was a little ſurpriſed to hear Lim peak in 
this manner, but not doubting if it was an Affair 
which had been negotiating ſome time, and that his 
Paſſion had obliged him to keep it ſecret, could not 
forbear making him ſome little Reproaches for his want 
of Confidence: I thought, faid he, that I had merited 
lefs Reſerve, and that you were enough perſuaded in 
the Jntereſt I cake in every thing that regards you, net 
to have made a Myftery to me of a Paſſon which I 
have a thouſand times wiſhed to ſee you engaged in, 
if it were only to oblige you to quit an Opinion I 
have always condemned. 
My dear Philintu:, replied Trafimont, without chang- 
ing his Tone, thou oweſt me no Upbraidings on that 
ſcore ; I have concealed nothing from thee, for in- 
deed I had no Secret to preſerve: I am ſtill in the 
ſame Sentiments, in ſpite of your Diſapprobation ; 
Love has not had the leaſt power over my Heart; and 
if I did not ſooner acquaint thee with my intended 
Marriage, it was becauſe I knew it not my ſelf, till 
late laſt night ; and the difference of theſe few Hours, 
I think, may well be allowed to the difference of our 
Intereſts, without breach either of Friendſhip or Con- 
fidence. Well then, cried Philintur, who is the Lady 
who is to be happy enough to engage your Hand 
without being able to reach your Heart ? That, an- 
fwered Trafiment, you ſhall be informed of, as foon 
as the Poſt can bring you notice; for as yet I am an 
inure Stranger to her. 

Philintws could not keep himſelf from laughing at 
this Diſcourſe, and looking on Trafment with an Air 
to et beta a oma 
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ried to one you don't knew? Yes, replied the other, 
one of my Friends, who knows what my Sentiment: 
are on that Aﬀair, writes me word, that he has found 
a Lady for me, and the more to conform to my No- 
tons, will tell me nothing of the Charms of her 


he has made choice on, her Name, Family, nor Fortune 
But I believe I may venture to depend on his Judgment, 


and therefore am refolute to depart for the Place where 
I may find the Object deſtined for my future Part- 
ner. There is ſomething ſo pleaſingly whimſical, me · 
thinks, continued he, laughing heartily, in this way of 
concluding a Marriage, that I am impatient till it is 
intirely accompliſhed. 

Say no more, interrupted Philintus, almoſt angry, 
ſay no more; I cannot bear a Man like you, ſhould 
even think in this manner What ! would 
you engage your ſelf without being informed if the 
Perion deſigned for you, is not the Diſgrace of Na- 
ture, if her Humour be not contrary to yours, and 
her Virtue not unſullied ? Indeed, Traſimont, this Con- 


duct is too ridiculous to be pardonable, and. I ſhould 


think I failed in all the Laws of Friendſhip, if 1 


ſhould ſuffer you to proſecute ſuch an Intention. 


' You may do what you pleaſe, ſaid Traſimont, grow- 
ing alittle more ſerious, but I cannot diſpenſe with 
my {elf from accepting the Offer of my Friend. Be- 
ſides, of what ſervice, pray, would be the Informations 
you wil me to have? A Wife is always hand- 
ſom enough for a Husband: If I demand if ſhe is 
wiſe or virtuous, will they tell me ſhe is not? And 
if ſhe is, can they aſſure me ſhe will always continue 
ſo ? Of what importance is the Knowledge of 

her 
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her Name and Family before the Contract? I ſhall 
be told it time enough to quarter our Arms to- 
gether ; and as to her Birth or Fortune, would it 
not be affrontive to my Friend, to ask any Queſtions 
on that ſcore, fince it is to be ſuppoſed he knows what 
is convenient for me ? 

Moreover, my dear Philintus, to ſpeak fincerely to 
you, I think it the greateſt Error in the World to 
be too - inquiſitive about the Woman you intend to 
marry : Thoſe who have given themſclves moſt trou. 
ble on that Article, have been often moſt deceived 3 
therefore the beſt way is to chooſe hoodwinkt : If 
ſhe proves handſom, ſo much the better for my Eyes; 
if ſhe be not, ſo much the better for my Repoſe; 
but if I muſt be informed of all theſe things before 
Marriage, be certain I ſhould never marry at all. 

What is it that forces you? ſaid Philintus : Reaſon, 
replied Trafimont : it is a thing that ſhould be done 
one time or another, and therefore as well now as 
hereafter. Beſides, a fingle Life brings with it a thou- 
fard Inconveniencies for a Man of my Humour : 
One cannot ſay the leaſt fine thing to a Maid, but ſhe 
preſently imagines ſhe has gained a Conqueſt, perhaps, 
communicates what you have ſaid to her Father, he 
talks gravely to you on what you meant but in jeſt; 
and you afterwards paſs for falſe or ungrateful ——— 
If you uſe no Galantries, you are looked upon as 
unpolite, and if you do, they are looked upon as in 
Love In fine, an unmarried Man is the But, 
againſt whom all who want a Husband ſhoot their 
Darts No three of them can aſſemble together, 
but you are the Subject of their Chit-· cha Your 
Looks, 
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Looks, your Words, your very Prayers are called in 
queſtion, and whatever Chapel you frequent, it muſt 
be for the fake of ſuch, or ſuch a mortal Saint 
Oh how perplexing is all this! — Whereas, when a 
Man is engaged to one, all the reſt knowing the tye 
he is under, give no other Interpretation than they ought 


to his Action: — I know very well, my dear Phi- 


lintus, that this is not your Syſtem ; you will have love 
for your Conductor, and confide your Deſtiny in his 
Choice of a Wife But remember, my good 
Friend, that Love is blind, and that as ridiculous as 
you think my way of proceeding, it may, perhaps, 
render me more happy than your ſelf : You follow 
a Guide who gropes in the dark, and a thouſand to 
one falls into a Precipice—H— My Steps are direc- 
ted by Chance, of which I know all the Turns: I 
cannot be deceived in my Expectations, becauſe I de 
mand no more than that is pleaſed to allow me, and 
ſhall be ſatisfied with whatever I find. Indeed, ſaid 
Philintus, with an ironical Air, you carry your liule 
Curioſity to a length pretty extraordinary, to be ig- 
norant of the Place where you would be, and depart 
without knowing your Way. No, as for that, re- 
plied Trafimont, with his accuſtomed Gaiety, I know 
that I go to Carn, and that it is there I am to be 
married. 

One of my Friends, reſumed Philintzs, and who 
is alſo a diſtant Relation, bas a very fine Seat near 
Cain ; he has a thouſand times invited me to ſee him 
there, and to engage my Company told me he had 
a Siſter with him, whoſe Charms might perhaps make 
me deſirous of quitting a ſingle Life : The Picture 

he 


The Happy Exchenge. 119 
he gave me of her in his Lener, would have cenain- 
ly drawn me to ſer the Original, could I have pre 
vailed with my ſelf to leave you. But as you are going 
that Journey, I ſee nothing ſhould prevent me from 
the Pleafure of accompanying you, unleſs you have 
any Reaſons to forbid me being Witneſs of your Mar- 
riage : And to encourage you to accept of my Com 
any, I muſt inform you, that there are ſome Emo- 
tions in my Heart, which make me imagine I hall 
bnd, in my Friend's Sifter, the Perſon to whom Love 
has deſtined me. 

1 wiſh it may happen ſo, my dear Philizess, repli- 
ed Trafment ; how pleaſed ſhould I be, that we both 
changed our Conditions at the ſame time ; but I fore- 
ſee with much Concern, that I ſhall have well grown 
Children, before you can be throughly convinced of 
all the good Qualities of your Miftreſs. Philintus an- 
ſwered not to this Rallery but by a Smile; and asin 
effect his Heart was a little touched with the Recital 
which ſeveral Perſons had given him of the Perſecti- 
ons of this Lady, and that he had alfo a defire of 
be holding the Perſon to whom Framont ſhould eſpouſe 
himſelf, he reſolved to depart with him ; and when 
they had concluded upon it, the other demanded of 
him the Name of the Gentleman to whom he went. 

This Curiofity, faid Philintus, is a little odd in a 
Man who knows not the Name of her who is to 
be his Wife ; therefore , my dear Trafrmont, permit me 
to imitate your Friend of Cain, and not reveal a 
thing which would be of little Importance to know ; 
and, as you are ignorant of her who is to be your 
own Wife, be content with learning who is propoſed 

to 
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to me, when I have found nothing againſt her. Tho 
that may be long enough, replied Trafimont, I con- 
ſent; but to puniſh thy unſeaſonable Caution, I will 
oblige thee for once, to depend on Chance as I do, 
and ſuffer me to conduct thee without letting thee know 
where tis thou art going. "Theſe kind of Secrets di- 
vert me in ſuch a manner, that I look upon it as a hap- 
Py Prediction. 
| Philintus perceiving it would be fruitleſs to preſs 
him farther, and who imagined he could not carry him 
greatly out of his way, ſince the Friend he intended to 
viſit, lived but a few Miles from Caen, yielded to eve- 
ry thing, and they then took leave of each other to 
prepare for their Departure as ſoon as poſſible. 

As it was in the Heat of Summer, and no Impa- 
tience accompanied their Journey, they agreed to have 
but one Equipage, that they might enjoy themſelves the 
more at their Eaſe, and to travel always by Night, to 
the end they might ſhare all the Pleaſure of the Sca- 
ſon without any of the Inconveniencies. To pleaſe 
Trafimont, Philintus promiſed to mention this Affair to 
no Perſon in the World ; and both the one and the 
other quitted Paris without any of their Friends being 
apprized of their Deſign. They ſupped with a great 
deal of Company the Night before their Departure, 
and every one being retired in Expectation of ſeeing 
them again the next Day, the two Friends went into 
the Coach of Philintus to which he had ordered fix 
Horſes to be put, and began their Journey attended 
only by a Coachman and Poſtilion, two Led-Horſes, 
and two Lacquies. 


They 
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They travelled chearfully, and without any Accident 
till they arrived at Roan, which was ſoon after Day- 
break ; and tarried there to take the Repoſe that was 
neceſlary till it was Night; then proſecuted their Jour- 
ney without ſhewing themſelves in the City ; but they 
had no ſooner entered the Foreſts with which Roan is 
encompaſſed, than all the Stars were hid in Clouds, and 
the whole Firmament covered with a moſt terrible 
Darkneſs, which was immediately ſucceeded by a Tem- 
peſt more violent than can be expreſſed: Rain, Hail, 
Thunder, Lightning, and a Wind that ſeemed to blow 
from every part of the Compaſs at once afſail'd them, 
the Horſes ſtarted, foamed, and broke their Braces, the 
Coachman and Poſtilion no longer had any command 
of them; and running with the utmoſt Rapidity head- 
long into the thickeſt part of the Foreſt, the Coach 
having no farther Paſſage, broke down with the Vio- 
lence of the Shock. 

Philintus and Trafimont, however, received no other 
hurt than that they ſuſtained through the Apprehenſi- 
ons of the danger they were in : but happy was it for 
them that the Thickneſs of the Trees prevented the 
Coach from being dragged any farther by the wild Im- 
petuoſity of the Horſes ; they now had time to get out 
of the Doors, and ſet their Feet upon the Ground ; but 
it was not in their Power to advance ; the Rain and 
Hail fell in ſuch abundanee that they knew not which 
way to turn. Philintus was downright peeviſh at this 
Accident, and could not keep himſelf from making 
pretty ſevere Reflexions on the Caprice of his Friend to 
travel in the Night. Tra/imont, on the contrary, laughed 
all the time, and the more Pbilintus reproached, the 
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more he was diverted, While the Coachman, Poli. 
lion, and Lacqueys were up to their Arms in Mud and 
Water groping about, and endeavouring to diſengage 
the Horſes from their Harneſſes, Philintzs axked Trafi. 


mont what he intended to do, and if he would terminate 
or proſecute this fine Journey? for my part, continued | 


he, I am not diſpoſed to paſs the Night in this Foreſ, 
nor expoſe myſelf to worſe Dangers than the Inconve- 
niencies of the Air; I am reſolved to take Horſe, 
and ſuffer myſelf to be guided by his Inſtinct, to get 
out of this dreadful Place as ſoon as poſſihle. 

Trafimont, notwithſtanding his Gaiety, could not but 
acknowledge this Advice was good : They had a great 
deal of Gold, and ſeveral Bills of Exchange about them, 
which he, no more than Philintus, was willing to loſe ; 
and therefore having ordered their People, to make the 
| beſt of their way till they found ſome Habitation where 
they might dry themſelves, and afterwards return with 
proper Perſons to get the Coach out of the Foreſt, 
they mounted their Horſes with a Deſign not to quit 
each other ; but the Paths having many Windings, and 
the Horſes no Reins, their Riders had not the leaſt com- 
mand of them; and in ſpite of their Efforts they were 
preſently ſeparated, and in a ſhort time abſolutely hoſt 
each other, and took Roads directly oppoſite. The 
Temper of Trafimont was too lively to permit him 
to make many Reflexions on this laſt Misfortune ; but 
in hopes of arriving at laſt, at ſome Place where he 
might repoſe himſelf, travelled the whole Night with- 
out ſtopping, and in the Morning reached a large Vil- 
lage, called Amontwille. 


He 
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He inquired of the firſt Perion he ſaw, if there was 
not ſome Houſe in this Place where he might find good 
Entertainment ; and happily for him, the Perſon he 
addreſſed was one of the Domeſticks of a Gentleman 
who was Maſter of a fine Seat, in which a continual 
Round of Pleaſures, Mirth, and Hoſpitality abounded. 
This Servant, perceiving Trafimont was very richly 
dreſſed, tho in a Riding-Habit, had a large and va- 
ſuable Diamond on his Finger, and in all his Air and 
Deportment appeared a Perſon of Condition, reply'd, 
that Lifider his Maſter had Accommodations at the 
Service of all Men of Honour, and that if he would 
permit him to go and acquaint him with his Diſtreſs, be 
doubted not but he would be agreeably received. 

Trafiment highly pleaſed with this Offer, thanked 
the Domeſtick, and intreated him to acquaint his Maſ- 
ter that it was a Gentleman of Paris, named Traf- 
wort, who would be glad to enjoy under his Roof that 
Repoſe, which the Fatigue of a moſt dreadful Journey 
had render'd neceſſary. The Servant rather flew than 
ran with this Meſſage, and delivered it to Lifidor, not 
omitting to inform him of the Graces with which it 
was accompanied: On which the Gentleman imme- 
diately ſent him back to Trafimont, conjuring him not 
to think of going into any other Houſe, and ſoon af- 
ter following his Man confirmed by word of Mouth his 
former Invitation. Trafimont alighted from his Horſe, 
and advanced toward him with an Air, which aſſured 
Liſidor his Servant had not been deceived in his Con- 
jeftures as to the Quality of this Gueſt ; and yielding 
in Politeneſs and Good-manners to no Perſon upon 
Earth. He aſſured him, that he thought himſelf ex- 
62 - tremely 
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tremely happy in this Opportunity of being uſeful to 2 
Gentleman of his Appearance. 


Trgfiment anſwered this Compliment with others, | 
which merited a no leſs favourable Reception, and then | 
recounted to him how he had loſt his Way in the Fo. | 
reſt of Halli, and in what manner he had been ſepa- 


rated from his People, his Equipage, and a Friend who 
was going with him to Cass, bat withogt mentioning 
his Name. Liſbr told him, he ſhould be glad if any 
thing in his Houſe could make him forget this Acci- 
dent, and the City of Catn ; but if it was any Affair of 
Importance which demanded his Preſence at that 
Place, be had an Equipage and Men at his Service w 
attend him thither. In ſpeaking theſe Words, he led 
him ino the Houſe, where all the Domeſticks had Or- 


ders to Wait on him as their Maſter. 


They conducted him into a magnificent Apartment, 
here all Things requiſite for a Perſon fatigued as he 
was, were immediately preſented to him ; after which 
Lisa wok. his Leave, that his Gueſt might have L. 


| berty 60 take a little Reſt, and himſelf to make thoſe 


Preparations againſt his waking, which he thought his 
Quality and Merit exacted from him. Tr was 
ſo. pleaſed with this Adventure, that the Thoughts of 1 
were almoſt ſufficient for his Refreſhment ; he lay down 
on a fine Couch indeed, but gave a very little time to 
fleep, through the Impatience of ſeeing Lifider again, 
and knowing who they were that accompanied him in 
that beautiful Retreat. He no ſooner awoke than he 
Found a Valet ready to attend him ; and as his Habit, 
tho magnificent, was not fit for him to put on, another 
361 aaa. 
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fing, be asked many Queſtions concerning Liffbr, his 
Family, and his Amuſement ; to which the Valet re- 
plied, that his Maſter was yet unmarried, but had a 
Sitter lived with him who was 2 great Fortune, young, 
witty, and the moſt celebrated Beauty in all Normandy ; 
that the Conformity in the Humours of theſe two had 
rendered them extremely dear to each other, and their 
Generofity, Gaiety, and Freedom of Behaviour to eve- 
ry one elſe that had the Pleaſare of knowing them; 
that .their Houſe was the Rendezvous of all the polite 
Perſons of both Sexes in the Neighbourhood, and a 
perpetual Scene of Harmony and Delight. 

This Diſcourſe ended with the uſe of the Toilet, 
but made ſuch an Impreffion on the Heart of Traf- 
ment; thar he firs Curioſty which was not mura to 
kim. The defire of focing the fair Siſter of Zifder, 
obliged him to make a more than ordinary haſte in 
dreffing; and he was no fooner in a Condition to ap- 
pear, than he went out of his Apartment in order to 
ſeek his noble Hoſt. 

He met him coming towards him with the fame De- 
fign; they ſaluted and embraced each other with a Ten- 
dernefs, which ſeemed the Effect of ancient Amity, ra- 
ther than the Civility of a new Acquaintance. If the 
good Mien of Trafimont, fatigued as he was at his Ar- 
rival, had acquired the Efteem of Lifidor, how grace- 
ful muſt he appear to him after his Repoſe ! That 
Sprightlinefs, that Gaiety, that Air of Freedom which 
accompanied all his Actions, heightened now by a cer- 
tain Eagernefs with which he was animated, made him 
de looked upon as the moſt amiable of all Mankind. 
After the firſt Compliments were over, do not believe, 
G 3 ſaid 
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ſaid Lifidor, that I intreated you to accept of my Houſe 


to be alone with me here: I flatter my ſelf you will 
find Company which may in part compenſate for the | 
want of thoſe you go to ſeek in Cats: I aſſure you © 
they have at leaſt this Merit, that they burn with Im- 


patience to partake the Happineſs I poſſeſs in ſo agree- 
able a Gueſt, 


tainly nothing left to wiſh : yet you will pardon me, if 
I become your Petitioner for Leave to pay my Reſpetty 
to a very beautiful Lady, who I am told is here. Li- 
ar then told him, that he came with an Intention to 
conduct him to her Apartment, where all the Compa- 
ny waited with Impatience for his Preſence, In ſiniſh- 
ing theſe Words, he led him through a magnificent 
Gallery which parted the Lodgings he had afligned for 
him from thoſe of Eliza, for ſo his Siſter was called. 
At the Voice of Lifidor the Doors flew open, and that 
Gentleman, who fill held Trafimont by the Hand, pre- 
ſented him to his Siſter, who in the midſt of fix or ſe- 
ven beautiful Ladies that were with her, appeared to 
Trafimont the only Object worthy of his regard. X 

She roſe from her Seat, and advanced to receive 
him with an Air of Gaiety and Freedom, which i 
rarely to be found in Provence, and ſerved to confirm 
that Admiration which the firſt Moment of behbolding 
her had inſpired. The Accident which has happened 
to you, ſaid ſhe, in a Tone the moſt raviſhingly fweet, 
is ſo favourable to us, that we cannot condole with you 
upon it; and would much more wiſh you might never 
be able to find your way from Amontville, than that 
you had not loſt it in coming hither. gy 


Who is with Lifder, anſwered Trafiment, has cer. | 


| 
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dam, anſwered Trafiment, be the moſt ungrateful of all 
Men to the Goodneſs of Fate, if I did not think with 
Pleaſure on my late Fatigues, fince they have led me 
to a Blefling I could not have received without them 
But, continued he, it is by ſtrait and thorny Paſſages 
alone we can arrive at Heaven. 

Tho' Trafimext pronounced theſe Words in a man- 
ner which rendered it eaſy to diſcover the Situation of 
his Soul, they were anſwered but as common Galan- 
try, and the Converſation becoming general, Eliza neg- 
lefted not to teſtify ſhe had no lgfs a ſhare of Wit than 
Beauty, and accompanied all the ſprightly Things ſhe 
faid with ſo much Softneſs, that our indifferent Travel 
ler could not keep himſelf from regarding her with 
ſomething that differed but little from. Adoration ; and 
he who but ſome Hours before thought Love intirely 
uneflential to Marriage, now found that his greateſt 
Happineſs would be to inſpire her with it, and to be 
united to her, This Paſſion, to which he had always 
been a Stranger, aſſumed in a Moment ſo abſolute an 
Empire over him, that he wholly forgot Phi/intus, his 
Friend at Cain, or his intended Nuptials there. Nor 
was he the only Perſon that experienced a ſudden 
Change of Sentiment; Eliza having never ſeen any 
thing capable of charming her, had 'till now continued 
in an implicite Reſignation to the Will of her Brother 
for the Choice of a Husband for her, found ſomething 
o inchanting in the Perſon, Wit, and Humour of 
Trafiment, as informed her ſhe could not without great 
Difficulty be brought to approve of any other, In fine, 
ſhe had received an Impreſſion at firſt fight of him lit- 
tle different from what ihe had given, and theſe reci- 
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procal Prepoſleſſiions animatihg them both with a De 
fire of pleaſing, added new Graces to every thing they 


faid and did; and furniſhed LiSdor and the reſt of the | 
Company with a thouſand Opportunities to exerciſe 
their Wiz, which they did in a manner equally pleai- 


ing to themſelves, and thoſe to whom it was addreſſed. 

The Morning paſſed over in this faſhion, and the 
Dinner which followed having a little more improved 
their Knowledge of each other, Lifidor and Tram 
behaved as if they never intended to be ſeparated more: 
The Entertainment was very magnificent, and the 
Chearfulneſs equal to the Liberality that gave it, and 
as there was a pretty deal of Company, and Eliza ex- 
pected more in the Afternoon, Lifidor was refolved ww 
conclude the Day with a Ball, the better to regale his 
new Friend. He had a Symphony in his own Houſe, 
every one of his Domeſticks having been inſtructed to 
play on ſome Inſtrument. 

Soon after Dinner they adjourned into a ſpacious 
Hall, where the Light of the Day being intirely ſhut 
out, a great number of Wax-Tapers in cryſtal Sockets 


reflecting one upon another in a thouſand differen 


Squares cut in the Glaſs, made the Place ſeem illamina- 
ted with ſo many Galaxies of little Suns ; and was of 
infinite Advantage to the Beauty of the Ladies, who fat 
beneath on Seats of Crimſon Velvet, embroidered with 
Gold and Silver, till the Ball began. At laſt the Mw 
fick ſtruck up, and the amiable ZA danced, before 
outſhining all the Charmers near her, but in that Exet- 
ciſe diſcovered ſach new and inconceivable Graces 43 
intirely compleated her Conqueſt over the Heart of 
Trofimest, and being no longer maſter of his TranF 
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ports, Ah Lifider ! cried he, embracing him, I but 
wandered in the Foreſt of Hall, to be intirely lot in 
Amentville. 

So much the better, replied the other; I wiſh from 
my Soul, that it were only in my Siſter's power to 
bring you to the way you would be in—— But to find 
The Humour of which you ſeem to be, makes me ima- 
gine no other Buſineſs than Pleaſure calls you to Cacn ; 
therefore if this Place is capable of affording any, I 
beg you will not go in ſearch of it elſewhere. This 
Requeſt was too agreeable to Trafimont to be refuſed ; 
he was traly in Love, and thought of nothing more 
than the means of remaining at Amontwille, without 
appearing to deſire it, But the better to conceal his 
Inclination, he excuſed himſelf from complying with 
the obliging Invitation of Li/idor through the fear, 
he ſaid, of incommoding him, having no Servants of 
his own with him. But the Brother of Elza, Who 
was as uneaſy at the Thoughts of loling him, as the 
other was at the Decorum which forbad his ſtay, 
preſſed him in ſuch a manner, that baniſhing all Cere- 
mony, he followed his own Wiſhes in ſeeming to yield 
to thoſe of his Friend. 

The beautiful Zr, who having ended her Dance, 
ſtoed near them during the latter part of this Diſcourſe, 
no ſooner heard the grant of Trafimont, than her Eyes 
ſparkled with a Joy which informed him of part of his 
Happineſs : His Love thus fed by Hope, from that 
inſtant augmented, and the Warmth of his Paſſion 
joined to that of his 'Temper, giving him no time for 

| G 5 Reflexion, 
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Reflexion, he reſolved to declare it as ſoon as he could 
find a convenient Opporunity. 
Feaſts, Balls, Concerts, and various kinds of Sports 
continued in this Houſe near fifteen Days, without the 
leaſt mention of Tra/iment's Departure, or his being 
able to open his Heart to Eliza, who in ſpite of the 
Tenderneſs ſhe had for him, and that which ſhe well 
knew ſhe had inſpired him with, carefully avoided all 
Occaſions of ſpeaking to him alone: Trafimont per. 
ceived it, and as his Paſſion teok up all his Thought, 
and he was impatient to declare himſelf, he was too 
diligent to be always unſucceſsful, and having found 
the lucky moment, reſolved it ſhould not eſcape him. 
The young Eliza, who had not behaved in this 
manner hut to follow the Advice of her Brother, hav- 
ing ſatizfied what he deſired of her, gave the enamour- 
ed Stranger the liberty of explaining himſelf to her oa 
the fifteenth Day after his Arrival. They had juſt ri- 
ſen from Table, and the Company ſeparating, every 
ene according to their Inclination, Ex went alone 
into the Garden; Tra/ſimont immediately followed 
her, and this beautiful Maid hearing the Footſleps of 
ſome body behind her, turned ſuddenly upon him, and 
ſeeing who it was, What, Traſimont, cried ſhe, feign- 
ing a Surpriſe, have you quitted Lifider, who cannot 
ſupport a moment's Abſence from you without Pain? 
J cannot think my ſelf ſeparated from him when J 
approach you, Madam, anſwered he, and if you will 
permit me to acquaint you with a Deſign I have 
formed to attach my ſelf to Lifidor for my whole 
Life, you will be able to judge of my Gratitude for 
all his Goodneſs. Such a Deſign, ſaid ſhe, bluſhing, 
malt 
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< - muſt certainly be very advantageous to us; you will 
doubtleſs find my Brother diſpoſed to ſecond you ; and 
a5 all he approves is pleaſing to me, it is not neceſſary 
to inform me firſt. Pardon me, Madam, replied Tra- 
fimont, haſtily, you muſt be told that I adore you be- 
fore he knows it, fince it is from you I ought to ob- 
tain Permiſſion to declare my ſelf to him. Methinks, 
reſumed ſhe ſmiling, you ſhould rather act in a con- 
trary manner; and be ſatisfied in his Thoughts be- 
fore you conſulted mine: But the beginning of our Ac- 
quaintance was fo little regular, that the Progreſs can- 
not but correſpond; and this laſt Project has a little the 
Air of your firſt going out of your Way—— Fol- 
low then the ſame Path, and as you have ſpoke to 
me, now ſpeak to Lider; you have my leave to do 
ſo, and I wiſh you a favourable Anſwer. She had 
no ſooner uttered theſe Words, than ſhe turned haſtily 
from him, and gave him not time to teſtify his Joy 
at this charming Confeſſion. He had too much Viva- 
city of Humour to brook Delay in any thing hede- 
fired, and therefore ran to find Lifider, who had left 
the Company at play in the Parlour, and was rctired 
to his Cabinet on ſome private Affairs. 

Traſi mont, who was now become familiar in the 
Houſe, entered without Ceremony, and accoſting him 
with his ordinary Gaiety, Pardon me, ſaid he, that I 
interrupt your Solitude ; but I cannot reſolve to de- 
part hence without confiding a. Secret in you, which I 
had told you three days after my Arrival, if I had 
not feared it would have prevented me from the Plea- 
ſure of ſtaying here ſo long. I cannot comprehend, 
replied Li/ider, that any thing in the World is capable 
of 


132 The Hu Exchange. 
of making me wiſh to loſe your Company ; and if 
what you have to tell me will be the Cauſe of driving 
you hence, I beg you will never let me know it. 
"Tis in your power to detain me for ever, reſu- 
med Trafimont, ſmiling ; nor do I wiſh any thing 
with half that Ardency ——— - But what can an un- 
known Perſon hope, who has the Temerity to violate 
the Laws of Hoſpitality in adoring your lovely Siſter, 
and who adds to this Preſumption that of demanding 
her of you !—— This, Lider, is the Secret I had to 
communicate ; I know you are not ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed with my Affairs, to give me an immediate An- 
ſwer according to my Defires, but it will be eaſy for 
you to inform your ſelf what I am, and I believe 
that 
Hold, Trafimont ! interrupted Lifider, embracing him, 
it is not for People, ſuch as we are, to go about to de- 
ny what we are aiming at. I am charmed to find 
you love my Siſter, and indeed perceived it in the 
firſt days of your Acquaintance; I alſo ſaw you wete 
not indifferent to her, but ignorant of your Fortune 
and Condition ; yet having conceived a true Friend- 
ſhip for you, I deſired her to avoid giving you an 
Opportunity to declare your ſelf, till I was inform'd 
of every thing concerning you, and at the ſame time 
found means to oblige you to continue with us. Eve- 
ry thing has ſucceeded according to my Wiſh, I know 
who you are, and efteem your Alliance as an Honour 
to us: (Therefore, my dear Traſimont, what you call 
your Happineſs, now depends ſolely on your ſelf; 
all that I defire to know more than I do concern- 
ing you, is to hear fram your own Mouth the Truth 
| of 
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of your Arrival =. and what Aﬀair called 
The tranſported Lover was peſectiy overcome with 
foy = the Diſcourſe of Lifider : He degin with thank. 
ing him u thouſand and a thouſand times for the pre- 
he had in his favour : and dwelt the longer 
on this Article, to give himſelf time to conſider in w. 
manner he ſhoald anfwer the ether. He was unwil- 
ling to name Philintws, fearing that he might be known. 
by Lifder, or ſome of his Friends, who might write 
to him an Account of this Adventure and the Rallery he 
expected from him in return for ſuch afudden Alteration 
in his Sentiments, gave him ſo mach Confuſion, chat 
be reſolved, if poſſible, to keep him ignorant of the 
whole Affair, till it was intirely over: For this rea- 
fon alſo he had never ſent to Philintzr, who he doubt- 
ed not was at Cats with the Gentleman, of whom he 
had heard him ſpeak. 

Therefore having made thoſe Acknowledgments he 
thought dae to the generous Proceeding of Lifder, 
be told him without diſgeiſe, that he had left Paris 
in company of a particular Friend ; that the Coach 
breaking in the Foreſt of Ha by the force of the 
Storm, they got on Horſeback, but being ſeparated 
by the Night and Tempeſtuonſneſs of the Air, they 
wandred without being able to rejoin each other ; chat 
he was perſuaded his Companion was gone to a Per. 
fon near Cats ; but as for himſelf he had abſolutely 
loſt the Road he fhould have taken, and reaching Amony- 
wille, a Place he neither knew, nor any Perſon in it, he 
had the good fortune to addreſs himſelf to one of his Do- 
meſticks, As to the Affair chat called me to Cain, 
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I will freely confeſs to you, continued he, that I ww 
going with a deſign of being married there ; a Lady 
was propoſed to me, but I never either ſaw her, or 
heard her Name, therefore have no Engagement that 
can oblige me to continue my Intentions of an Alli- 
ance there, or hinder that I fo paſſionately deſire to 
ee 
 Lifidor was content with this Recital, and willing 
to be no leſs ſincere than Traſimont, confeſled in his 
turn, that he had delayed thus long the Marriage of 
his Siſter, in the hope of uniting her to a Friend, for 
whom he had a particular Eſteem ; but that the young 
Eliza having teſtified an extreme Repugnance to en- 
gage her ſelf, without knowing the Perſon. who ſhould 
be her Spouſe, and had never ſeen his Friend ; he had 
often preſſed him by Letters to come to Amontville, 
but had never received from him any but light and 
indirect Anſwers, which made him judge the Alli- 
ance not convenient for him. The great Eſteem, 
continued he, which I conceived for you at firit ſight, 
made me immediately wiſh that an Acquaintance with 
my Siſter might give you thoſe Sentiments in her fa- 
vour, Which the Picture I drew of her to my Friend 
failed to inſpire; my Defires were anſwered, I ſoon 
perceived you liked her, but becauſe I would do no- 
thing raſhly, I wrote once more to the Perſon I at 
firſt deſigned for her, and at the ſame time ordered the 
. Meſſenger to inform himſelf concerning you ; he re- 
turned but yeſterday, and acquaints me that my Friend 
has quitted Paris, without making any Confident of 
the Place of his Retreat ; and brought me a Charac- 
ter of you, which is more than ſufficient to make me 
intreat 
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intreat you not to retard the Honour you defign my 
die Confidence, the two Friends hav- 
ing embraced each othen regulated every thing neceſ- 
ſary for the intended Nuptials ; and then Li/idor pre- 
ſented Trafiment to Eliza as the Man who in a few 
days would be her Husband. Theſe two Lovers equal- 
ly charmed with each other, teſtified by their Joy that 
they could not be too ſoon united ; and Lifider there- 
fore got every thing ready in a Week, at the end of 
which the Ceremony was performed, with all imagi- 
nable Deceney, but no Hurry, or other Diverſions, than 
thoſe they ordinarily partook in the Houſe. of Lif- 
der. It was however to the great Contentment of the 
wedded Pair, and thoſe Friends, whom Lifidor deſired 
ſhould be Witneſſes of the Ceremony. 

Let us now leave Trafimont to indulge in the Sweets 
of a happy Marriage, and ſee what became of Phi- 
lista, whoſe wandring conducted him alſo to a Fate 
not leſs agreeable. | 
When he was ſeparated from Trafſmont, and the 
continued Violence of the Tempeſt permitted him not 
to make any» Efforts to rejoin him, he was obliged to 
content himſelf with going the way his Horſe ſhould 
take, without endeavouring to turn him. The Storm 
appealing by degrees, and the Night wearing off, he 
perceived with Joy that he was got into the Road which 
lead to Ponteau-de-mer, and flattering himſelf that Tra- 
fimont either had or would paſs that Way, heſitated 
not to go directly thither. He arrived about ten in 
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Inn, where he judged his People would bring hi 
Equipage. 

He gave the remainder of the Day, and the whole 
Night following to Repoſe, and early the next Mor- 
ning all who had fet out with him from Paris, ex- 
cept Traſimont, arrived: He demanded if they had 
heard nothing of him, bat none being able to give 
ther Way, and might by this time be in Cats. Believ- 
ing he ſhould infallibly meet him there, he ſtaid but 
three days at Ponteau-de-mer in order to refreſh bis 
Horſes, and have his Coach repaired from the Da- 
mage it had received in the Foreſt of Hah ; on the 
fourth he quitted it, and arrived at Cain in a ſhort 
time. He ſet up his Equipage, and lodged at the Sign 
of St. John a famous Houſe of Entertainment, where 
all Travellers of Condition reſort. He ſent his Peo- 
ple through the City to inquire after Trafiment ; but all 
their Search being in vain, and Philintus being igno- 
rant of the Name of the Perſon to whom he had in- 
tended to go, knew not any means to hear news of 
him, and began to grow weary of ExpeRation ; he there- 
fore reſolved to quit Cars, and make 2 viſit to that 
Friend, who had ſo oſten invited him. 

He had been in this City near ſiſteen days, when 
on the Eve of that deſigned for his Departure, hap- 
pening to be at the Door, giving ſome Orders to oneof 
his Lacqueys, he ſaw a Gentleman of his Acquaintance 
paſs by, called Therame: ; charmed with the meeting 
a Perſon for whom he had a great Eſteem, he ran to him, 
embraced him, and demanded of him, what had brought 


him to Cass, and what Adventures had made 14. 
negli- 


The Heppy Exchange. 11 
negligent of his Friends in Paris, as not to have 
wrote to them in five Years. 

Therame: anſwered at the ſame time to his Careſſes 
and his Queſtions ; we were both ſo young, faid he, 
when we were acquainted, that I flatter'd not my ſelf 
you retained any Remembrance of me: The Diffe- 
rence of our Occupations, our Amuſements, and our 
Societies, made me believe you had forgot the Friend- 
ſhip formerly between -Von know I was deſtin'd 
to the long Robe, you to the Sword; I was obliged 
to eſlabliſi my ſelf in Provence, and Pari was your 
Choice: However, in theſe five Years that I have not 


ſeen you, I have heard ſpeak of you in a manner which 


kept me from knowing all the Value. 
I am married in this Country, continued he, and 
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if you wou'd prove that you have forgiven my 
late Indifference, do me the Favour to go with 
us. 

Therame: urged his Intreaty in ſo tender à manner, 
and Philin/u; had fo ſtrong a Deſire to continue ſome 
time in the Country, that he was eaſily prevailed 
upon to change his Deſign of going elſewhere: He 
was alſo the more ready to comply, becauſe he fill 
imagined that Trafiment wou'd come to Cain, and 
that being within two Leagues of that Place be 
cou'd not but hear News of him.. Therefore having 
accepted the Offer of Therames, they again embraced, 
and gave each other a thouſand new Proteftations of 
Friendſhip. After which Phil/intus offered his Coach 
to Therames for the uſe of the Ladies whom he was 
to conduct; to which he replied, that he had brought 
his own, but that it being large enough to contain 
v0 more than three Perſons, he would take the Ad- 
vantage of his, that they might be all together. 
He then defired him to order the Horſes to be rea- 
dy, and went from him that Moment to apprize the 
Ladies. 

' Philintus did as he defired, and taking one Lac- 
quey with him, left the other at Cass, in order to 
wait for Traſimont. When all was ready, Terme 
went with him into the Coach, and ordered it to drive 
where the Company expected him. | 

a As they were going, Therames informed Philintus 
that theſe Ladies were a Mother and Daughter, that 
the former was a Widow of. a very conſiderable Eftate, 
and the Daughter was the only Fruit of a very happy 
Marriage, and a young Lady in whom. to the Gifts 
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of Fortune were added all the Charms of Nature. 
With theſe Words they found themſelves at the Door, 
and the two Friends being alighted, Therames con- 
ducted Philintzs to the Apartment of Fe, for 
that was the Name of the Mother, and preſented him 
to her as the beſt of his Friends, whom Chance had 
ſent for an Augmentation of their Pleaſures. 

F:liciana, who was a Lady of great Merit and Un- 
derſtanding, received him in the moſt polite manner; 
his Air modeſt, wiſe, and grave, prepoſſeſt her in his 
favour more than the Words of Therames, though ſhe 
had a very good Opinion of his Judgment. When 
the firſt Civilities were over, I ſee, faid ſhe to Thera- 
mes, that you are impatient to be gone, and that all 
thoſe Moments are loſt to you, that are not paſſed with 
Thromirg——— Well, your Paſſion is too laudable not 
to be comply'd with See, continued ſhe to 
one of her Women, if Fra is ready, and let her 
know we wait only for her. She had ſcarce finiſhed 
theſe Words, when a large folding Door was opened 
from another Room, and the beautiful Fhra appear'd 
more bright and dazzling than the Star which uſhers in 
the Day : Philintus was quite ſurpriſed and went back 
ſome Steps, but immediately advancing, I know not, 
Madam, ſaid he to Feliciana, if it is not dangerous 
travelling with you, fince it is certain a Heart muſt run 
a great riſque of loſing itſelf in Company of the in- 
comparable Fhra. My Daughter, replied that Lady 
with a Smile, has never carry'd any very far as yet; 
and if ſhe ſhould begin with yours, I promiſe to ſerve 
it as a Guide. During this Converſation, the ami- 
able Fhbra, who expected no body but Therames, 
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beheld Philintus with a kind of Satisfaction which (hy 
had never felt before, and was not now able to re 
rain. 

Philintus, who regarded her with no lefs Attention, 
made her Bluſh more than once at the meeting of their 
Eyes in this mutual Examination. Having nothing 
more to wait for, Therame: gave his Hand to Felicia - 
, and Philintus to the young Flora. They went 
all four into the Coach, and never Journey ſeemed ſo 
ſhort to the Friend of Trafment. While it continued, 
the Converſation turned on a thouſand different Subjeciu, 
in all which every one diſcovered a great Share of 
Wit and Penetration - but that of Fes appeared ſo 
extraordinary in a Perſon of her Age, that Philintw 
was perfetly inchanted with it ; It might be juſtly, 
ſaid indeed that Nature had exhauſted all her Trea- 
fures to adorn the Mind and Form of this young 
Beauty; Her Age exceeded not ſeventeen, nothing 
gou'd be more delicate than her Complexion ; her 
Eyes the fineſt blue in the World, and full of min- 
gled Majeſty and Sweetneſs ; her Hair and Eye-brows 
black, thick, and ſhining; a fine made Noſe ; admi- 
mble Teeth, and the ſweeteſt Mouth Imagination can 
conceive : Her Neck, her Breaft, her Hands and Arms 
moiſt exactly proportioned, and as white as Alabaſter; 
yet were all theſe the leaſt of her Perſections, thoſe 
of her Converſation being as much ſuperior to thols 
of her Perſon, as her Perſon was to the moſt indiffe» 
rent of her Sex. 

It is eafy to judge a Perſon thus charming cou'd 
not but inſpire a very great Paſſion in a Man foch as 


Palau, wha: had never loved before, enly becauſe he 
cou'd 
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cou'd not find that Complication of Graces be wiſhed 
the Perſon whom he ſhould chooſe might be poſſeſt of, 
and now in reality beheld: And tho he yet had n& 
diſcovered all the Merits of this admirable Maid, yet 
he ſaw enough to male him become the moſt ena- 
mour'd of all Mankind. Vet reſolving, if poſfible, 
not to yield himſelf intirely, till he ſhould be better 
informed of every thing concerning the Objet of his 
Paſſion, be endeavoured to conceal it under an Air 
of Galantry : Therrames, however, who had experien- 
ced in himſelf all the force of Love, perceived a 
part of what paſſed in the Heart of Philintasr, not- 
withſtanding his Conſtraint; the Looks of as Perſon 
truly charmed, ſpeak more than they have Permiſſion 
to do, and Therames read enough in thoſe of Philia- 
7, to make him form a Deſign which hereaker he 
made known. In order to it, however, he began 
with talking of the Family of Philintus to Feliciana, 
as if only to inform her, and then deſired him to 
acquaint them with the Motives of his coming © 
Carn, 

Philintus inftigated by an Emotion with which he 
was unacquainted, gave them an ample Account of 
all they defired to know: And without a Deſign to 
do ſo made a Detail of all his Lands and Revenues ; 
but in this Diſcourſe having occaſion to mention Ge- 
rau, his Father, Fe/iciana on a ſudden interrupted 
him with a more than ordinary Vivacity; What! ſaid 
ſhe to him, are you the Son of Geraſtus ? the noble, 
the good, the wiſe Geraflus, whoſe admirable Genius, 
profound Learning, and ſtrict Honour, rendered him 
the Oracle of Bretagne, and Arbitrator of the 

greateſt 
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greateſt Aﬀairs? It is ſo advantageous to me, Madam, re. 
ply'd Philintu;, that the Author of my Being is known 
to you in this amiable Light, that however vain it may 
appear in me to avow my ſelf his Son, the Title is too 
honourable for me to conceal it. Ah Philints: ! cried 
Feliciana, you are dearer to me than you can ima- 
gine— but know that Geraſ{us and my late Spouſe 
were of the ſame Province, they were bred up toge- 
ther, and united from their moſt tender Years in 3 
Friendſhip which ended not but with their Lives: Some 
important Affairs having brought Feliciant my Husband 
into Normandy, he became enamour'd of me, and ob- 
tained me of my Family on condition he would ſet- 
tle at C. Love renders all things eaſy, he con- 
ſented to all they demanded of him ; and in the 
courſe of the firſt Years of our Marriage he continu- 
ally entertained me with the extreme Regret he had 
for being ſeparated from his dear Geraffus, for 
whom he inſpired me with the moſt particular E- 
ſteem. 
They conſtantly wrote to each other: I ſaw all their 
Letters, and was charmed with thoſe of Geraffus. 
Some Years after the Birth of Flora, my Husband had 
an unhappy Law-ſuit with one of his Kinſmen, which 
threatned no leſs fatal a Conſequence, than to render 
my Daughter the moſt unhappy Perſon in the World. 
The cruel Proceſs was already entered when it came 
into the mind of Feliciant to propoſe an Arbitration, 
and named Geraſtus, for that purpoſe, to his Ad- 
verſary. 

His Reputation had reached even to this Province, 
and tho both Parties feared the Succeſs of their Cauſe, 

| each 
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each thought better of it when in the Hands of a 
Man of ſuch undoubted Wiſdom and Probity, and 
conſented with an equal Satisfaction. My Spouſe and 
his Adverſary having made their Agreement with all 
neceſſary Formalities, departed together for Rennes, 
where Gerafts: lived. I will not go about to deſcribe 
the Joy of theſe two Friends meeting after ſo long an 
Abſence, nor of what paſſed in this remarkable Arbi- 
tration ; the Recital wou'd be too long: It will be 
ſufficient for you to know, that by the Judgment of 
Ceran my Husband gained his Cauſe in as ample a 
manner as he cou'd defire ; and the other having bound 
himſelf to ſtand to this Deciſion, was obliged intirely 
to relinquiſh his Pretenſiona. When it was over, Fefici- 
ant returned to Cats, no leſs tranſported with having 
ſcen his Friend, than with the Good he had procured 
him, by which my Daughter is at preſent poſſeſt of 
a very conſiderable Fortune. Judge then, Philintys, 
if the Son of a Man, to whom I owe the Happineſc bf 
what is deareſt to me in the World, ought to be indiffe- 
rent to me. | 
While Feliciana was ſpeaking, Philintus liſtened to 
her with a Joy which added new Fires to his Eyes : 
It ſeemed to him that every Word united him more 
Frongly to Flora, and when this Lady had finiſhed her 
lutle Narrative, there was nothing tender and obli- 
ging that he omitted, to teltify the Exceſs of his Sa- 
tixfaftion at the Thoughts that his Father had been 
ſerviceable to her. 
This Adventure having banithed all Conſtraint among 


them, theſe four Perſons arrived at the Houſe of 
| heran 


| 
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Therame: with a Gaiety, which diffuſed itſelf thro' the 
leaſt of their Actions. 

the ſame good Humour; and Philintus had his pan 
in the Friendſhip with which ſhe met Feliciana and 
Fhra; Therames having informed her in a few Words 
who he was, and in what manner he had happened 
to meet with this Friend. In fine, there was none 
of this Company, whoſe Politenels did not make them 
perſectly ealy, and behave to each other, as if they 
now renewing his Requeſt of knowing what had 
brought Philintus to Cain, that Gentleman not wil. 
ling to diſcover the Frailties of Trafmont, made no 
mention of him ; but ſaid he was going to Ae 
ville with a deſign to paſs ſome time with a Friend 
ke had in that Place: He then told them of the 
Storm, the breaking his Coach in the Foreſt, which 
had occaſioned his coming to Caen without intending 


it, or knowing there was any Perſon in that City 


whom he ſhould be glad to meet. As there was no- 
thing but what was natural in this Recital, they asked 
no farther Queſtions; and eight Days paſſed over 
with an equal Satisfaction to all Parties. Philintu:, 
in this time, had fo well ſtudied the beautiful Fra, 
that finding her every way worthy his moſt ſerious At- 
tachment, he reſolved to diſcover his Sentiments to 
Therames, and employ him to ſearch into thoſe of 


che Mother and Daughter; tho' both the one and the o- 


ther behaved to him in a manner, which aſſured him be 


was truly eſteemed by them. 


But 
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But the admirable Fhra accompanied the Marks of 
Diſtintion ſhe gave him with ſo much Modeſty and 
Reſerve, that he durſt not flatter himſelf with the Hope 
chat Tenderneſs had any Part in her Attons: And 
that Circumſpection, which is always incident to a vio- 
ſent Paſſion, rendred him incapable of declaring his 
Love to her; fo that to obſerve all the Rules, be had 
recourſe to Therames ; and to ſpeak to him with moſt 
Freedom, he went one Morning to ſeck him in his 
Cloſet, but being told he was gone to walk in a fine 
Park he had behind the Houſe, he follow'd him there; 
but as he paſſed through an Alley, which led cowards 
a Summer-houſe, he heard the Voice of Feliciana, 
and, as he thought, pronouncing his Name. The Si- 
tuation of his Mind, at this time, rendring him more 
than ordinarily curious, he went ſoftly towards the 
Summer-houſe, and ſaw Therames and that Lady ſeat- 
ed with their Backs to the Side on which he ſtood, fo 
that they could not perceive him. They ſeemed to be 
in very deep Diſcourſe, and proſecuting what they had 
been ſaying, he heard Feliciana reply to Therames in 
theſe Terms. I confeſs to you, faid ſhe, that I ſin- 
cerely wiſh. your Conjeftures may not be without Foun+ 
dation: Flora, if I am not greatly miſtaken, has the 
ſame Sentiments with me: But I am in continual Ap- 
prehenſions of the Arrival of your Friend; for though 
there be nothing promiſed, yer it will be a Mortifica- 
don to have made Advances in ſuch an Affair, and af- 
cerwards fall off. 

I fer no manner of Reaſon to believe any thing far- 
ther will happen on that Score, ſaid Theramer; I hear 
0 News of him; and I an very certain; tho he is 4 
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ble her Attention on all the Actions of Philintas. 
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worthy Man, that you will loſe nothing by ex- 
changing him for Philin/zs; therefore, Madam, 1 
wou'd adviſe you not to heſitate on the matter, in 
caſe he makes the Propoſals I imagine he will ſhort- 
ly do. | : 
As Therame: was ſpeaking, he moved his Body, fo 
as he muſt have ſeen Philintss, if he had caſt his 
Eyes that way ; but the other perceiving it, immediately 
quitted his Place, and, making a long Tour, returned 
to the Summer-houſe by another Path, at the End of 
which he perceived Theamira and Flora coming to join 
Therame: and Feliciana. It was very difficult for him 
to conceal the Trouble with which he was agitated ; 
the Diſcourſe of Feliciana having made him imagine 
that Flora was already promiſed to ſome more happy 
Man. Great Paſſions are never without great Diſquiets, 
and that of Philintus was too fincere and ardent, not to 
be accompanied with all thoſe Emotions which are 
ordinarily the Conſequences; Fear and Jealouſy ma- 
king him feel in that Moment all the Cruelties they 
have power to inflict. 
"He made uſe, however, of his utmoſt Efforts to 
his Eyes ; and accoſted the Ladies, as he thought, with 
his accuſtomed Compoſure : but, in ſpite of his Con- 
ſtraint, the amiable Fhra perceived his Melancholy. 
Nothing can eſcape the Eyes of thoſe who truly love; 
and this beautiful Lady had been engaged in a Con. 
verſation with Theomira, which obliged ber to redou- 


That tender Friend, having dived into the Secret of 
her Heart, ſhe had juſt conſeſſed to ber the Jnclma- 
don 
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tion he had for this new Friend of fhrrames, and 
the other had aſſured her of the Love of Philintss, 
in a manner, which left her no room to doubt, if ſhe had 
not ſomething more than bare Conjefture for that Aſſer- 
tion, Her Eyes, however, were endeavouring to ſearch 
emu ——— 
to her when ſhe Sadneſs 
—̃ HX— 
Filicians. | 
The Change ſhe faw in him very much diſquieted 
her; and as it is common with Love to render his 
Votaries moſt wretched in Imagination, when in rea- 
lity they are moſt happy, Philintus ſuppoſed that 
Fra: Reſerve that Day proceeded from her Expecta- 
tion of his Rival; and that beautiful Maid imputed 
his Melancholy to the little Charms he found in that. 
Place. Theſe Sentiments in both, rendred the Con- 


verſation very dull on one part and the other: Feli- © 


ciana, taken up with her Meditations, faid little ; 
and Therames;, ſtudying by what means he ſhould 
oblige Philintus to explain himſelf, walked without 
ſpeaking one Word; and Theomira was the only Per- 
ſon whoſe Thoughts were enough at Liberty to won- 
der at the Behaviour of the others. Some Friends, 
hewever, coming unexpectedly in, relieved her from 
the Perplexity ſhe was in, and gave Therame an 


Opportunity to draw Philintus apart, that he might 
entertain him without Witneſſes. 

As he had the fame Deſign, they were immedi- 
ately ſeparated from the others; and when they were 
at too great a Diſtance to be over-heard ; Well, my 
dear Philintzs, (aid Therames, what do you . 
H 2 
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of Fal and Flora? do yen not find ſomething ſin- 
gular in your Adventure with them ? 

I think, rephed Philintus, that you are extreme!y 
happy, to policls, whenever you pleaſe, the Company 
of Perſons of fuch Merit ; and that, if I were to fol- 
low the Dictates of my Heart, it would be never to 
be ſeparated from them. How I ſhould be charmed, 
reſumed. Tha looking earneflly on him, if ſuch a 
thing might happen! I ſhould have no need to regret 
that I bave been ſo long a time without teſtifying to you 
the Eftcem which is your Due, if the Moment of our 
reetablihing ous Friendſhip might render you Polle(: 
ſor of the incomparable F/axa, So kind a Wich, (aid 
Philintus, engages me to confels to you, that never 
Man was inflamed with a more violent Pa ſſion than! 
am ſor that lovely Maid; bus for her Poſſeſſion, conti- 
nued he, with. a deep. Sigh, it would il} become you 
to flatter me, fince you know the is already deſtined 
for another. 

Therames appeared a little ſurpriſed at theſe Words 
and demanding the Reaſon of them, the other decla- 


red to him the Beginning and Progreſs of his Paſſion, 


and what he had overheard of his Converſation with 
Feliciana, when he ſought an Opportunity of ſpeaking 


ito him alone, 


Thoſe cruel Words, continued he, having deſtroyed 


all the Hope I had conceived, makes me look on my 
Acquaintance with theſe Ladies, with Eyes leſs content 
than yours. Oh! ſaid Therames, with a Smile, I have 
no Deſign to be content alone; and fince by an Acci- 
dent you are inſormed of part of what I had to ſay to 
vou, I have nothing now to tell you but what is agree- 
able. 


The Happy Cechage. nay 
able. My dear Pets, continurd be, you have char 
med Felicians, and ſhe witches nothing more ardeatly, 
than to give you with ber Daughter that Fortune which 
Cradle, preierved for her: Her ſole Diſquiet is the 
Fear that Flora has not been able to inſpire you witk 
the fame Sentiments, or that you are already under 
ſome other Engagement. Therefore, if your Senti. 
ments cor reſpond with her's, your Happineſs is certain: 
It is true that Thoomira and my (elf, having long been 
intimate with this agreeable Family, I was delirous 
of having Fhra martied to a young Gentleman whom 
1 very much eilcem ; and that Feliciana had promiſed 
to receive him, on my Recommendation, for her Son- 
in-law ; but the Advances I made to him on that ſcorr, 
having been answered in a manner which abſolves me 
from taking any farther notice of the Affair, there is 
nothing to hinder you from taking his Place ; and I can- 
not but fay I am heartily glad of the Negligence he 
has ſhewn, fince it gives me occaſion to render you the 
like Service. 

He muſt be as paſſionately in Love as Philinte: was, 
who can conceive the Exceſs of his Joy at this Diſ- 
courſe ; it ſhewed it ſelf with that Vehemence, char he 
ralked with Therames for a long time as if he had been 
ſpeaking to Feliciana or her Daughter. This ſincere 
Friend, to complete his Happineſs, aſſured him that 
the Day ſhould not paſs over, without the Determi- 
nation of every thing he defired ; and with this they 
went and rejoined the Company. The preſent Satis« 
faction, that reigned in the Mind of the 
Philintus, having intirely batiiſhed all the Heavineh 
that lately hung upon his Brow ; he now appeared 

H 3 with 
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with all his Graces to the Eyes of Fhra and Felicians. 
This latter not doubting but Therame: had ſpoke to 
him, by the Looks of both the one and the other, 
gave Philintus, as ſoon as ſhe could conveniently, an 
Opportunity of entertaining her : He failed not to take 
the Advantage, and diſguiſing nothing of his Sentiment, 
had the Pleaſure to find they were approved. Thi 
Lady, willing to teſtify how much ſhe deſired the Com 
pletion of his Wiſhes, made Fhra be called; and tak- 
ing her by the Hand, Daughter, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, to pu- 
niſh you for not making me the Confident of your ſe. 
cret Inclination, I command you to receive Philis. 
tus for your Husband, and to tell him, before me, 
that you love him, as much as you are beloved. 

Ah! charming Flora, cried Philintus, make not this 
Confeſſion through Obedience Let me rather te- 
nounce all the Felicity that is promiſed me, than owe 
it to any other Motive than your Inclination. This 
jovely Maid had been ſo confuſed during the Diſ- 
courſe of her Mother, that all her Face was covered 
with a Fire which redoubled that of her Eyes; but ſce. 
ing in thoſe of Feliciana, that ſhe expected ſhe ſhould 
explain her ſelf; The Commands of Madam, replied 
ſhe, never were a Conſtraint upon me, and ſince it is 
her Will, I confeſs that I joyfully ſubmit to the Order 
ſhe now gives me, Pbilintus could find no Words to 
thank this ready Condeſcenſion in both: He threw 
himſelf at their feet, and ſometimes embracing the 
Knees ofthe Mother, and ſometimes thoſe of the Daughter, 
more teſtified bis Gratitude by thoſe ſilent Tranſporu, than 
he could have done by the moſt eloquent Expreſſions. 


Filiciana 
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F:liciana embraced him ; and to add to his Felicity, 
left him at Liberty to entertain the beautiful Flora a» 
lone, who ſeeing nothing to hinder her from making 
known her Tenderneſa, took no care to conceal it from 
him who had inſpired her with it. Never were there 
more happy Moments than thoſe the enamoured Phi- 
fintus and his charming Miſtreſs enjoy d: Therames and 
Theomira took a ſincere part in their Contentment, and 
to render it perfect, reſolved to return to Cats to haſten 
the Nuptials, which was executed without any delay 
three Days afterwards. 

After they had ſatisfied all the neceſſary Formalities 
on theſe Occaſions, when one of the Parties is at a diſ- 
tance from his Habitation, the Marriage was folem- 
nized with all the Magnificence befitting Perſons of 
Condition. Philintus remained near two Months at 
Cain with his fair Spouſe ; but his domeſtick Affairs 
recalling him to Paris, he prepared every thing for 
their Departure, and that of Fellriana who would not 
be ſeparated from them. 

During his Sojourn with Therames, he had often 
prefied to know the Name of the Perſon for whom he 
had defigned Flora before his Arrival ; but Therames 
always excuſed himſelf, telling him he would not give 
him any Occaſion for Coldneſs to a Man whom he 
might poſſibly ſome time or other be acquainted with; 
and as his Friend was ignorant of the Name of Fhra, 
it was juſt her Husband ſhould be fo of his, to the end 
neither might have any Thoughts of the matter if they 
ſhould ever meet, which was not at all improbable. 
Philintus, whoſe Defires were always regulated by Rea- 
ſon, yielded to that of his Friend, and fo intirely abo- 
ia H 4 liſhed 
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liſhed all Curiofity on that Article, that he never men- 
tioned it even to Fhra, who on her part bad fo little 
Reliſh for that Marriage, that ſhe had almoſt forgot it 
had ever been talked on to her. 

Philintus having found the Servant whom be left 
at Can, without hearing any News of Trafimont, be- 
gan a little to reſent the Indifference he ſhewed on his 
Account, and returned to Paris after three Months Ab- 
ſence: He could not however ſo much baniſh the Re- 
membrance of their former Friendſhip, as to neglect 
ſending to his Houſe to inquire if the Domeſlicks he 
had left behind had any certain Intelligence of him; 
and from the Perſon whom he employ'd in this Meſ- 
ſage, he learnt that he had arrived juſt eight Days 
before, and to his great Surpriſe that he was married. 

This News made him judge that he had too much 
Buſineſs on his Hands to think of ought bekde ; and 
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au ue FULL E2 was w A Moment Cithpare ; he ran to 
his Houſe impatient to embrace him ; and Trafmont. 
no ſooner perceived him, than receiving him with open 
Arms ; Ah, my dear Philintus, cry'd he, I have 
changed my Sentiments, and am in a Confuſion at the 
ſight of you, which merits more your Pity than your 
Indignation. 

I pardon every thing, reply'd Philintus, ſince you 
are married; but 'tis on Condition that we reſume our 
former Friendſhip, and that our Wives hall be united 
in the ſame Amity we are. What ! cry'd Trafimont, 
are you alſo married? Yes, reply'd Pbilintus laughing, 
your Forgetfulneſs of me has procured me a Wife with 
whom I am inchanted ! —— A Wife who is in every 
thing juſt ſuch a one as I always faid I could along 

make 
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make my Choice; and as I hear yours is extremely a- 
miable, I ardently wiſh they may love each other to 
lefs than we have done. 

I am too much raviſhed with this News, ſaid Trafi- 
wont, to be wanting in my Acknowledgments to her 
who has made you change your State: My Spoule is 
gone out, but the moment ſhe returns we will wait up- 
on you. Philiatu; was unwilling to yield to him in 
Politeneſs, and therefore intreated that Flora might 
prevent her; but he was obliged to ſubmit to what the 
other had reſolved. With this they parted, and PH.. 
lintus went home to prepare Flora for this Viſit, which 
he told her would be made by the Wife of the deareſt 
Friend he had on Earth, who had been married in his 
He had ſcarce finiſhed his Diſcourſe when be ſaw 
Traſmont, holding Elize by the Hand: the two La- 
dies embraced, as Perſons who matually wiſhed to be 
more nearly acquainted, and ſaid a thouſand obliging 
Things on the Beauty of each other. But when in 
talking familiarly, Philintus called Trafimont by his 
Name, and Tra/imont, Philintus, the beautiful Eliza 
and Flora bluſhed ſo exceſſively, and appeared in fo 
great a Perplexity, that their Husbands ſeized with a 
ſudden Motion of Jealouſy, of which they were not 
Maſters, asked pretty haſtily, and both at once, what 
had occaſioned the Trouble they ſaw in them. The 
modeſt Flora had not the Power of anſwering firſt, but 
Eliza more gay and affured, cry'd preſently, I am 
ignorant of the Motive of Madam's Confuſion ; but I 
confeſs mine ariſes at the Name of Philintus, it being 
that of the Cavalier for whom my Brother deſigned 

H 5 mes 
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3 my dear Trafiment at 4 
mon wille. 

„Fr 
the Name of Trafimont having been often repeated 
by Therames to Feliciana and myſelf, as that of the 
Perſon he wiſhed to be my Husband. What, was it 
at the Houſe of Therames you were married? What, is 
it the Siſter of Liſdor you have eſpouſed ? cry'd Trafi- 
mont and Philintus both together. Indeed, added the 
former, this is the moſt pleaſant Adventure in the 
World: I find, my dear Philintus, we have both mar- 
ried the intended Wife of the other. Then the two 
Friends made a reciprocal Detail of all had happened 
to each ſince their Departure from Paris, acknowledg 
ing that by a happy Exchange they had met with 
thoſe who alone had the Power to make them bleſs'd, 
and that a Wiſdom ſuperior to their own had ordered 
Things in this manner for their common good. And 
this Example may ſerve as a proof that the Premedi- 
tations of Man, however certain they may appear, can 
never have any other End than that which Providence 
thinks ft to give them. 


THE 


THE 


TRIUMPH of VIRTUE. 


—_ 


NOVEL V. 


N one of the moſt beautiful Cities in all 
= France, after that of Paris, lived two 
Siſters, to whom I ſhall give the Names 
of Lucinda and Derathea. Lucinda was 
a Widow, rich, handſom, and of an 
Age which had not yet deprived her of the Pleaſure of 
being admired, tho ſhe was paſt what we call Youth. 
Their Parents being dead, Dorota, who was in her 
Bloom of Beauty, thought her Innocence could no where 
find a more ſafe and honourable Aſylum than the Houſe 
of Lucinda, who, being many Years older, was regarded 
by her more like a Mother than a Siſter. 

Lucinda was infinitely pleaſed, that Dorothea preferred 
her Houſe to a Convent, which had been the only Re- 


treat 
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treat ſhe could have choſe if ſhe had been without a 
Siſter, having no Aunt nor any old Perſon of her Kin- 
dred living: but natural Aſſection had the leaſt part in 
the Satisfaction of this Widow : She loved the Gaieties 
of the World, and her Age not permitting her, wich- 
out incurring Cenſure, to enjoy them in ſo full an Ex- 
tent as the defired, ſhe imagined the Company of the 
young Dorothea would deliver her from this Conftraint ; 
and that, being a very celebrated Beauty, ſhe could not 
fail of attracting a great number of Adorers, and by 
conſequence all the Amuſements which ordinarily attend 
Love and Galantry. 

In this View, ſhe received with open Arms the beau- 
tiſul Dorothea, who ſenſible of the kind Welcome of 
her Siſter, anſwered it by all that Gratitude and Friend- 
ſhip could inſpire, tho' ſhe preſently perceived that the 
difference of their Characters and Inclinations would 
one Day create a Miſunderſtanding between them in 
eſfect: Never Humours were more oppoſite, Lucinda 
was gay, thoughtleſs, and paſſionate ; a great Coquet, 
and willing to purchaſe Admiration at what rate foever : 
Dorothea, on the contrary, was meek, bumble, mo- 
deft, reſerved, and more careful to conceal the precious 
Gifts ſhe had received from Nature, than Lucinda was 
| to augment her's by all the helps of Art. The one, 
thinking all Merit conſiſted in a beauteous Outſide, 
took no care of embelliſhing the interior Part ; the 
other, regarding the Charms of her Perſon with an in- 
tire Indifference, ſpent the beſt part of her Time in 
cultivating her Mind, and ſo improved herſelf in the 
moſt valuable and lafting Accompliſhments, that few, 
if any, ever arrived nearer to Perfection. To give her 
true 
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true Character, one muſt ſay that her Beauty could alone 
be exceeded by her Wit, and her Wit by ber Piety, 
and that her Charity was the Crown of her other ad- 

'Tis eaſy, therefore, to imagine that Dorothea, ſuch 
as L have deſcribed her, could not live with Laciads in 
the Faſhion with which that Lady had flattered herſelf; 
The one loved Company, the other Solitade ; Lucinda 
fulfilled the Duties of Religion for the fake of Form, 
Dorothea through Inclination ; and while a continual 
Round of gay Delights employed Lacixda's Hours, Do- 
rer bea was proſtrate at the foot of the Altar, or viſuing 

This Behaviour, ſo rare to be found in a Perſon of 
her Age, in ſpite of all the care ſhe took to keep it ſe- 
cret, was immediately noiſed through all the Town, by 
the Praiſes of thoſe who conſidered it with a due Ad- 
miration, or by the Raileries of Lucizda, who ſurpriſed 
to the greateſt degree, to find in her Siſter a Diſpolition. 
ſo little favourable to her Deſires, inceſſantly ridiculed 
the Severity of her Manners, and her Contempt of the- 
World: And as many came to viſu her, in the hope of 
obtaining a Sight of this incomparable Maid, the 
thought ſhe could not better excuſe herſelf for not be- 
ing able to prevail on her to appear, than by lanching 
out a thouſand biting and ſatirick Reflexions on hee 
Condud. Several were of her Opinion, and brizkly- 
criticiſed on this Fondneſs of Devotion, which they 
went fo far as even to term Hypocrily ; but the mail 
underſtanding among them, ſeemed neither to admire, 
nor diſapprove it, and contented themſelves with be- 


lieving that the Youth and little Experience of Dore- 
thea 
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thea had not yet given her a Reliſh for the Pleaſures 
of the World, and that a few more Years would make 
a Change in her Inclinations. 

This beautiful and diſcreet Lady was punctually in- 
| formed of all was ſaid at her Siſter's in her Abſence, by 
ſome Friends who knew her Value, and perſecily ef 
teemed her; bnt ſhe remained unſhaken at all their 
Diſcourſes ; and without being diſturbed at what Names 
they gave her Piety, continued as ſhe had begun. La- 
cinda perceiving her Company every Day diminiſhed, 
becauſe they never found her lovely Siſler with her, 
grew almoſt outrageous, and reſolved to make a Change 
in Dorothea, whatever ſhould be the conſequence ; and - 
believing Love would be the moſt certains Means, ſet 
her whole Wits to work to bring in her way ſome hand- 
ſom young Cavalier, whom ſhe thought moſt capable of 
inſpiring her with that Paſſion. 

Chander is the Name I ſhall give to the moſt agree- 
able of all thoſe who frequented the Houſe of Lucinda : 
He was a Perſon formed by Nature to attract Hearts 
the leaſt ſenſible of Tenderneſs : His Birth was illuſtri- 
ous, his Fortune very great, and the Qualities of his 
Mind infinitely ſuperior to all his other Advantages. A 
Lady, with whom Lucinda was extremely intimate, had 
introduced him to her Acquaintance; and as he was 
the -moſt agreeable Companion, and followed to all 
thoſe Places, where he was familiar enough to engage a 
Welcome for his Friends, he had formed a ſelect Aſ- 
ſembly who accuſtomed themſelves to paſs two Days 
every Week at Lucinda's in all the various Pleaſures 
that Wit, Wealth and Gaiety can invent or procure. 
But the greateſt part of them not ſeeing Dorothea, un- 

leſs 
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les by chance, and beginning to be tired of the Wi- 
dow's Company, came not ſo often ; Clander alone was 
conſtant in his Viſits being attached by particular and 
ſecret Reaſons: The Beauty of Dorothea had found the 
way to his Heart, and tho' her Auſterity made him fear 
a Declaration of that nature would have little EffeR, 
| yet the favourable Reception that her Siſter gave him, 
made him conceive ſome hope of being more ſucceſsful 
through her means. 

He was, however, in the utmoſt Dilemma how to ac- 
quaint her with it ; he knew not how far he could de- 
pend on her Integrity ; and feared ſhe might betray 
him to that Lady, by whom he had been brought ac- 
quainted with her, and with whom he had an Intrigue, 
of which Lucinda was the only Confident. Things 
were in this Situation, when the Widow had taken a 
Reſolution to prove if the Devotion of Dorothea would 
be ſufficient to defend her from the Aſſaults of Love: 
Cleander was the Perſon on whom ſhe caſt her Eyes; 
but tho' the ſrrupled not to expols the Reputation of 
her Siſter, ſhe did to engage him in this 
without the Conſent of her Friend ; and looking on this 
Affair only as a kind of Sport, which gave an equal Di- 
verſion to them all three, ſhe concluded to propole it to 
her. To this end, one Day when they were together, 
and the Converſation falling on Dorothea, as it often 
did in cenſuring her Conduct; I proteſt, faid Lucinda, 
I am exaſperated at her Behaviour, and cannot per- 
ſuade myſelf but there is more of Grimace than Rea- 
lity in it — Every one has their Whim ; — that of my 
Siſter is to paſs for a Saint. 


I am 


— 


I am convinced of it, replied Ceſiane, for fo the 
Miſtreſs of Chander was called, and ſhould rejoice to 
ſee this pretended high Virtue fall into the fame Errors 


with thoſe of an inferior Reputation. Let us make 


Trial, cry'd Lucinda haſtily; for I am very much de- 
ceived if a Lover would not confound all this Devo- 
tion. Cleander is the moſt proper Perſon in the 
World to act the Part I would put upon him let 
him counterfeit a Paſſion for her but for two Days on- 
ly, and 1 dare anſwer we ſhall have the Satisfaction 
of knowing that Dorothea is like others of her Sex. 
I conſent, faid Ce/iana, and would to greater Matters 
for the Diſcovery of the Sentiments of this young 
Prude. Nothing can be more affronting to us, than 


to ſee her contemn our Amuſements as ſo many Crimes, 


and give herſelf an Air of Wiſdom as if we were un- 
worthy of her Company — Let us abate this Pride a 


- little, my dear Chandery, continued ſhe, conſtrain your- 


ſelf for four and twenty Hours to procure us this Tri- 
umph. 

Cleander, who had liſtned to all this Converfation 
without ſpeaking one Word, and was ſhocked to per- 
ceive to what a height the Envy and Malice of theſe 
Ladies extended, reply'd but coldly to the Propoſal of 
Cehiana ; but finding himſelf much preſſed, and judg- 
ing that entring into their Scheme, might perhaps af- 
ford him an Opportunity of declaring the Truth of his 
Sentiments to Dorothea, he complied with it in the 
end, and promiſed to begin to appear as they deſired 
that very Day, if they would furniſh him with the 
means; Dorothea not being eaſy of Acceſs, without ſome 
particylar Circumſtance ſhould interfere. 
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occaſion of leaving them together ; but, continued ſhe, 
how ſhall we hear the Diſcourle you have with her 
without being ſeen ? for it would deprive us of half the 
Pleaſure we propoſe, if we are not Witnels of the An» 
fwers will be made to your Addreſſes by this young 
tent on this Article, but finding it impoſlible, agreed 
that they ſhould ſtand cloſe to the Arras which parted 
the Parlour from the Drawing-Room, and be Witneſſes 
of all that paſſed : He was obliged to conſent to every 
thing they injoin'd, with a ſeeming Readineſs, to give 
the leſs Suſpicion to Celianas, who already began to 
think his Aſſection to her was diminiſhed. 

Having thus determined, there was nothing wanting 
but the means of bringing them together ; but as no+ 
_ thirg is dient to a Woman, when ſhe ſets about the 
" Deſtration of another ; and theſe two having clubbed 
Wits on this occaſion, the innocent Dorethea not fu 
pecting the Snare laid for her, was not on her guard, 
and conſequently could not well eſcape it. ' 

The next Day being the Time prefixed for this 
Scene, Cleander paſs'd the Night in a ſerious Exami- 
nation of the Action he was about to do: He loved 
Dorothea, but there was too great a Diſproportion be- 
tween them in Birth and Fortune, ſor him to think of 
marrying her; not being yet arrived at that Perfection 
of Paſſion, which makes the Perſon poſſeſt of it think 
nothing too mach to facrifice to the darling Object: 
He knew, however, that he ought not to addreſs ber 
on any ſcore but what was honourable, if ſhe were in 
reality ſo wiſe and modeſt as 2 
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it did not become a Man of Honour to attempt the 
Ruin of Innocence. 

Theſe Reflexions held him a long time in ſuſpence, 
but at length, Youth, Inclination, the natural Warmth 
of his Temper, and the Pleaſure of making a new Con- 
queſt, triumphed over all other Conſiderations, and 
his firſt Delicacy yielded to the Reſolution of perform- 
ing, as well as he was able, the Part injoin'd him by 
Lucinda and Cehiana. 

With Thoughts like theſe he quitted his Bed ; but 
an Accident, at that time unſorſeen, ſoon after wrought 
a Change in him. Happening to go to Church that 
Morning, he, ſaw the pious Dorothea ; ſhe was plain- 
ly dreſt, and without any other Ornaments than thoſe 
ſhe had received from Nature ; her Prayer-book was 
in her Hand, on which her Eyes were fiedfaſtly fix- 


ed, her modeſt Wiſhes had but one Object, and ſearch- 


ed not after others, therefore perceived not him, nor 
the Admiration with which he regarded her: He 
carefully obſerved her every Motion, he ſaw her ap- 
proach the holy Altar ; and following her Steps and 
kneeling near her, heard her pray with a Fervour 
free from Aﬀetation, free from any wandring Thoughts, 
and in a manner too edifying not to be fincere. 
This Sight renewed his former Scruples ; he ſelt 
his Reſpet augment with his Love, and never Man 
ſuſtained more cruel Conflicts in his Mind, than did 
Cliander at this moment. Her Devotion ended, he 
followed her at a little Diſtance out of the Church; 
and perceiving ſhe did not go the Way that led to 
Lucinda's, a ſudden Motion of Curioſity made him re- 
ſolve to ſee where ſhe went, and keeping her ſtill 
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in view, ſaw her pluck her Hood over her Face, and 
enter a Houſe whoſe outſide promiſed nothing of Con- 
dition for the Inhabitants. The Door was open, and 
he purſued her into the Paſſage, which was narrow 
and obſcure, and heard her go up ſtairs to the Top 
of the Houſe : He ſtill continued in his Concealment, 
tho he ſtaid long enough to make him impatient ; 
but the returning at laſt, he ſuffered her to paſs by 
him, and the moment ſhe was gone out, went up the 
fame fairs, and coming to the Room, at which he 
imagined ſhe had ſtoped, knocked in his turn ; the 
Door was preſemly opened, and the moſt melancholy 
Spectacle he had ever beheld, now preſented it ſelfto 
his Eyes ; an old Man decrepid with Age and Sickneſs, 
groaning on a heap of ſtraw upon the Floor, 4 young” 
Woman encompaſſed with fix Children half naked, 
and a Maid of abokt thirteen vr fourteen, in the ame 
Condition. He thought at firſt he had miflaken the 
Door, and could not, without Heſitation, demand of 
theſe miſerable People, if it was from them that a 
young and heautiful Lady had juſt gone? 

Alas ! it was an Angel, replied the Woman, letting, 
fall ſome Tears ; I know not by what means ſhe had 
knowledge of our Wretchedneſs, but ſhe came not on- 
ly to conſole us, but to relieve us with ten Piſtoles, 
that I might provide for my Father and my Chil- 
dren, who by a ſtrange Misfortune have loſt all their 
Subſtance. Cleander's Surpriſe redoubled at what he 
heard, and then asked if they knew the Name of 
their BenefaQtreſs ; to which the old Man anſwered 
that they did not, but that ſhe had promiſed to viſit 
them again. 


Struck 
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Struck with the utmoſt Admiration at a Charity (© 
pure and fo extenſive, he would not leave that Place 
without contributing to the Work of Piety ſhe had be- 
gun ; and having taken ten Lenuiz-d"or's out of his 
Purſe, gave it to the old Man, ſaying, She charged 
me to give you this Sum to buy your ſelf a Bed, and 
to clothe your Children ; and with theſe Words went 
out of the Room, not to hear the Thanks and Bleſ- 
ſings of this aſtoniſhed Family. | 


The Virtue of Dorethes now ſhone too clearly in his 
Eyes, to ſuffer him to make a doubt of it as be had done 
before; and he now for the firſt time was perſuaded that 
he could make no Alliance ſo noble or ſo happy as 
with a Perſon of that Character; therefore reſolved 
to neglect nothing for that end, and for a Begianing 
to deceive thoſe Ladies who had engaged him to de- 

In the mean time, the truly amiable Dorothea had 
no ſooner left theſe unhappy People, than ſhe conſide- 
red her Charity had been too limited, that they 
would doubtleſs employ the Money ſhe had given them 
in Eatables, withoat thinking on their other Wants ; ſhe 
therefore went directly to an Upholder, and a StufF-ſhop, 
where ſhe bought a Bed, and very decent Clothing for 
all the Family, and making it be brought with her, 
| returned to their Houſe ; but when ſhe appeared with 
| this Furniture, the poor Woman threw herſelf at her 
| feet, telling her it was too much, and that the ten 
Leæuii d or's ſhe ſent by the Cavalier, was ſufficient 
for all their Neceſhties. 

This Diſcourſe amazed Dorothea, and demanding 


der 


| the Explanation, they told her in what manner C/tnn- 
| | 
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der had given them that Sum, and as he was mag- 
nificently habited, and of too graceful a Perſon not to 
be remarked ; they gave her an exact Deſcription of 
him, but this beautiful Maid having never much re- 
garded any of the Company that came to her Siſter, 
was as much in the dark as before, not being able to 
gueſs who ſhould have made uſe of her Name in ſo 
good a Work, or indeed knew of her being there: 
She afſured them however, that ſhe had no part in 
the Charity of that Cavalier, but. was extremely glad 
to have excited ſo much Piety in their favour ; and 
then having left the Moveables with them, retired 
full of fear that there was ſome Snare laid for her 
under this mask of Charity, which as yet ſhe could act 
comprehend. 

The deep Reflexions ſhe had on this Adventure, made 
her appear more ſerious. than ordinary in the eyes of 
Lucinda and Celiana, with whom ſhe dined; the Cloth 
was ſcarce taken away, when they were told that Cle. 
ander was come to viſit them, on which Dorothea ac- 
cording to her Cuſtom was about to retire, when La- 
cinda, aſſuming an Air of Authority ſaid to her, Stay! 
ſome important Buſineſs obliges me to go to my Clo- 
ſet with Celiazra; I deſue you will keep Clrcander 
Company till we return, and for once ſhew me this 
Complaiſance. 

L am always ready to obey you, replied Dorothea, 
with the molt charming Sweetneſs ; and if my Conver- 
ſation may recompenſe Cliander for the want of yours, 
I ſhalt not refuſe to entertain him. Lacindaanſwered 
theſe Words no otherwiſe than by a Smile fall of Con- 
tempt, and after ſome Excuſes to Cl/rander for being 


obliged 
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obliged to leave him for a moment, and an Intreaty 
to wait till their Return, they both went out of the 
Room. | 

The beautiful Dorothea knew very well that true 
Modeſty had nothing of Fierceneſs in it, and that it 
was the Perſection of Virtue to conceal the Severity 
of it, remained alone with Clhander with as much 
Tranquillity in her Mind, as he had Diſtraction in his: 


He was near a quarter of an Hour without opening 


his Mouth, but regarded her all that time with fo fix- 
ed an Earneſtneſs, that ſhe durſt not caſt her Eyes 
towards him. In fine, this charming Maid not know 
ing to what Cauſe ſhe ſhould impute this Silence, was 
preparing to break it firſt, when having looked more 
fully upon him, ſhe found his Perſon and Habit fo 
exactly conformable to the Picture given her by the 
old Man and poor Woman, that ſhe could not doubt 
if they were the ſame: This Idea made her bluſh in 
ſuch a manner, that Cltander could not but perceive 
it, and taking this occaſion to ſpeak, You are ſo little 


accuſtom' d, Madam, ſaid he, to the Converſation of 
our Sex, that to find your ſelf alone with one of us, 


is a kind of an Offence to your Auſterity ; but if you 
were ſenſible of the perſect regard I have for you, you 
would find no Cauſe to bluſh for the Honour you do 
me. Dorothea having time to examine him more heed- 
fully during this Diſcourſe, was the more cenfirmed 
that he was the Perſon deſcribed to her, who had 
given the ten Lewis-d'or's, and began to conceive a 


very great Eſteem for him ; but not diſcovering that 


ſhe gueſſed at any thing he had done on that ſcore, 
anſwered him readily, that ſhe did not imagine the 
Was 
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was either more wiſe, or more modeſt than other Peo- 
ple ; but if ſhe even had that Opinion, ſhe knew no 
Cauſe there was to be aſhamed of being with him. 

The Beginning of this Converſation preparing her 
for nothing which ſhe ought not to hear, ſhe conti- 
nued it without Conſtraint on all the Subjects which 
Clander ſtarted, and diſcovered ſuch an Infinity of 
Wit and Delicacy, that he was no longer able to re- 
frain his Love and Admiration ; Incomparable Dore- 
thea ! cried he, how happy, how full of Charms are 
all the moments paſſed with you ! and how bleſſed 
ſhould I think my ſelf, if all mine were conſecrated 
to you ! Dorothea, a little ſurpriſed at this Tranſport, 
was going to reply, when Clcander prevented her, 
faying in a low Voice, Interrupt me not yet, I con- 
jure you, Oh moſt divine Derothea ; I have a thou- 
ſand things of Importance to communicate to you —— 
but we may be overheard, and this Moment is pre- 
cious to me, therefore permit me to employ it in tel- 
ling you I adore you, and that with my whole For- 
tune I offer you my Heart and my Faith. 

In the Name of that high Virtue which renders you 
the moſt perſect Perſon upon Earth, I intreat you not 
to diſdain a Man who is ready to ſacrifice himſelf to 
the leaſt of your Delirez——— I have ſtrong Reaſons 
for ſpeaking thus low to you———— I am not in a 
Place where I can inform you as I ought, or as T 
would do, of the great Regard and Reverence you 
have inſpired me with——— Think not, therefore, 
that I am indebted to Chance for this Inſtant of your 
Converſation, but that there are Perſons who have not 
that Reſpe for your Merits which is their due. 
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The beautiful Dorothea was in fo great a Conſter- 

nation at this Diſcourſe, that ſhe ſuffered him to proceed 
without offering to interrupt him ; but having a little 
recovered her (cl, and comprehending by what he (aid, 
thas there was ſome Myſtery concealed in the Order 
Line had given, ſhe thought beſt to anfwer has 
in the ſame Voice in which be had ſpoke: I pe 
tu you, ſaid ſhe, this is an Entertainment which 1 lie. 
tle. expeted to receive ; net that I am one of thoſe 
who canner hear ſuch Declarations without Rage. Tho 
I have net. been at all converſant ia the great World, 
IF amnot ſo ignorand of the Practice, as not to know 
a Maid of my Age is aſten expoſed to theſe forts of 
Galantry : neither did I flatter my felf with being ex- 
emed; therefore ſhall reftify no Diſdain in my Looks, 
nor Indignationr in my Words; ſarisfied with the Tran- 
quillity of my on Mind, ſhall content my ſelf with 
telling you; I am forry for the Error into which you 
have fallen, if you believed ir in your power to 
inſnare me; and yer more ſorry, if you ſpeak fin- 
cerely. 
* In concluding theſe Words, ſhe roſe out of her Chair, 
and without ſhowing the l-aft Alteration in her Coun- 
tenance, made him a Curteſy full of Reſpect, and went 
out of the Room, neither very ſſow, nor too precipitate- 
ly; leaving him ſo ſtruck with Love, Grief, and Aſlo- 
niſttment, that Lucinda and her Friend; who ſbund Do- 
rot hea was departed, ſurpriſed him befbre he was able 
to recover himſelf, 

Theſe two Ladies, who could hear nothing of the 
latter part of their Converſation, tho' they had liſined 
wich all their Attention, demanded of the Cavalier with 

- | — 
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an equal Impatience, what had paſſed ? and why he 
had ſpoke in ſuch a manner as they could underſtand 
nothing of what was faid? Their Queſtions having 
rouſed him from his Meditations, and the difference 
between their Charactem and that of the amiable De- 
rothea making him not endure to look on, them, I 
ſpoke, ſaid he, coldly, in my ordinary Voice, ſhe an- 
ſwered me in the ame Tone, and it is not my Fault if 
our Diſcourſe eſcap'd you. But, continued he, I wou'd 
have you beware how you expoſe me any more to ſuch 
like Adventures ; and having pronounc'd theſe Words, 
quitted them the ſame inſtant. | 
Celiana would have detain'd him, but in vain, and 
in ſpite of her Efforts, and thoſe of Lacinda, he went 
out of the Houſe without any farther Ceremony, 
given him ſome ill Treatment, and that he was a little 
diſguſted with them for obliging him to ſubmit to it; 
however, they only laughed, not in the leaſt 
but that the one had as mach of his Love, and the 
other of his Friendſhip, as ever; but a very ſhort time 
convinced both that they were deceived in this Point. 
Chander made this a Pretence for breaking off his Ac- 
quaintance, and never afterward went cither to the 
Houſe of Celiana nor Lacis da, but was intirely taken 
up with Perſections of Dorothea, and 
in ſeeking occaſions ti ſee her. 

Near eight Days had paſſed over ſince the Declara- 
tion of his Love, in all which time he was never to be 
found but in Churches, Hoſpitals or Priſons, Places 
which Dorothea conſtantly viſited to employ her Cha- 
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rity ; but tho he followed exactly her Steps, and ſhe ſaw 
him where-ever ſhe went, ſhe took ſuch Precautions 
that it was impoſlible to ſpeak to ber. 

boos eee dren Pre gas rom 

not long before ſhe heard in what Places he now paſt 
his Time: The World who attributed to pious Mo- 
tives his Aſpduity among the Sick and Poor, and his 
conſtant Attendance on Divine Service, talked loudly 
in his Praiſe; but Lucinda and the Jealous Miſtreſs 
imputed this Fit of Devotion to another Cauſe, and did 
not fail to ſpread the Rancour of their Cenſure to all 
thoſe of a Diſpoſition to believe them: We are deceived, 
ſaid Crfiana one day to Lucinda: I am betray'd: 
Chander loves your Siſter, he is beloved by her ; and 
'tis to abuſe us they affect thoſe Virtues in publick, which 
in private they are far from praQiſing, The Senti- 
ments of Lucinda were too conformable to thoſe of her 
Friend for her to offer any thing in oppoſition to them, 
and judging dhe innocent /Dorthea by herſelf, the 
confirmed the Suſpicions of Celians by -IaveQtives as 
bitter againſt them both, as if like her ſhe too had loſt 
a Lover. 

But theſe virulent Diſcourſes were not ſufficient to 
re They 
wanted a more complete No leſs wou'd 
ſerve them than to ſurpriſe > Lovers together, 
and expoſe them to publick C and Ridicule. 
The Idea that they ſhould be able ſome time or other 
to obtain this Pleaſure, ſuſpended their Fury that they 
had yet been fo little able to trieafÞh; and they re- 
ſolred to be ſoch conſlant Spies upon their Action, 

| W that 
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that not the moſt minute ſhou'd ſcape their Penetration, 
While they were forming this Deſign, Clander and 
Dorothea purſu d the Trafts they had begun, the one 
in uſing the utmoſt of his Efforts to ſee and ſpeak to 
her; and the other to keep him as much as poſſible 
from both. The latter was moſt ſucceſsful, and the 
paſſionate Lover, perceiving all he could do of himſelf 
was unavailing, reſolved to have recourſe to the Friend- 
ſhip of a Lady, who he knew was greatly prized by 
Dorothea, as well on the account of her great Virtue, 
as the long Acquaintance between them. 

But not being ſufficiently known to preſent lin- 
ſelf beſore her without Permiſſion, he wrote to intreat 
the Favour of ſeeing her in private on an Affair of the 
utmoſt Importance. Alcina, for ſo ſhe was called, 
received the Letter, and as Cleander was of a Birth 
which commanded Reſpect, and ſhe of an Age which 
ſubjected her not to certain Fears, ſhe made no diffi- 
culty of granting him the Audience he deſired ; or- 
dering the Meſſenger to aſſure him he might come that 
inſtant; that he wou'd find her alone, and might take 
all liberty of ſpeaking what he had to ſay. 

He no ſooner received this Anſwer than he went 
immediately to her Houſe, and when the Compliments 
were over on one fide and the other, he changed the 
Converſation, and, without making any long Prelude, 
acquainted her with the Beginning and the Progreſs 
of his Love for Dorothea, and the Reſolution he had 
taken to eſpouſe her;; then conjur'd her to aſſiſt him 
in a Deſign which had nothing in it diſadvantageous 
to the Siſter of Lucinda ; and to prevail with her to 
I 2 give 
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give him Permiſſion to aſſure her of the Purity of his 
Defires. Alcina found ſo much Wiſdom and Honour 
in the Words of Cleander, and his Alliance appear'd 
fo cot fiderable for Dorothea, that ſhe readily promiſed 
to ſerve him to the utmoſt in this Aﬀair, not imagining 
there could be any Obſtacle to a thing which ſhe 
thought was rather to be wiſhed than refuſed. Chan- 
der, perfeftly fatisfy'd with her Behaviour towards 
him, thank'd her in the moſt obliging Terms, and be- 
ſeech'd her to negle nothing that might again forward 
an Union to which all his Happineſs was attach'd. 
'This Lady, who found the Exceſs of his Paſſion by 
his manner of exprefling himſelf, cou'd not forbear 
ſmiling at his reiterated Intreaties ; and having aſ- 
ſured him of her Endeavours, deſired he would truſt 
the Management intirely to her; and hoped in a little 
time ſhe ſhou'd be able to bring him pleaſing News. 
The enamour'd Cleander, tranſported with Joy, took 
his Leave of her for that time, to deliver himſelf to the 
ſweet Ideas with which he now began to flatter him- 
ſelf | 
But his Difficulties were not ſo near an End as he 
ſuppos'd ; Dorothea thought not in the ſame manner 
he did: He imagin'd that Love wou'd make all the 
Happineſs of his Life ; and ſhe, that Heaven alone 
ought to decide her Fate. This beautiful Lady went 
the ſame Day to viſit Alcina; as ſhe had expected her, 
ſhe took care to be alone, that ſhe might entertain her 
without Witneſſes : Alcina, tho' pretty well advanced 
in Years, and a Woman of ſtrict Virtue, was yet of a 
Humour extremely gay, and had in her Converſation 

that 
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that Agreeableneſs which never grows old, nor cloys 
in the Enjoyment. 
| When ſhe had embraced Dorothea, and they had 
taken their Seats, this Lady regarding her with a 
tions of Love without venturing to make even me 
your Confident : Indeed, I know not whether I ought 
to pardon you this want either of Truſt in me, or 
due Conſideration of your Lover ; for, methinks, ſuch 
an one as Clander well deſerves you ſhould ſpeak 
of him. I believe, replied Dorothea, a little ſurpriſed, 
that one has need of Confidents when one would pre- 
ſerve a Lover, or cement an Intrigue ; but it would 
have been very trifling in me to entertain you with 
« thing that was indifferent to me, when I had others 
of more moment to ſpeak upon. 

My dear D>rethea, interrupted Alcina, let us baniſh 
all Prevarication and Conſtraint between us : I be- 
| gan in jeſt, bot I will finiſh in earneſt what I had to 
fay to you on the ſcore of Cleaxder : Then, with- 
out giving her time to reply, ſhe gave her a Detail 
of the Viſit of Cleander, and all be had told her con- 
cerning the Proceedings of Lucinda and Celiana ; and 
finding her ſomewhat ſhocked at ſo ungenerous T reat- 
ment from a Siſter, ſhe reſumed her Diſcoarſe with 
the extreme Paſſion Clcander had for her ; his Inten- 
tions, and the ardent Intreaties he had made that ſhe 
would ſecond him in his honourable Deſigns ; and to 
procure an Interview for him in her Preſence ; and 
concluded with remonſtrating to her the Honour of 
ſuch an Alliance ; addi _ 
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in her to marry, her Beauty being capable of expo- 
ſing her to Cenſure, in ſpite of all her Virtue ; that it 
was ſcarce poſſible for a Maid like her to preſerve her 
Reputation without Blemiſh ; and that fooner or lat- 
er the Houſe of Lucinda would be fatal to her, if ſhe 
did not conſent to quit it honourably by eſpouſing 

Cleander. | 
In fine, ſhe made uſe of all the Arguments ſhe was 
able in favour of Love and the Cavalier, to all which 
the amiable Dorothea liſtned without any other Change 
of Countenance than ſometimes a Bluſh ; and perceiv- 
ing ſhe had done, It muſt be confeſt, ſaid that beau- 
tiful Lady, that very ſurpriſing things have happened 
to me within theſe few Days: Chander, whom I ſcarce 
knew, no ſooner had an Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
me, than he made me a Declaration of Love; and 
my dear Alcina, whom I have regarded ſrom my 
Infancy, and looked on as the Supporter of my In- 
nocence, preſſes me to give a favourable Anſwer to 
this preſumptuous Lover Nothing, ſure, can be 
more extraordinary ! However I muſt make known my 
Reſolutions to Alcina, in order to rid my ſelf of Cu- 
ander ; and will not therefore ſcruple to lay open 
my moſt ſecret Thoughts, I never loved the World, 
continued ſhe, yet have no inclination for a Cleiſter ; 
perſuaded that I might fulfil all the Duties of my 
Religion while left to my own Liberty, as in the 
moſt auſtere Reſtraint: You know the Conduct 1 
have obſerved, and I believe I need not take any pains 
to juſtify it : You know alſo that I had never any in- 
clination for Marriage ; the Converſations we have 
had 
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had together on that Subject have ſufficiently infor 
med you. | 

Not that I have any Contempt or Averſion for the 
ſacred Ceremony, nor any Prejudice againſt Mankind 
in general: I dare believe there are many among 
them worthy the Attachment of the beſt of Women, 
and I am ready to allow Clander of that Number; 
but that way of Life which pleaſes me, is ſo ſtrong 
ly incompatible with the Obligations of a Wife, that 
J can never reſolve to be one. Abſolute Miſtreſs of 
the little Fortune Heaven has given me, I employ it 
without fear, or without ſcruple to relieve the Wants 
of the Poor. What Huiband, how good ſoever he 
may be, will ſee, without murmuring, his Riches ſhe r- 
ed by Strangers? The firit Duty of a Wiſe 
is to pleaſe and obey her Husband ; and to ſolfl 
that I muſt forget my unhappy Fellow-Creatures, put 
a ſlop to my Charities, let the Wretched ſigh in vain, 
and become fo my ſelf by the eternal Conftraint to 
which I ſhould be reduced Or if my Zeal 
and Pity ſhould tranſport me to ſuccour the Afflicted, 
contrary to the Will of my Spouſe, in what continual 
Jars and Diſcontents would my whole Life be paſs'd ! 
No, no, my dear Alcina, it ſhall never be faid that 
for the ſake of acquiring more Riches, I withhold the 
little I poſſeſs from thoſe who ſtand in need of it. 
= Chlander is a Man of Pleaſure : his Quality exaQts 
Pomp and Oſtentation, to which my Humour is ab- 
ſolutely oppoſed ; I have no Ambition; I find my 
ſelf happy as I am ; and if the Houſe of Lacinda 
becomes inconvenient to me, I can chooſe ſome other. 

| I 4 I 
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I have no Love for Cleander, neither do 1 hate him; 
his Merit is not unknown to me; I eſteem him ac- 
cordingly, but cannot marry him, and conjure you to 
perſuade him to give over his Purſuits ; defire him 
from me no more to haunt my Steps, but to leave 
me in Tranquillity, and carry elſewhere thoſe Vows, 
and that Heart which it is not in my Power to 
accept. 

Adieu, my dear Alcina, continued ſhe, rifing from 
her Seat; I ſhall viſit you no more, till you have af- 
ſured me you have done with this Theme ; and that 
I ſhall not need to apprehend hearing the Name of 
Cleander from your Mouth. With theſe Words ſhe 


quitted the Apartment of Alcina ſo precipitately, that 
it was impoſſible for that Lady to detain ber. She 
was extremely conſaſed at the Behaviour of Dorothea, 
and doubted not of the firmneſs of her Reſolution, by 
her manner of expreſſing it: She knew not whether 
ſhe ſhould molt applaud or blame a Moderation fo 
uncommon in her Sex and Age ; but could not for- 
bear pitying Clrander, and trembled to think what 
he mull endure when he ſhould be told the ill Succeſs 
of her Commiſſion, 

He, on the other fide, impatient for the Deciſion 
of his Fate, waited on her the next Day ; and before 
ſhe ſpoke, read part of his Misfortune in her Looks. 
In repeating the Words of Dorothea, ſhe attempted 
net to ſoften the Severity of them ; as believing it 


more friendly to let him know the worſt at once, 


in order that he might uſe his utmoſt Efforts to ba- 
niſh from his Thoughts all unavailing Wiſhes, than 
to 
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to preſerve there a Hope, which, the longer it conti- 
ved, would render the Diſappoinement more grievous 


to be borne at · laſt. But her Narrative had an Ef- 


her Idea in his Soul ; and far from leſſening his Love 
and Eſleem, made him but the more refolute to try 
all means of obtaining her. He ſpared nothing that 
he thought might engage Alcina to ſpeak again in 
his behalf, and to prevail on her to ſuffer him to come 
when Dorothea was at her Houſe ; but that Lady 
refuſed all his Intreaties, and told him that what 
would have been becoming in her to have done, if 
Dorethea had conſented to receive him for her Hus- 
band, would now be indecent, and little agreeable to 
her Character.  Clrander, now deſpairing to gain her 
Intereſt, reſolyed to be under no Obligations but to 
himſelf, for an Interview which he ſo paſſionately de- 
fired ; and for that end bethought him of a Strata- 
gem no leſs bold than it was new, and of which no- 
thing but .the Extremity of his Paſſion could have 
rendered him capable. He knew very well how much 
Dorothea made the Miſeries of other People her own, 
that it was ſufficient to be afflited to become hcr 
Care, and that her Charity was not confined to par- 
ticular Objects, nor the diffuling it to one Hour more 
than another ; and on this he formed a Delign of in- 
troducing himſelf to her under the Diſguiſe of a Perioa 
proper to excite her Puy. He ſent for a poor Wo- 
man, and having given her four Lewwir-d"ors for her 
15 ſuch 
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ſuch proper meaſures to accommodate his Face to 
the reſt of his Appearance, that it was utterly impoſ- 
fible for him to be known ; then went and placed himſelf 
under Dorothea's Window between twelve and one 
at Night, and began to groan in ſo fad and pitiable 
a manner, that the leaſt Charitable might have been 
moved by it. 

The Houſe of Lucinda was diſpoſed in fuch a fa 
ſhion, that one part of it looked into the Street, and 
the other part was at ſome diſtance, and had its Proſpect 
into a great Court-yard ; the Apartments of both ſides 
joining by an Anti-Chamber common to each. Lacin- 
da's Lodgings looked into the Court, and Dorothea 
made choice of the other, as being more convenient 
for her Exerciſes of Piety, having a Door at which 
ſhe could go out and in at any time without being 
ſeen by the Family, and of which ſhe always kept 
the Key: Cleander knew all this, and therefore took 
vp his ſtand where he could not al of frocending in 
his Enterpriſe. 

The beautiful Dorothea, intending to go to bed, 
had diſmiſſed her Chamber-Maid, as ſhe always did, 
that ſhe might perform her Devotions without Wit- 
neſſes; but ſhe was ſcarce on her Knees, before ſhe 
heard the Lamentations of the. counterfeit poor Wo- 
man, on which her Heart was inſtantly full of Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion ; ſhe roſe from the Poſture 
ſhe was in, and opening the Window, beheld a Wo- 
man, as ſhe imagined, lying croſs the Step of the 
Door, with all the Symptoms of a dying Perſon : 
There needed no more to engage the Aſſiſtance of 
| this 


The Triumph of Virtue. 179 
this pious Maid ; ſhe ok a Candle and went ſoſtly 


Place; and taking her under the Arm, ſupported her 
up the ftairs, and conducted her to her Chamber that 
ſhe might give her thoſe Succours of which ſhe ſeem- 
ed to ſtand in ſo much need. It was not very dif- 
ficult for Cleander to continue his Deception in theſe 
Moments; the action he was guilty of, the Innocence 
of Dorothea, and the Charms which in this negli- 
gent Dreſs offered themſelves to his Eyes, had fuch 
an effect upon him, that his Limbs were hardly able 
to ſuſtain his Weight. Dorothea having accuſtomed 
her ſelf to theſe kind of Services, far from ſuſpect- 
ing the true Cauſe of that univerſal trembling ſhe per- 
ceived in the Object of ber Compaſſion, imputed it 
to Poverty and Sickneſs ; and obliging the feigned 
Wretch to fit down, ran to her Cabinet, and brought 
what ſhe thought was moſt proper to fortify the 
Heart, and was preparing to make her go into her 
Bed, on the fide of which ſhe intended to watch by 
her Patient; when Cleander, thinking this a fit time 
to diſcover himſelf, fell at her feet, and in a Tone 
very different from that which had procured him 
this reception ; Ceaſe, Madam, faid he, to render me 
criminal by your excels of Goodneſs intended for ano- 
ther, and employ your Pity in liflning to a Man, 
who without it muſt be a thouſand times more mile- 
cable than any of thoſe you would relieve. 


The 
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T The firſt Words of Clander ſurpriſed Dorothea in 

ſuch a manner, that ſhe remained immoveable in her 
Eaſy-Chair; and he, unwilling to give her time to 
interrupt him, continued in theſe Terms: The Ex- 
ceſs of my Preſumption, faid he, makes me eaſily 
conceive that of your Aſtoniſhment ; but Madam, per- 
mit me to accuſe you of it; if you had not refuſed 
to ſee me at Alina s, I never ſhould have undertak- 
en ſuch an Enterpriſe ; let me alſo aſſure you that if 
you are angry, it is Appearances alone that make 
you ſo. I love you, but I reſpect you alſo ; and if 
I have aſſumed this Boldneſs to conjure you not to 
abandon me to Deſpair by refuſing the Faith I offer 
you ; I pretend not by uniting my ſelf to you to be 
any hindrance to the Exerciſe of thoſe Virtues which 
charm me yet more than your Beauty Yes, 
Madam, it is your Wiſdom, your Modeſty, and your 
Piety for which I adore you; and tis to ſupport, and 
render them yet more illuſtrious, that I would make 
you abſolute Miſtreſs of all the Fortune I poſſeſs — 
Think then, that in refuſing what I offer, you deprive 
a thouſand unhappy Wretches of the help you might 
afford them ; that you diminiſh your Charity, and 
make an ill uſe of the Graces you have received from 
Heaven, to diſdain the means I would put into your 
Power And in fine, Madam, purſued he, 
there would be ſome Cruelty in reducing to the great- 
eſt of Misfortunes a Man, who by his Love, Re- 
ſpect, and Purity of Intentions, is far from meriting 
It. 


Here 
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Here he ceaſed to ſpeak, and the wiſe Dorothea, 
whoſe Thoughts were divided between Gratitude and 
Indignation, was ſecking for Terms proper to expreſs both 
the one and the other, when ſhe ſaw Lucinda and 
to paſs the Night with Lacinda ; and as they were 
continually on the Watch to find out ſomething in the 
Actions of Dorothea, which they might repreſent as 
criminal, and were not without ſuſpicion that ſhe gave 


private Admittance to Clrander, fince they could no 
way diſcover ſhe ever ſpoke to him in publick ; they 
| heard her go down flairs and open the Door, and 
coming round the Houſe by a private Paſlage got near 
enough to know the Voice of Clender in the latter 


nocent Dorethea appear guilty of Hypocriſy in the 
eyes of the World : Each of them immediately ſnatch- 
ed by a Maſter-Key which Lucinda 
Anti-Chamber, which, as I have 


viour ; having Halt their Eyes on the pretended poor 
Woman, with the utmoſt ſpite, they ſer up 'a great 
Cry, which preſently brought all the Domeſticks into 
the Room, before whom theſe two enraged Ladies uttered 
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defamed, would have got between theſe Furies and 
Clander, in order to oblige him to quit the Cham- 
ber without being known ; but inſtead of taking that Op- 
portunity, he plucked oft his tattered Clothes, under 
which he was habited in his ordinary manner ; and 
throwing them at their Feet, Well, ſaid he, in a 
Voice full of Indignation ; it is Cliander, who under 
that Diſguiſe has found acceſs to the admirable Do- 
rothca, in hope to prevail on her to quit a Place fo 
little worthy of her : And you, continued he, with a 
manner yet more diſdainful than before, who are not 
capable of imitating her Virtues, bluſh at leaſt to ſee 
the Reſpect they exact from thoſe who know how 
to diſtinguiſh a Diamond from a Pebble. Madam, 
purſued he, addrefling himſelf to Dorothea, flatter not 
your ſelf with a belief that this Adventure will be 
concealed ; it will be diffaſed with the Beams of the 
Sun cannot therefore think of leaving you 
in the Power of your Enemies ; and once more take 
the liberty of intreating you will give that Concluſion 
to this Aﬀair, which the Malice of theſe Ladies has 
rendered no leſs neceſſary for your Glory, than for 
my Repoſe. | 
I am too much confuſed at what I have ſeen and 
heard, replied Dorothea, to be able to reſolve on any 
thing You have greatly offended me, yet you 
endeavour to do me Honour; my Diſpleaſure and 
my Gratitude are equal I know not which 


will have the moſt Influence over me. Retire, nor aug- 
ment, by your Preſence, the Diſorder of my Thoughts. 


Leave to my Innocence the Care of its own Vindica- 
tion, 
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tion, and give me time to take ſuch Reſolutions as 
may render me worthy of your Eſteem. In finiſh- 
ing theſe Words, ſhe went into her Cloſet where ſhe 
ſhut herſelf in, leaving Lucinda and Celiana confound- 
ed at her Moderation. As for Clander, he quitted the 
Chamber without ſo much 'as honouring them with a 
Look, and tho it was an Hour paſt Midnight went 
to the Houſe of Alcina, whom he cauſed to be imme- 
diately awoke. This Lady judging it muſt be ſome- 
thing of great Importance that had brought him at that 
Hour, ordered he ſhould come in, and Clander hav- 
ing informed her of all that had paſſed, intreated 
ſhe would go to Lucinda, and make her ſenſible of the 
Injury ſhe had done her Siſter, and uſe her Endea- 
vours to determine the irreſolute Dorothea in his Favour, 

Altina blamed him exceedingly for having expoſed 
that beautiful Lady to the Malice of her Enemies ; but 
he ſo well knew how to excuſe what he had done by the 
Violence of his Paſſion, that in the End he won her to 
his Intereſts, and not willing to delay her Endeavours 
for reſtoring Peace in the Houſe where her dear Dore» 
thea was, ſhe commanded her Coach to be prepared 
while ſhe dreſſed herſelf with all imaginable Expedi- 
tion. Then defiring C/rander to wait her return, the 
went to Lucinda, whom ſhe found in a high Quarrel 
with Celiana. This laſt, diſtracted to behold the re- 

Love of Chander for Dorothea, and the Con- 
tempt with which he had treated herſelf, vented all her 
Rage on Lucinda, reproached her as the ſole Cauſe of 
the Change of her Lover, and did not ſcruple to tell 
her, that ſhe believed ſhe had contrived this Plot in 

- concert 
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concert with him on purpoſe to affront her, and magni- 
fy the Virtue of her Siſter. 

Lucinda picqued at the Injuſtice of her Suſpicion, re- 
ply d to it in very haughty Terms, and in her turn up- 
braided her Jealouſy and Spite, which to oblige, ſaid 
ſhe, I conſented to give all this Vexation to Dorothea 
in whom to ſpeak truth, I ſee nothing but Innocence. 
Alcina entered in this Moment of their Debate, and as 
ſhe was a Woman reſpected by every Body they con- 
ſlrained themſelves on ſeeing her appear. But ſhe ſoon 
gave them to underſtand, that the Motive of their Diſ- 
pute was alſo that of her coming at ſo extraordinary 
an Hour, and beginning under the Pretence of mode- 
rating the Diſpleaſure ſhe obſerved in both, proſecuted 
her Diſcourſe as a Perſon whoſe Age and Rank intitled 
her to the Liberty of making Remonſtrances. Lucin- 
da, who already repented what ſhe had done, liſten'd 
to her with Submiſſion ; but Celiana of a more fierce 
and reſolute Nature, and alſo more touched with the 
Behaviour of Claander whom ſhe had loved with Paſ- 
fon, could ill endure any mention of his Name, or 
that of Dorothea, and took her Leave, proteſting ſhe 
never more would come into that Houſe. Lucinda 
made no Efforts to detain her, and the virtuous Alina 
ſo well reduced her Temper, that ſhe conſeſi d all her 
Faults, and begg'd ſhe would excuſe her to Dorothea, 
and contribute all ſhe could to render her ſenſible of the 
Honour of an Alliance with Cleander. 

When Alina perceived ſhe was fixed in theſe Sen- 
timents, ſhe embraced her, and defired, ſhe would ac- 
company her to the Apartment of Dorothea ; ſhe cor. 

| ſented 
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ſented readily, and they found that beautifol Maid fill 
fitting in her Chair, the Agitations of her Mind not 
permitting her to fſeck any Repoſe ; ſhe was at firſt a 
little ſurpriſed to ſee Alcina at that Hour, and Lacieds 
with an Air far different from that ſhe had two Hours 
before. Lacindas advanced haſtily to her, and taking 
her in her Arms, my dear Dorothea, ſaid ſhe, render 
yet more conſpicuous that Virtue, which gave us ſo 
much Jealouſy, in being able to forget the Faults I have 
with this Action, anſwered it but with the moſt en- 
dearing Careſſes, and her Eyes all bathed in Tears tef- 
tified a generous Soul is leſs ſenſible of Afﬀronts than 
Advantage of this tender Moment, Amiable Dore 
thea, cry'd ſhe, fince you know how to pardon with 
ſo good a grace, grant us that of the noble, the wor- 
thy and the enamoured Cleander, and repair all the 
Seb 
city. 
5 e 
the one and the other preſſed her in ſuch a manner, 
that this charming Maid who had been ſtruggling with 
the Reaſons ſhe had to render him happy, and thoſe 
Which hinder'd her from doing ſo, without being able 
to determine which of the two ought to recede to the 
other, declared at laſt in his Favour, and juſtly believed 
that it would be oppoſing the Will of Heaven to refuſe 
a Good offered to her in ſo extraordinary a manner, 
Alcina charmed with her Succeſs, ſent the ſame Mo- 


ment for Chander, not ö 


f 
| 
| 
' 
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till ſhe had ſeen the Tye between them confirmed beyond 
the Power of change of Sentiment to break. He came, 
and tis eaſy to jadge of the Exceſs of his Joy by all 
that his Love had made him do: he was obliged how- 
ever to ſet bounds to his Tranſports ; the Modeſty of 
Dorothea and his Reſpect for her not permitting him 
to give them full Liberty. 

It was concluded among them, that the Ceremony 
of their Marriage ſhould be delay'd no longer than for 
the neceſſary Preparations, which Clrander took care to 
haſten in ſuch ſort that it was celebrated in leſs than a 
Week ; and he was peaceably poſſeſs'd of the beautiful 
and virtuous Dorothea, to whoſe Piety he fo perfefily 
conformed, that their Houſe was always the Aſylum, 
and their Riches the Portion of the Poor and Wretched, 
who ſoon loſt that Appellation when known to this in- 
comparable Pair. Lacinda touched with fo beautiful an 
Example endeavoured to imitate it, and ſeconded all 
they did with the utmoſt Zeal and Sincerity. Nor did 
Heaven with regardleſs Eyes behold the Piety of theſe 
three Perſons, it was attended by a long Series of 
Proſperity and Honour, while Coliana giving a Looſe 
to the Irregularities of her Mind, found herſelf plunged 
in all the Calamities of Fortane, and by the cruel Ex- 
tremities ſhe endured, contributed in ſpite of her to the 
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GENE RO US Cons AIR. 


NOVEL VI. 


EW People are ignorant that it is a Cuſ- 
8 IS 12 among the Cee to bring up their 
mb Children from their very early Years in 
ERIE the Art of Navigation, and that the 
moſt illuſtrious Families are under the 
n to render them- 
ſelves uſeful to the Republic, as ſoon as they are able 
to bear Arms ; and it is to this Policy that they were 
indebted for the Doria's, the Grima/di's, and many o- 
ther great Admirals whoſe Names and Actions will ne- 

ver be forgot. 
The celebrated Marat, who was born at Genoa in 
the Year 1604, had doubtleſs imitated thoſe Heroes in 
favour 
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favour of his Country, if by one of thoſe turns of Fate 
which diſappoint all the Efforts of human Prudence 
de had not been ſeparated for ever from his Religion 
(and the Republick. His Family was noble and allied 
to the moſt illufiricus Houſes in all Genoa; who, al 
moſt as ſoon as he could ſpeak gave him Maſters who 
might render him capable of one Day putting in 
Practice, the Theory of all uſeful Sciences and Accom- 
pliſhments. His Inclination, and great Genius ſo well | 
aſſiſted the Intentions of his Father, that at the Age of 
Eleven he looked upon him as fit to make an Advan- 
tage of the Leſſons he had received, and placed tim 
with one of his Brothers, who was Captain of a Ship, 
that he might be early accuſtomed to all the Toils and 
Dangers of a Sea-farcing Life. The young Morat 
—odey't with the fame! Readineſs the Orders. of his Un- 
gle; as he had done thoſe of his Maſters; and a little 
time after the Senate having commanded this Captain 
to prepare his Veſſel to go to Conflantinople, he ob- 
mined by his Intereſt a Lieutenant: Commiſſion for 
his Nephew, believing this Honour would double his 
Emulation, and add new Courage to his young Heart, 
already bold beyond his Age: They left Genoa after 
having received the neceſſary Inſtructions, and arrived 
at the Port without any Accident ; during this Voyage 
Morat teſtified ſuch an unwearied Application to the 
Inſtructions of the Pilot and the Mates, and ſo care- 
ful an Obſervance of all Variations of the Compaſa, 
and whatever regarded Sailing. that his Uncle and all 
| the Officers judged he would be the moſt skilful Man 
| of his Time. 
| However, 
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However, the Captain having Orders at his quitting 
Conflantineple to cruize on the Coaſts of Barkary, 
where the Corſair: infeſted all thoſe of tal, went 
with that deſign ; but Taxis, Ahier, and Tripely being 
informed of it, ſent Ships from their ſeveral Ports, un- 
der the Command of the Admiral Mahomer Thuf, whom 
they charged nov to return without having made the 
Genoeſe their Prize. - 

As the Turk; and [tal/ians had the fame Intention 
they were not long before they met ; but the latter per- 
ceiving their Number, thought it meſt Prudence to a- 
void them, the Wind favouring that Purpoſe. But M- 
homer being determined not to loſe them, purſued them 
the whole Day and great part of the Night, the Genoe/e 
Veſſel being lighter, and alſo having the Advantage of morg 
able Sailors, kept out of reach, till to their great Mis- 
fortune the Wind changed, and by Break of Day they 
ſaw themſelves encompaſſed by eight ſtout Corfairs. 
The Genoeſe, notwithſtanding the Superiority of their 
Enemies, knowing themſelves well equipp'd, well 
mann'd, and that there were on Board ſeveral young 
Noblemen, who had taken this Occaſion of ſeeing the 
famous City of Confantinople, reſolved to undertake 
the Combat; and the Captain who was ſenſible of 
their Valour, was the firſt to prompt and encourage 
them to it. Morat was not yet twelve Years old, but 
manifeſted a Courage not inferior to the moſt expe- 
rienced and boldeſt among them. 

In fine, the Corſair: attacked the Genoeſe vigorouſly, 
and they defended themſelves ſo well, that in a ſhort 
time two Ships of Barbary loſt all their Sails, and one 


of Trish was ſunk : This Beginning making Mabe- 
met judge that the Cannon would not decide it in his 
favour, reſolved to attempt to board the Genoe/ſe ; they 
had the Art to avoid him ſeveral times, but the Grap- 
ling-Irons of the Admiral at laſt ſucceeded : The Turks 
with their Cimeters in their Hands jumped immediately 
on Deck, and the Chriftians defended themſelves as 
Men who were reſolved to overcome or die: The 
young Morat performed Actions which equally aſlo- 
niſhed his own People and the Corſairi, who in ſpite 
of the Heat of the Combat remarked with Admira- 
tion ſuch Courage4in ſuch Youth, and ſo beautiful a 
Form : The Captain, however, and all the Officers be- 
ing killed, he was obliged to yield himſelf, and Mabo- 
met Tſouf, was little leſs pleaſed to have him in his 
Power than all the reſt of his Prize which he conduct- 
ed in Triumph to Tuzi:r. 

They were no ſooner arrived than Mahomet making 
Report of the prodigious Courage of this lovely Youth 
to Solyman the Bey or King of Tunis, than he com- 
manded he ſhould be brought before him ; and no 
ſooner caſt his Eyes upon him, than he became 
charmed with the Graces of his Perſon ; and being 
willing to make Experiment how far his Wit correſ- 
ponded with the Expectations his Countenance excit- 
ed, asked him his Name, his Quality, and if it would 
be a Misfortune to remain with him in Tunis ? 

To which Queſtions, this amiable Child without 
being daunted at the Royal Preſence and the magnifi- 
cence of every thing he ſaw, reply d with a Fierceneſs 
mixed with a becoming Reſpect; my Name, ſaid he, 
is 
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is Morat : my Birth is inferior to few in my Coun- 
try ; but ſhould eſteem it as my greateſt Glory to ſerve 
you, if it were not in the Condition of a Slave; for 1 
think the Hands defigned to bear Arms, ought rather 
to yield to have themſelves cut off than ſubmit to be 
charged with Fetters. 

This Anſwer intirely won the Heart of Semen, he 
took him in his Arms, and tenderly embracing him, 
you ſhall never be a Slave with me, he cry'd, but re- 
ceive the ſame Treatment I would give to my own 
Son. Theſe Words made the Eyes of Marat ſparkle 
with a Joy, which gave a vaſt Addition to his Charms: 
The Careſſes of a Monarch were ſo flattering to his 
youthful Pride, that from that Moment he began to 
behave as if he were in reality the Perſon, like whom 
the Sultan had promiſed he ſhould be conſidered ; and 
this giving him an Air of Majeſty and Freedom, ftill 
more augmented his Perfections, and. the Love of Se- 
man in Proportion ; and determined to give him all 
imaginable Proofs of it, he put him under the Care of 
an old Sicilian Renegado, named Males, who by his 
great Wiſdom and Underſtanding in all uſeful Arts and 
Sciences was highly in his Favour and Confidence. 
He gave him the Title of Governor to Morat, and 
ordered him to ſtudy his Genius, and improve in him 
that to which he found him moſt inclined. 

Maley was not long before he diſcovered that Glory 
was the ſole Principle of Morat, and Inſpirer of all 
his Actions, and that the Beginnings of his Education 
| had ſtrengthen' d ſo well this natural Propenſity in him, 
' that he wiſhed for nothing but Occaſions to make 
known 
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known his Courage: He would often ask Mal, if 
the Sultan would not ſome time or other give him an 
Employment wherein he might ſignalize himſelf, and 
teſtify the Reſpet and Gratitude he had for all the 
Bounties of that Monarch, by fighting againſt all his 
Enemies, who now he looked upon as his own. Theſe 
and ſuch like Expreſſions obliged the Renegado to tell 
Solyman, that he believed Mahomet TIſouf had never 
done him greater Service than in bringing him this 
Slave, if by any means they could oblige him to fol- 
low the Law of their Prophet. 

The Friendſhip of the King of Tunis increaſing 
every Day for Morat, he reſolved to take the Counſel 
Muley had given him, and to prepare that young Slave 
for what he defired, there were no forts of Pleaſures 
and Amuſements which he did not allow him at thoſe 
Hours which were not taken up with the Care of his 
Education ; and behaved to him with ſo much Tender- 
neſs, that there was but one Perſon in the World he 
ſeemed to take more Pleaſure in: This was a Daughter 
ſome Months younger than Morat, but ſo great a Beau- 
ty, that it effaced all others of the Seraglio : The fond 
Father would paſs whole Hours together in the Wo- 
men's Apartment, merely to obſerve the little Actions 
of the admirable Turguia, for that was the Name of 
this young Princeſs. 

Morat happening ſometimes to go to make his Court 
to the King, in thoſe Moments which he had deftined 
his Daughter, was always told that he was in the 
Apartment of the Ladies, and that he could not ſee 
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youthful Fancy at theſe Words; and being one Day 
walking with him in the Gardens of the Seraglio, af- 
ter ſeveral Reparties gay and entertaining, which very 
much diverted Sohman, Morat gave a Sigh, and turn- 
ing his Face to the Palace, ſtood ftill ; My Lord, faid 
he, being permitted to be near thy Majeſly, nothing 
ought to be wanting to my Happineſs Thou 
haſt heaped Honours and Benefits upon me; and my 
Heart ſwells with Love, Gratitude, and Reſpect for 
Thee Vet does an over curious Deſire keep me 
from enjoying the full meaſure of my Felicity — that 
Palace contains a thouſand Things which I have never 
ſeen, and which 1 paſſionatly long to fee ; = my 
Impatience is the more ardent as I know they fre- 
quently engroſs thy Hours; for when I come to pay 
thee Homage at thoſe times when thou art here, it is 
not permitted me to follow thee, Ah, my Lord! con- 
tinued he, with the moſt charming and beſeeching Air, 
if thou loveſt me, conceal not from me what is ſo wor- 
thy of thy Attention. 

Solyman could not reſtrain his Laughter at this DiC- 
courſe, and willing to prolong it, reply'd, that it was 
impoſſible to ſatisfy him, that the part of the Palace he 
mentioned was the Apartment of his Wives, on whom 
no other muſt caſt their Eyes on Pain of Death : That 
only Slaves deſtined for that Purpoſe were permitted to 
attend them, and therefore as he would not be uſed like 
one of thoſe, all Acceſs to him was forbid: But, my 
Lord! reſumed Morat a little perplexed, will not my 
Age allow me a Privilege denied to others? and as thou 
art King, is it not in thy Power to grant me this Favour? 

Vo I. I. K Yes, 
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Yes, anſwered Sofyman, but tis fo particular a Grace 
that to obtain it, thou muſt promiſe to obey without 
the firſt Command Aly mall deliver to 
thee from me. Ah, my Lord! cryd rar, haftily, 
ſcribe to whatever thy Will is to ordain I am al- 
ways proud to follow thy Injunctions; and if thou 
doft not deprive me of the Bleſſing of thy Friendſhip, 
there is nothing in the World could diſpenſe with my 
Obedience. Tis what T with to find in thee, reply d 
the King, and on this Promiſe will give an uncommon 
Proof of the Tenderneſs I have for thee: Thy Youth, 
continued he, embracing him, will render thee little 
ſenſible of the Beauty of my Sultaneſſes ; therefore 
thou ſhalt net ſee them; bat in their Place 1 will bring 
thee acquainted with one of thy own Age, and who 
infinitely excels them all. With theſe Words, he or- 
dered the attending Mutes to open the Gates of thaſe 
Gardens which belonged to the Princeſs his Daughter, 
and made Morar emer with him, imagining the Inter- 
ſomething in it very entertaining. They had not 
ted above a Minate in a Walk of Oranges, before 
Sultan made the accuſtomed Sign to the Eunuchs 
his Daughter to deſcend. 

His Orders were immediately executed, the Gover- 
nettes of Turquia condufted her down the ſpacious 
Steps which led to the Gardens, and Morar faw all the 
Men that inſtant diſappear; Soſyman and himſelf alone 
| remained, and the young Pripceſs magnificently ha- 

bited, all corered with Diamonds and other precious 


The Generous Corſair. 197 
Swrones, advanced vailed toward the King her Father, 
and drawing nearer to him was about to diſcover her 
Face, when ſeeing Morar with him, the flopp'd as 
waiting for his Orders: Sehn gueſſing at the Per- 
plexity ſhe was in, approached her with the young 
Geneeſe, and having bade her take off her Vail, ſhe 
obeyed, and ſhewed to the admiring Eyes of Morat al 
that Nature had ever formed of perfe&t Beauty. 
He was ſeized with ſuch Aſtoniſhment, and his Heart 
fo ſlrongly penetrated, that without knowing what he 
did, he threw himſelf on his Knees before her, and re- 
her in that Poſture, as if he had been in Con- 
templation of ſome Divinity. Seh mas ſpoke not a 
Word, but applauded within himſelf the EffeQs that 
this Beauty produced even on Infancy. Targuia leſs 
ſurpriſed at the Adoration which Morat ſeemed to pay 
her, than at the Charms of his Perſon, examined him 
with as much Care as he looked on her with Earneft- 
neſs; and it appeared as if theſe two admirable Chil- 
dren, knowing they ſhould not always have this Satiſ- 
ſaction, were refglved to take Advantage of this Mo- 
ment to engrave a Picture ip their Hearts which ſhould 
never be eraſed. | 
When Sohman had for ſome time pleaſed himfelf 
with beholding this dumb Entertainment: Well, M- 
rat, faid he, what thinkeſt thou of the Treaſures ſhnt 
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my Son ? Morat was about to reply to theſe Words 
| when the beautiful Turguia prevented him: Ah, my 
Lord ! ſaid ſhe, he is too charming to be put among 
the Number of Slaves —— I love him better than if he 
were my Brother. So/yman could not forbear laughing 
at this Fear of the young Princeſs, who ſecing nothing 
but Negroes and deformed Slaves about her, imagined 
that Morat muſt be rendered as ugly as they were, if 
he were once to belong to her. He asked them many 
Queſtions afterwards, to which both the one and the 
other anſwered with a world of Vivacity and Spirit. 
The Sultan very much delighted with this Converſa- 
tion, and far from ſuſpecting the Conſequence that at- 
tended it, continued it for a conſiderable time ; but the 
Governeſſes of the Princeſs more penetrating than he, 
by their Skill in amorous Intrigues, judged by the Diſ- 
courſes and all the Actions of theſe amiable Children, 
that the Sultan had kindled a Fire which he would find 
it very difficult to extinguiſh. They communicated no- 
thing to him however of their Conjectures: They were 
pleaſed with Morat, and the Fate of Turguia, which 
they thought would one Day diſpoſe her to a Barba- 
rian, appeared not enough worthy of her, for them to 
attempt to divide her from an Object more agreeable : 
Theſe Sentiments, which they diſcovered to one ano- 
ther, made them intreat the Sultan to permit the 
lovely Children to ſee each other fometimes, under 
| pretence of diverting the Princeſs : He conſented to it, 
and ſet apart one Day every Week for their meeting 
in the ſame manner they now had done; but Moret, 
ſaid he, turning towards him, remember the Conditions 
on which I granted thy Requeſt. | 

Speak 


The Generous Corſair. 197 

Speak then, my Lord, cry'd he, in a kind of tranſ- 
port, Command, I am impatient to obey, nothing can 
render me ſufficiently worthy of the Honour you have 
now done me. Solyman embraced him, and reply'd, 
that when it was a fit Time Mu/ty ſhould acquaint him 
with his Orders. After this, he made the Princeſs re; 
tire, and he returned to his Palace with his Slave. But 
this Separation was not made without both the one and 
the other teſtifying a Grief which would have been 
unlimited, but for the hope juſt now given them of 
mecting again in a ſhort time. 

Solyman willing to take the Advantage of the inno- 
cent Snare of his Daughter's Beauty, to gain over the 
young Genoeſe to his Deſires, told Mulcy bis Defign, 
and ordered him to negle& nothing that might ſix his 
Attachment to Tarquia. I would have you, ſaid he, 
talk of her to him continually, commend her Beauty, 
expatiate upon every Charm, remonſtrate the Hagpi- 
neſs it would be to live always with her, and even go 
ſo far as to give him hope of every thing he is capable 
of wiſhing ; till you find him diſpoſed enough to come 
into the Meaſures I deſire. The old Renegade liſten'd 
to this Diſcourſe without Interruption, but was too much 
expericnced not to foreſee the Danger of ſuch a Stra- 
tagem, and perceiving he had concluded what he had 
to ſay, anſwered him with Freedom: The Princeſs, 
ſaid he, is a Miracle of Nature, Morat is as much the 
Wonder of his Sex: it is impoſſible that two ſuch per- 
ſect Creatures can ſee each other without loving ——- 
Love conceived in Infancy grows up with Age, and 
perhaps we ſhall not be able to put a Stop to its 

| K 3 Force, 
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Force, when we no lenger would wiſh the Conci- 


The Surety langhed at this Prodiftion of ths 
Confident, and reiterated his former Commands, a- 
ſuring him, that as ſoon as the Genoe/e had embraced 
the Law of Mahbemetr, he would find too much Ems 
ployment for his Courage to leave any time for his 
young Heart to think on Love. Muy perceiving he 
was not to be changed, promiſed to obey with all Ex» 
afinefs, and from that Moment ſet himſelf to execute 
the Will of his Maſter, 2 to his 
own Opinion. 

Marat and the young Sultaneſs continued feeing 
each other regularly on the Days appointed by Sep 
man, and theſe frequent Interviews made them. ſo well 
know what it was they valued, that Love intirely ſub- 
dued their Hearts before they even were ſenſibla what 
the Name of their Conqueror imply'd They 
loved, and confeſſed they loved a thouſand times in 3 
Day, in a thouſand different faſhions, without knowing 
that they either did fo, or confeſſed it. 

But as their Reaſon grew more ſtrong, their Reflexi- 
ons alſo grew more clear, and they began by linle and 
little to perceive that they had intirely loſt their Liber 
ty before they knew what it was to enjoy it; and had 
zelinquiſhed all to Love without any Eforts on his fide, 
ſtruggling on theirs. They ſaw alſo that it 


was now too late for them to reſiſt the ſaſt Impulſe —” 
they were not ignorant of the Dangers which oppoſed 
the Proſecution of their Wiſhes, and the almoſt Impoſ- 
Gbility of ever attaining them, but had no Power of 

moderating 
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moderating them. Jn fine, this Amchment which 
afterwards for making a Proſelyte of became one 
of the greateſt and moſt conftang. Paſſions that ever 
was. 

Muley who perceived the leeres with which 
Mora: waited for the times of ſeeiag Turgria believed 
he was now in a fit Diſpoſition to be told what it was 
the Sultan demanded of him. On a- Day therefore- 
deſtined for one of theſe Iaterviews, he made him . 
ter wich him into his Cabinet, and there acquained 
him that he muſt not expe 10 ſes the Princeſs an- 
more, unleſs he had embraced the fame Religion; be 
being now arrived at that Age in which all Ci 
are forbid under Pain of Death to have any Cooverſa- 
tion with the ri Ladies but, cine he, feoing, 
him fall inco the mot profound Sadack there is no- 
thing that hinders you from cryoying the ms Fa- ar. 
if you become a Mahoweren. The Sukan who lives 
you, and conſiders you are now of aw Age not wo be 
brought op in Luxury and Effeminacy, will neglect no- 
thing to render your Character conſpicuous in the 
World, if you conſent to this Change n as I have 
informed him yon are impetient' to Ggnalize yourſelf, 
he will give you Occaſions to do io, in inveſting vo in 
the moſt conſiderable Employments ;: and you will al- 
ways find- in him the Teadernels of 4 Father, and the 
Bountics of a Ring- | 
What Effect might not ſuch flattering Promiſes worle 
on a Heart ſo young, ſo ambitious,. and ſo amorous &3 
that of Mora! / W 
Ex 4 
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of every thing that might ſatisfy his Love cf Turguia, 
and his Thirſt of Glory: The Kindneſs of Sehman had 
baniſhed from his Mind all Remembrance of his Coun- 
try and Kindred ; and the artful Renegade had taken 
ſo much care to eſtrange them from his Thoughts by 
various Amuſements mingled with his Studies, that he 
had almoſt forgot every Precept of Chriftianity : He 
therefore no ſooner heard that there was no more re- 
quired of him than to change his Faith, to repay the 
Obligations he had to the Sultan, to continue in his 
Favour, to enjoy the Converſation of Turquia, and to 
have the means of gaining Fame, than his Soul felt a 
Pleaſure which diffuſed itſelf all over his Face; and 
embracing Maley, he conjured him to aſſure the Sul- 
tan, that he placed all his Happineſs in living and 
dying in the manner he would have him. This News 
was too agreeable not to be carry'd to Selman without 
delay. Mulry went that Moment, and informed him 
of it, and that Prince charmed to have ſecured a Per- 
ſon who was already become dear to the whole Court, 
teltified his Satisfaction by a magnificent Feaſt which 
he ordered after the Ceremony of the Renunciation of 
this young Apoſtate, and occaſioned no leſs Congratu- 
| lations to be made to him on this ſcore than if he had 
been his own Son. | 
Nor did the Marks of his Kindneſs ſtop here, he 
loaded him with Preſents, gave him a Palace, ordered 
his Houſhold, made him be honoured next himſelf, 
and to afford him an Opportunity of manifeſting h; 
Courage, as well as to turn his Thoughts from Tur- 
quia, he ſent him with the Son of Mu/ey, 9 
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then made Admiral, and was going out with his Fleet, 
The Deſire of Glory ſtifled for ſome Moments the ſe- 
cret Fire with which he burn'd for the young Sulta- 
neſs ; but when he found they muſt be parted, and that 
when next he ſaw her it would be for the laſt time, 
his Trouble, and his Fears of loſing her for ever, 
made him know that Love was the ſtrongeſt of all Paſ- 
fions. 

The charming Turguia, tho ſomewhat younger, ha- 
ving been educated among the Women of the Seraglio, 
whoſe whole Study is the Art to pleaſe, and who are 
continually employ'd in the Management of Love-Afairs; 
had long been ſenfible that it was more than a childiſh 
Fondneſs ſhe had borne to Morat ; ſhe no ſooner heard 
that he was become a Mahometan than ſhe both felt. 
and teſtified a Joy beyond Expreſſion ; and thinking 
him in all Things worthy of the Sentiments ſhe had for 
him, ſhe no longer in ſpeaking of him to thoſe who 
were her Confdents, called the Tenderneſs ſhe had for 
him by any other Name then that it ought to have. 
The Knowledge, however, of the Paſſion that poſſeſſed 
her, gave ſome Alarm to her Modeſty, and made her 
en her guard to conceal it from the Object, and keep 
it an inviolable Secret from her Father, This laſt Reſo- 
lution it was eafy for her to follow, but the firſt ſhe was 
unable to hold in the preſence of Morat; and when 
he came to take his laſt Farewel, ſhe had not ſo 
much Command over her Grief, as to prevent the Ex- 
ceſ of it from diſcovering the other Paſſion which had 
occaſioned it. 


K 5 Her 
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Her young Lover was not in a flate leſs cruel, and 
Love giving both an Eloquence far above their Years, 
they expreſſed themſelves in ſo tender and touching a 
manner, that the Women of Furguia who were preſent 
could not forbear anſwering them in Tears. Beautiful 
Turguia, ſaid Morat, I believed that in embracing the 
Religion of Mahemer I ſhould. obtain a Heaven upon 
Earth ia the Liberty of approaching you ; but all L 
have learned ſince has been to know that I cannot 
without a Crime offer you my Vows, and that more a 
Slave than ever, it is forbidden me to-raiſe my Thoughts, 
10 the only Object worthy of employing them 
Þ fee very well.that it was only to my Ybuth. thoſe Fa- 
wours were permitted, which muſt be withheld from me 
all'the reſt of my Life — I devoted my whole Soul. 
& you from tlie firſt Moment I beheld yy I. 
alored you' before I knew it myſelf, and I feel that I 
Aall'adoreyou to my Grave—— Yet, I no more muſt 
ne du You will forger the unfortunate Morat ; 
and all the hope that remains for me is to die ſo glo- 
riouſly, chat you ſhall be obliged to give ſome Tears. 
at the Account of my Deceaſe. Live, Marat, cry d 
thee Princeſs, all diſblved' in Grief and Tendernefs, 
your Days art precious to me, and I ſwear never to 
forger thoſe which Have preſented you to my Eyes. The 
paſſionate Mat reply'd to theſe endearing Words, with 
others which redoubled the Horrors of parting in them 
both and it is uncertain how far this melancholy En- 
tertainment might have extended, if the Sultan had not 
appeared at tlie farther End of the Garden, and by his 
Preſence put a ſtop to it. ; 


This 


This Prince came with a Carioky of foeing the Se- 
quel of theſe juvenile Converſations ; bus they now no . 
longer merited that Title, and our young Lovers, in- 
firucted by their Paſſion, behaved not as Childret be- 
fore Sahne: They well knew bow ea is was 
to diſſemble on this Occaſion, and dileevered o Policy 
no leſs ſingular thaw furpriimg in Peas of their Ago— . 
The Princeſs baniſhed at once all the Sadneſ from ler 
Countenance which ſo lately had overſpraad ity and af- 
ſuming an Air all gay and ſprightly, preſence hen 
before her Father, aud congratulated bim on the Con 
verſion of Moras z and the = afbetting the highedd: 
Sat fatioa, gave him Thanks for all his Bountics, aod 
afſured him, it hould be the whole: Boine of his Lib 
w toltify the Graticude he had h them. 

The San who loved him almodt ax mach as his 
Daughty, received this Compliment with Pheaſure, 1 
gave him a chouland Marks of his Tendernels : Go, 
ſaid he, my dear Morat; go, and make it appedr 
(hoſe who have- declared themſelves our Nee, tac. 
your Courage is nothing abated ameny Y — N. 
Years 2 which you are now trrived ougit nets by 
bes in Idleneſs and Efe is time for yourd m 
eie of thoſe great Gifts you Have received; from Na- 
ture —— Glory muſt henceforth he your only Octopa- 
Gon, and be aflured h Priendffip of e dun gs: 
ver fail you. 

Princeſf's Women t0 ſuſſer her no more to appear be- 
wre the Eyes of any Man, made a-Sign to het to re- 


Wwe; and at the ſane dum (en Mira” avay. The - 
amiable. 
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amiable Turqzie plucked her Vail over ber Face, leſs 
to obſerve the Cuſtom than to conceal the Tea?s, which 
in that dreadful Moment burſt in ſpite of her from 
her Eyes ; and the amorous Genoeſe ſtood in need of 
all the Artifice and Diſſimulation natural to his Coun- 
try, to conceal from the Sultan what it was he felt in 
being thus divided from all his Soul held precious. 
But when he was caſed of this Conſtraint, and at Li- 
berty in his own Palace to give a Vent to his Diſquiets ; 
whoever had ſeen him in the firſt Emotions of them, 
would have been ſurpriſed that Life could ſuſtain ſuch 
violent and repeated Shocks : Theſe Agonies were ſuc- 
ceeded by ſo viſible a Melancholy that Mulry was 
alarmed at it; he preſſed him a long time to diſcover 
the Cauſe, without being able to get any thing from 
him, but at length the cunning Sicilian knew fo well 
how to manage the Aſcendant he had gained over his 
Mind, that Morat had no longer the Power to preſerve 
his Secret. | 
The Renegade was leſs ſurpriſed than terrified : he 
had expected this Conſequence from the frequent Sight 
of Turgaia ; but the Danger of Morat, if the Sultan 
ſhould have any Knowledge of his Love, made him 
tremble, and the Trouble which this Thought involved 
him in, prevented him from giving any Anſwer to what 
the Genoe/e had ſaid, What, cry'd he, alarm'd at his 
Behaviour, and looking earneſtly on him, am I de- 
ceived in my Confidence, and is Mule capable of be- 
traying me ? Theſe Words rouzing the Sicilian from 
the deep Contemplation he had been in. I ſwear, re- 
Ply'd be, mn nn 
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eaſy for me to give my ſelf Death with my on Hands 
than be guilty of doing any thing which might ha- 
zard thy Life even for a moment ; I have ſpent ſome 
part of mine in my Cares for thee, and I foreſee ſuch 
great things for thee, that I regard thee with no leſs 
Reſpect than Tenderneſs, young as thou art. 

Thy Love aſtoniſhes me not, but thy Danger af: 
frights me Conceal thy Paſſion, if thou canſt 
not extinguiſh it Go in purſuit of Glory, 
render thy ſelf neceſſary to the Sultan, and depend 
upon my Zeal and my Fidelity. Maly pronounced 
theſe Words with an Ardor which teſtify'd the Sin- 
cerity of them: Morat thanked him, and finding a 
ſweet Conſolation in having a Friend to whom he 
might tay open all his Heart with Safety, made no 
ſcruple of diſcovering to him his moſt ſecret Thoughts: 
But, Maley, continued he, believe not that the violent 
Paſſion with which I burn for the admirable Turquia, 
has extinguiſhed in me the deſire of Fame ; on the 
contrary, Love ſupports and invigorates my Ardency, 
that I may do ſomething worthy of the Title of her 
Lover; and if a ſudden Death does not put a Stop 
to my Hopes, I dare promiſe thee that the Image of 
my dear Princeſs ever preſent to my Mind, will 
more animate my Courage, than all the Grandeurs 
with which I am flattered by her Father. This Re- 
folution was extremely ſatis factory to the faithſul Mu- 
try 1 and it was in ſuch kind of Converſations that 
they paſt away the time till his Departure, which, was 
fixed for a ſew days after. 


The 
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The Admiral accompanied by Mora, now hoiſted. 
Sail, and in the Courſe of three Expeditions they made 
together, the latter gave proofs of a Valour and Pru- 
denee fo rarely. to be found at the Age of fixteen, 
that Fame every where reſounded his Name, as that 
ef a Man conſummate inthe Arts both of War and 
Navigation; but that which made him yet more 
worthy of Admiration, were the Qualities of his Mind, 
which he manifeſted on many Occaſions: He was 
generous, affable, humane, compaſſionate, fincere, and 
an inviclable Obſerver of his Word ; and theſe were 
the Virwes which made laſting that Eſleem, the 
Graces of his Perſon, and. his Bravery, at firſt inſpi- 
ved in all who- ſaw him. 

Perſe&tions io truly valuable and do rarely to be found, 
among, the" Barbavians, might well render him very 
dear to them), and . particularly to the Sultan, who. 
of Importance without having firſt conſuked him ; but 
| all the Glory wich which he was now covered was not 
he was chiefly indebted for his Laurels, and Increaſe 
| of Years had but added to his Flame; how cruel then 
did: it em to him, that the Sight of that beautiful: 
CE PE Ton 
for his Services. 

- Bug whatever — pruned fond in-fhete- 
e chis occaſion, they all were anſwered by the lovely 
Objet-of his Wishes; ſhe loved no leſs than ſhe was- 


beloved; and when the Report of his illuſtrioas Actions 
reached ber Ears, the liſtned to it with a Pleaſure mi- 
& < @ f ed 


ed-with the moſt poignant Grief, that all Inqercourſe - 
was ſorbalden to her with a Man ſhe thought too wor- 
thy act to de allowed ſome Privilege above others.” 
A thouſand times in a day ſhe curt the Policy of 
hindring ths Ladies of. the Seraglio from converling” 


Aorat were leis conſpicuous, becauſe he would then be 
looked. on as a els dangerous Obye, and conſequent- 
ly her Father might ſafer him to fee: her as he had. 
been accultomcd. 

Thus boch languiſhed. for ſume time” in Defiras. 
which, neither of them could! hope by any men to 
accompliſh: Bub as there is nothing impoſſible to Lo. 
they were not long before they found. out Seratagemy 
by which they. mutually conveyed: their Sentimenty w/. 
each. other ;. the one by the Adiftance of. Muay, and}. 
the other by chat ob two Conkdents in the Seraglio.. 
This indeed. was ſufficient to have contented Perſons. 
who aimed at no moe than. & fimple Galancry, buys 
not for Hearts animated wah a Paſſion  fo- ſolid: and! 
ſo violent as was theirs :. Morat could no longer bounds. 
his Wiſhes in ſo narrow a CompaG ; he muſt either 
ceaſe to live, or. again- enjoy the Pleaſure of beliold- 
ing the Object whom. more than Life he loved » and 
as he now concealed. nothing from Mey, he te ſliſed 
bating,. and repreſenting, to him- the Dangers of ſucks. 
an Enterpriſe, the Sicilias at length conſented- to hie 
earneſt Intreatics, and ſeriouſly. ſet himſclf about con- 


He 
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He had a black Eunuch, who by his extreme De- 
formity had the Privilege of going every where, and 
was an intimate Friend of the chief of thoſe who at- 
| tended in the Seraglio of Sehne; as his Fidelity had 
on ſeveral occaſions been experienced by Maly, he ad. 
dreſſed himſelf to him on Morats Affair, and ordered 
him to ſpeak to the two Confidents of Turguia, and 
conſult with them on meaſures the moſt ſafe for the 
procuring a Meeting between the Lovers. 

Aan, for ſo the Eunuch was called, rejoiced at re: 
ceiving a Commiſſion which aſſured him of the De- 
pendence his Maſter had on his [ntegrity, and at the 
ſame time introduced him to the notice of Morat ; 
and promiſed he would neglect nothing that might 
contribute to the ſucceſs and ſecurity of what he de- 
fired of him. In purſuance of his Words he went that 
moment to the chief of the Eunuchs, and asked his 
Permiſſion to ſpeak to Fatyna, the eldeſt of the Prin- 
ceſſes Governeſſes, in order to ſhew her a Diamond 
which he told him he had bought of a Few, and 
which he wanted her Intereſt to recommend to Tar- 
guia. 

The Chief of the Eunuchs apprehending no Dan- 
ger in doing him this Favour, readily introduced him 
to the Apartment of the Princeſs, and having made 
Fama be called, retired and left them together. 4/- 
| ſan ſo well diſcharged the Orders given him, that Fa- 
tyma, having pauſed ſome time to conſider of a proper 
Expedient, told him that within two days ſhe would 
let him know where Mora? might have the Opportu- 


nity he defired ; and then diſmiſſed him, fearing too 
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long a Converſation might cauſe Suſpicion. fas in 
going out thanked his Friend, and faid he hoped he. 
ſhould be able to ſell his Jewel, for the Governeſa 
of Tarquia had promiſed to give him an Anſwer wich- 
in two Days. | 
This little Time appeared an Age tothe amorous Me- 
rat ; and it wanted but very little of being expired with- 
out hearing any News of Fatma, when the Chief of 
the Eunuchs ſent for Aſan, who running immediately 
to him, the Slave of the Seraglio no ſooner ſaw him, 
than, after their ordinary Compliments ; I am forry, 
ſaid he, that thou didſi not acquaint me with thy tre- 
al Deſign in ſpeaking to Fatyma ; thou ſhouldſt not 
have waited ſo long. That Governeſs has infoemed. 
me thy Buſineſs was to obtain ſomething of the Prin- 
ceſe in favour of Male ; but as ſhe durſ not ask any 
thing of the Sultan ber Father, without being fit 
informed of the Nature of it, ſhe would ſpeak to thy 
Maſter herſelf; and no Man being admitted into the 
Seraglio without my leave, the Princeſs has deſired 
me to ſuffer Male to enter this Night. I did not, 
continued he, think it proper to refuſe to Turguia a 
thing of ſo little Conſequence. Muly is of an Age 
Which gives me no room to fear, and it is in his 
Power to do me ſuch ſervices that I am glad of an 
Opportunity of being uſeful to him: Therefore, my 
dear A ſas, do you conduct him hither after the third 
Prayer ; I will take care that no body ſhall be in the 
way : You know all the Turnings of the Seraglio, 
ſo may come without Light for fear of Accidents, and 
I will receive you at the firſt Door of the Princels's 

Apartment, 
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Apartment ; but above all thingy let me cantion you” 
0 keep 2 profound Silence both in going and coming 
2 | 

Ai liſtned attentively to this Diſcourſe , and con- 
prehending the Princeſs's Deſign, made fome Excuſes 
to his Friend for his prevended Sacret f and retur- 
ned immediately with this News to Maly and Mr. 
Tue former could not reſtrain his Laughter to think 
under what 6gtire lber was to apyear before. the 
Princeſs; bis great Age and Infirmities not being eaſy 
to be imitated by one of the moſt handfom. Mer in- 
fie World, and not yet eighteen: Bor Love- is ingeni- 
o, and the paſſionate Morat would. gladly have tur- 
ned himſelf into any, Shape, to. have the Happineſs 
of ſeelng his dear Tirgaie. The appointed Hour was 
ao ſooger arrived, than he called” fav w conduct 
him to the, Seraglid; the Slave obty'd; wil the chief 


ä 


The Generous Cor ſair. 214 
„Then Morat quitting his aſſumed Weakneſs, appear- 


el with all his to the Eyes of Fama whoin- 
troduced him to the Cabinet of Tria. A great 
e e —  —— 


the blaze of Jewels which ſparkcled over all Ber Habit. 
She would have roſe to receive him ; but Joy and 


Fear deprived her of the Power ; and the tender Lover 
taking advantage of her Confuſion, threw himſelf at her 


feet, and embraced her knees, not able as yet any 
etherwiſe to expreſs the different Emotions of his Heart 3 
but his Eyes ſufficiently ſpoke for him! ; and thoſe 
of the beautiful Turgaia perſectly underſtanding their 
Meaning, anſwered with no leſs Eloquence. Theſe Lo- 
vers who had not ſeen each other in two Years, found 


the Original of what they. loved, fo far farpaſiing. 


thoſe Idea their Memories had preſerved, that they were; 


When. their firſt — wore td thr over as to per, . 


mit the Liberty of Speech, how happy am I. cried: 
Morat, not ww be hated by che adorable Targuia / 
How glorious is wy Fate, interropted the Princeſs, to- 
poles the Meare of the valiant Moras / But alas! re- 
famed. he, the greater che Bleſfing, the more | fear to 


loſe ii 'Fhc incomparable Daughter of S. 
cannot de deſtined, for the Slave Mat; and the Mo- 
ment which gives nn to the Arms of another muſt be 
that of my Death, Diſturb not, faid ſhe, thoſ@ we 
now enjoy by fuck. dreadfal Ideas; the * 


the lovely Pri nceſs fitting on a Sofa, more fin- 
wagon benno” Gs by ber native Charms, chan by 


, 
—— — 
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Sah mas is not an eaſy Conqueſt ——— The Haughtineſs 
of the Sultan will not ſuffer him to make an ordi- 
nary Choice for me, and mine will never think any 
worthy of me but the illuſtrious Morat. Let us love 
then, continued ſhe, looking tenderly on him, let us 
give each other all the Teſtimonies of our reciprocal 
Eſteem that Honour and Opportunity will permit, and 
leave the reſt to Fortune. Morat inchanted with this 
Reſolution of Turgaia, made known his Gratitude by 
a thouſand new invented Oaths of an inviolable Fide- 


how worthy they were of one ano- 
ta their Paſſion, without dimi- 


had, accompanied with more Prudence and Virtue. 
As they feared to give any Cauſe of Suſpicion to 
the Eunuch, this Interview laſted not fo long as they 
could have wiſhed ; but the Princeſs's Women having 
remonſtrated to them that they muſt ſeparate, if they 
hoped to meet ' without danger another time, they 
were obliged to conſent : Sighs, Fears, and mutual 
Vows of everlaſting Paſſion employed their Farewels, 
as if they had been certain of never ſecing each other 
more, tho' at the ſame time they were taking mea” 
ſares to enjoy that Satisfaction in a few Days. Their 
taking leave employed little leſs time than all the Con- 
verſation they had before ; and Morat not yielding 


to the Inſtances of Turguia's Women, that Princeſs 
with 
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with an unwilling Voice conjured him to retire; on 
which he did, conducted by Fatyma to the Eunachs, 
who waited for him, and helped him to quit the Se- 
raglio in the ſame manner he had entered. Morat 
then, having aſſumed the feeble Walk and ſlooping 


pace of Maly, for the better blinding the Eyes of the 


Eunuch, put a Parſe full of Gold into his Hand as he 
paſſed by him; the Weight of which produced ſuch 
an Effet on the avaritious Soul of this Man, that he 
would not have. ſorepled w. have tht kim fron alike 
Sultaneſles, if he had deſired it. 
The true Mualry was all this time in an extreme 
Inquietude ; the Peril to which Murat was expoſed, 


made him begin to wiſh he had never conſented to 


this Enterpriſe, juſt in the moment that he ſaw him 
arrive : His Preſence now diſſipated all his Fears; and 
the amorous Genoe/ſe made him a Recital of the En- 
tertainment he had received from the beautiful Tur- 
guia, in a manner as could leave him no room to 
doubt of the Violence and Conſtancy of his Aſſection 
for her. He afterwards made A/an a Preſent of a 
- Purſe of Gold, no leſs heavy than that he had giv- 
en to the Chief of the Eunuchs ; nor did he content 
himſelf with theſe weak Marks of his Generoſity. ) 


he even carried it ſo far as to obtain of the Sultan 


a very conſiderable Employment for him about his 
own Perſon ; but while he made others happy, and 
Solyman bleſs'd the day in which he came to unit, 
he alone in ſecret lamented, and languiſhed under a 
Conſtraint as painful as it was difficult. He could not 
be eaſy without ſeeing the admirable Tarquia every 

moment 
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moment in the day ; he would have preferred the 
"Title of her Husband to all the Grandeurs of the 
Earth ; yet knew that neither the one nor the other 
of theſe Defires could ever be accompliſked without 
4 Miracle. 

Theſe Thoughts threw him into Inquietudes which 
were viſible to thoſe that were far from gueſſing at 
the Cauſe : Gehm, whoſe Friendſhip permitted him 
not to be "indifferent to the leaſt Motions of Morat, 
perceived his Melancholy even in ks Beginnings, and 
| imagining that Ambition was the Motive, and that he 
had not yet ſufficient to ſatisfy that Paſſion, gave him the 
Command of a Veſſel which he bad ordered to be equipped 
jn an extraordinary manner, and was intended only for 
the moſt conſiderable Expeditions: Morar was not 
inſenſible of this Honour ; he knew all the Value of 
it, and his Heart was too eager after Glory, not to 
embrace with Joy all Occaſions of purſuing it. But 
notwithſtanding this noble Ardency, Turguia reigned 
0 powerfully in his Soul, that he could taſle but im- 
perfectly all the Favours the Sultan beſtowed on him: 
He imagined continually, that in his Abſence the Prin- 
ceſs would be given to ſome other, and if he eſcaped 
Death in Battle, he ſhould find it in Tunis at his Ar- 
rival, in that fatal News. 

Muley, who the Agonies of Love, tho' he had 
a dum Hee from ttm, and 8% how mduftrious 
Morat was to afflict himſelf on this ſcore, made uſe 
of his utmoſt Efforts for his Conſolation : Think not, 
Maid be, that the Sultan will be fo cafily prevailed up- 
a 40 give his Davy her to a Gubjet: His notural 

Haughtineſs 


— 
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has always made him diſdain this Cuſtom 
as unworthy of his Rank ; and 1 have heard him 
fay a hundred times, that he would chooſe ſhe ſhould 
be ſhut up for her whole Liſe in the Seraglio, rather 
than fee her married to a Slave : "Tis was, this Res 
ſolution ſeems no leſs cruel to you than others ; bat, 

Abra, you are pollcit of Virtues that diſtingaifh you 
from the reſt of Mankind: Sohmas focms pleaſed 
with Empire, chiefly as it gives him Power 9 cate 
as poſſible, the Eſteem he has for you and who Knows 
but that very Averſion he has to give Tarn to 2 
Subject, may in the end prove favourable to you ; ſince 
being fill free, your Services, your Merits, her Love, 
the Sukan's Friendſhip, may altogether weigh down 
the Scale of Pride ; and he at laſt be brought 40 be- 
flow her upon ſuch a Subject as Morer. Thou flatte- 
reſt me, my dear Muley, I know thou doſt, replied the 
Genoefe but the Deception is too pleaſing to be 16+ 
pulſed ; my Heart takes part with thee, and feems t6 
promiſe all thou ſayſt. 

It was in this manner that Mar paſſad all che mo+ 
ments he was out of the preſence of the Sukan-: Ac laſt, the 
time appointed for his Departure arrived, and in ſpus 
all that Muly or himielf could contrive, there was 
found no means of ſceing the P riacels the Chief of 
the Eunuchs bappening +0 fall fick, and the Perſon 
who officiated in his Place, vas one in whom {fan 
| thought it pot proper to confide: He was therefors 
wbliged to embark without this Sawfaftion, and went 
| out 
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out of the Port of Tunis wich a Heart ſo deeply over- 
_ whelmed in Grief, as might have rendered an ordinary 
Man little capable of purſuing the Enterpriſe he was to 
undertake :; but Morat could at once entertain the Vio- 
lence of two Paſſions, and as powerful as was that of 
his Love, it never made that of his Glory recede ; and this 
laſt ſoon ſurniſhed him with an Occaſion of diſſipat· 
ing all Emotions but ſuch as were conducive to it 
He had no ſooner paſs'd the Straits of Gibraltar, 
than he met in the Mouth of the River Tagss, a 
Portugueſe Veſſel, coming from the Bay of A// Sainte, 
the Cargo of which amounted to three Millions. .- 
rat attacked it, and after three Hours Combat hav- 
ing rendered himſelf Maſter, he manned her, and 
ſent her to Tunis ; reſolving to continue in that Place 
or thereabout, to wait ſome new Occaſion of ſignalia- 
ing himſelf. Fortune, who always ſeemed proud to 
oblige him, ſoon preſented him with one ; it was a 
Spanjſh Vellel from the Port of Oren, and bound for 
Cadiz. Morat purſued and attacked her with ſuch 
Violence, that he - boarded her in a ſhort time ; but 
the Spaniard: defended themſelves with a Valour 
which aſtoniſhed the Barbarians, and would have 
made them quit their Prize, if that of Mora? had 
not re-animated them. 'This young and galant Cor- 
fair obliging them to ſecond his Actions, and encou- 
raging them by the Hope of Viftory : He was the 
firſt that leaped with his Scimitar in his Hand upon 
the Spanih Deck: the braveſt of his People imme- 
diately followed bis Example and it was in this terrible 
| moment, 


ve 
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moment that Morat gave the moſt illuſtrious Proofs of 
his Valour and Intrepidity the Spaniard: having lot 
many of their Men, and the Survivors almoſt all 
wounded, were at laſt compelled to yield. Morat was 
no ſooner Maſter of their Veſſel than he forbad all far- 
ther Slaughter, and was willing to ſee every thing, and 
give Orders himſelf throughout ; he went into the great 
Cabin where his Eyes were ſaluted with an Object, 
which ſoon gave him an Opportunity of diſcovering as 
much Clemency and Generoſity as he had done Brave- 
ry and Reſolutien. 

This was a young Lady of a moſt ſurpriſing Beauty, 
who in the middle of two wounded Men ran fome- 
times to one and ſometimes to the other, which ever 
ſhe was with, ſtill keeping her Eyes on him ſhe had 
left, as tho' both had an equal ſhare in her Attention, 
und ſhe thought ſhe did a wrong in quitting either. Her 
beautiful Hands were dyed in Crimſon, in endeavouring 
to ſlop the Blood that in great abundance iſſued from 
their Wounds ; her Eyes dropp'd Tears as faft, and fear 
and Grief poſſeſs d her every Feature. Morat was 
touched with the moſt lively Compaſſion at this Sight ; 
he ſtopp'd, and was about to conſole the afflicted 
Fair, when ſhe perceived him; and tho' he was in a 
State to excite only Terror, having his Cimeter in lis 
Hand, and his Clothes all covered with Blood, his 
"graceful Mien, and the £weetneſs which this Object had 
called into his Eyes, removed all Dread from the beau- 
-tiful S rd, who looking on him with an Air capa- 
dle of touching the moſt inſenſible, Thy Valour, faid 
te, is too iMuſtrious' to be the Portion. of 4 mean 48d 


x You. I. L cual 
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..cruel Soul; and the Commiſeration which I read in 
thy Eyes aſſures me, that I need only have Recourſe to 
our Conqueror to take from the Arms of Death my 
Brother and my Lover, who for want of neceſſary Help 
are almoſt expiring. With theſe Words ſhe pointed to 
the two young Cavaliers, who lay extended and ſpeech- 
leſs at her Feet. There needed no more to make the 
generous Morat impatient for their Preſervation ; he 
ſent immediately for his Surgeons, and commanded 
them to attend the wounded Perſons with the ſame 
Care as they would do on himſelf. Then, while the 
friſt Dreſſings were applying, having made the Lady go 
into his own Ship, he aſſured her that ſhe had not been 
deceived in her Opinion of him, and that to prove his 
Reſpect, the need only fay to what Place ſhe deſired 
40 go, and he would conduct her himſelf, 

The beautiful Spaniard intirely reaſſured by thee 
obliging Words, reply'd in theſe Terms, it is fo little 
common, {aid ſhe, to find ſuch Corfairs as you, that I 
mould look on what has happen'd no other than as a 
Dream, if the Misfortune of two Perſons ſo very dear 
to me did not convince me it were a Truth. Nor can 
any who ſee you, doubt the Truth of what you ſay. 
1 am alſo farther convinced that when you know who 
comprehend to excite your Compaſſion, My Father, 
continued ſhe, is Governour of Oran, and of all the 
Places in Mica which are under the Obedience of the 
King of Spain : We are of the ancient and illoftrious 
Houſe of Medina Sydonia. My Father having promiſed 
me in Marriags to the Son of the Duke dr Rag 
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a Grandee of Spain, my Brother and he embarked in 
that unfortunate Veſſel to conduct me to Cadiz, where 
our Nuptials were to be celebrated in the preſence of 
the Duke and my Mother, who always paſſes one part 
of the Year in that City, the Air of Oras not agreeing 
with her Conſtitution. Judge then, added ſhe, moſt 
generous Conqueror, what muſt be her Grief, and that 
of our Fathers, when they ſhall know that inſtead of 
Hymencal Joys, Pomp, Feſtivals and Pleaſures, we have 
nothing before our Eyes but Slavery and Death. 
Tears and Sighs concluded the Diicourſe of this beau- 
_ tiful Captive; but Morat would not long permit the 
Courſe of them: No Madam, anſwered he, my Hands 
ſhall never diſunite Perſons whole Names are fo re- 
ſpectſul. I know alſo too well, added he with a Sigh, 
what thoſe who love endure even in a Moment's Ab- 
ſence, to divide you from him whom you think worthy 
to be your Husband ; and if his Wounds do not put a 
fatal Obſtacle, you ſoon ſhall be in a Condition to ful- 
fil your Vows ; as he ceaſed to ſpeak, one came to in- 
form him that the two young wounded Perſons had re- 
covered their Senſes with their Speech ; that the Hurts 
they had received were not mortal, nor even dangerous, 
and that the fole Loſs of their Blood had rendered 
them in that Condition ; but that Repoſe having a lit- 
tle recſtabliſhed them, they inquired with the utmoſt 
Earneſtneſs for the Lady they had with them; and I 
believe, my Lord, continued the Turk, who had made 
this Recital, if thou wouldft preſerve their Lives, thou 
muſt reſolve to ſhew her to them. Come then, Madam, 
<ry'd Merat haſtily, giving his Hand to the fair Sh. 
L 2 niard, 
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* 


df it. He was too much beloved and feared 
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+ niard, let us make them ſee that Morat is a Cor/aty 
only in the Name. With theſe Words he conducted 
her into the conquered Veſſel, and having led her to 
-the Cabin where they were, made her enter alone, fear- 
ing his Preſence might increaſe the AMiRtion of the 


But the Lady having informed them of the Genero- 
ſity of their Conqueror, they ſent immediately to in- 
treat the Honour of a Viſit from him, fince they were 
not in a Condition to wait on him with Thanks for all 
nis Goodneſs. Morat received this Compliment as a 
Man who had nothing in him of the Fierceneſs of 
"thoſe whom he commanded, and went to them that 
Moment. If the Recital of the Corfair's Behaviour had 
ſurpriſed the Spaniards, his Perſon filled them with yet 
more Aſtoniſhment : his Youth, his Beauty, his Shape, 
eaſy and majeſtick, his Air, martial and ſweet together, 
and a thouſand Graces which accompany'd his every 
Action, and are of that nature as cannot be deſcribed, 
gave them an Eſteem equal to their Admiration. They 
teſtify'd it by all the ways their Weakneſs would per- 
mit, and Morat anſwered their Civilities by all ima- 
ginable Marks of Conſideration, This Interview how- 
ever laſted not long, becauſe too mach Converſation 
might be of Piudice to the wounded Perſons ; and 
the generous Cor /air having quitted them, told the Span; 
Pilot that he might purſue his Voyage to Cadiz with- 
out Near; then gave Orders to his own People to hoiſt 
Sail for Tunit, not permitting them to commit the leaſt 
Diſorder in the Spani& Veſſel, or take any thing out 
not to be 


obey'd ; 


The Generous Corſair. 4. 
obey d: they quitted their late Enemies as Friends, and« 
he returned to Barbary more pleaſed with this laſt 
Action than the Conqueſt of the Portugueſe Ship, 
tho the Prize amounted to more than three Mil- 
lions. 

"Tis eaſy to conceive the Amazement of the Sa- 
mardi when they were informed of the Departure and 
Generolity of their Conqueror, perceiving he had not 
left them in this manner, but to avoid giving them the 
Trouble of Acknowledgments. This Action made ſo 
much Noiſe in the Chriſtian World, and augmented 
in ſuch ſort the Reputation of Morat, that he was never. 
mentioned but as the moſt extraordinary Man then liv- 
ing. In the mean time he arrived at Tunis, where the 
Sultan impatiently expected him to give new Proofs of 
his Efleem ; three Millions was a Prize too conſiderable 
ſor him not to afford the nobleſt Welcome to the Per- 
ſan who gained it. He was received in the Port by a 
Diſcharge of the whole Artillery, and on his landing, 
conducted in Triumph to the Palace of So Nor 
was this Prince contented with all the publick Marks 
of Honour paid him; he gave him the moſt tender Ca- 
reſſes, called him a hundred times his Son, and com- 
manded he ſhould be treated as ſuch. 

Morat received theſe Favours with his accuſtomed - 
Modeſty, and gave the Sultan an exact Account of his 
Adventure with the Span; Ship, and what he had 
done with it. So/yman had a Soul truly magnanimous, 
and this Aion of his Favourite ſo much charmed him, 
that he praiſcd it to all the great Men of his Court ; 
but how great was his Surpriſe when the next Day. 
| L 3 Muliy 


| 
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Muly came to him, and having faluted him in the 
manner in which the Eaſtern Monarchs are always ad- 
dreſſed ; Moſt invincible ! ſaid he, I come from thy 
faithſul Slave and Subject, Morat. He has cauſed the 
Ranſom of the two Spani/ Lords, and the Lady, with 
all that he might have made a Prize of in that Veſſel 
to be calculated, and has ſent thee the full Value: It 
not being juſt, he ſays, that his Maſter ſhould be a Loſer 
by his Compaſſion. With theſe Words the Sicilian laid 
the Gold at the Feet of Sohman. 

The Sultan ſpoke not till he had given himſelf ſome 
time for Conſideration, and then demanded of Muli, 
by what means Morat had amaſſed ſo much Treaſure 
as to be able to refund that Sum ? It is, anſwered Ma- 
ley, the Effet of thy Bounty: all that is here, he has 
received from thee, of which he chooſes to deprive 
himſelf, rather than fail in what is owing to thee; 
and by this Act of Fidelity and Generofity, the illuſtri- 
ous Morat is now the fame as the firſt Moment he be- 
held thy Face, Then certainly, cry'd the Sultan, Mo- 
rat believes me leſs generous than himſelf, and does not 
know I love him for his Virtues. —— Then com- 
manded the Sicilian to tell him what he faid, and to 
bring him to the Palace, where he no ſooner entered 
than Sohman redoubled his Careſſes, and after tenderly 
reproaching him for the Opinion he had of him ; far, 


continued he, from depriving thee of thy Riches, I 


will augment them by making thee Caid of the Moun- 
tain of Chizera : Go take Poſſeſſion of thy new Charge, 
it cannot be in Hands more faithful, or more dear to 
me. | | 


Morat 
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Morat would have thrown himſelf at hi- Feet, but 
he would not ſuffer it, and told him it was his Pleaſure © 
he ſhould live with him as his Friend. The Caid of 
the Mountain of Chizera near Tuxi: is one of the moſt 
conkderable Poſts in that State, and never given but to- 
thoſe whoſe Integrity is without blemiſh, and as a Re- 
ward of the moit fignal Services ; therefore Morat re- 
ceived it as the utmoſt Favour, and acquitted himſelf 
with ſo much Honour that the Turk: carried their Love 
and Eſteem of him almoſt to Adoration; but in the 
midſt of this high Fortune he was ſtill unhappy : The 
more he was elevated, the more he wiſhed to partake it 
with the Odzect of his Paſſion : the beautiful Targuis - 
was no leſs tender than himſelf, and cheriſhed his AF- 
ſection by all the proofs in her Power to give him af 
her own ; and this mutual Paſſion inſpiring their Inren- 
tions with new means every Day either to ſee each 
other, or write, there paſſed nothing in the Heart of 
Morat to which Twrquia was a Stranger, nor in that 
of Targzia but what Morat was equally acquainted * 
with. But the Charge of Caid obliging Morat to re- 
ſide ſome time at Chizera, the Courſe of this charming 
Commerce was interrupted ; this Interval however ſerved 
only more to prove their Conſtancy : they loved with 
the ſame Ardor when at diſtance, as when near, and 
never could the ſoft Paſſion boaſt of more faithful or 
more illuſtrious Slaves. 

But Solyman not able to live without the Preſence of 
Morat, made him be ſoon recalled, and that he might 
be always near him, conferred on him the Title of his 
Lieutenant by Land and Sea: he had not been long 

 L4 invelled 
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inveſted with this new Dignity, than he had an Oppor. 
tunity of ſhewing how worthy he was of it; an Io 


ſurrection happened in Taxis, and ſome great Officers 


both by Land and Sea being concerned in it, the Riſing 
was contrived fo as to begin on both Elements at once: 
But Morat, General of the Gallies, and Lieutenant to 
the Sultan, made the Rebels tremble by his Valour and 
his Juſtice : he tamed the one, and ſubjected the others, 


und all thoſe who dare refuſe the Yoke felt the Force 


of his Arm, and the Greatneſs of his Courage : how- 
ever, in the midſt of Blood and Slaughter he-had the 
Secret to make known his Clemency, in prefering the 
Olive-Branch of Peace in pardoning the Guilty, to all 
the Laurels with which a bloody Victory would crown 
his Head. 

The Turks who looked on him with Admiration, con- 
ſefs'd that the Safety of Tunis was owing to him alone: 
and he had now rendered Sohman fo many Services, 
that there was little difference made between the Sultan 
and the General. All was done by his Counſels, no- 
thing decided without his Approbation ; and his Or- 
ders executed with the ſame Exactneſs and Reſpect as 
thoſe of Sc/yman. But after having given ſome time to 
Glory, the paſſionate Morat now thought that Love 
muſt have its turn : It was not enough for him that he 
had rendered himſelf worthy of all the Tendernefs of 
Turquia, by a thouſand famous Actions ; he mult alſo 
lay his Laurels at her Feet, and let her know how great 
a ſhare her dcar Idea had in enabling him to acquire 
them. | 


To 


— 
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To obtain this Happineſs without Danger, he had - 
recourle again to Aſas : this faithful Eunuch, who knew 
how neceſſary it was to make Friends in the Seraglio 
of the Sultan, had contracted a great Intimacy with the 
Intendant of the Gardens ; and as the Princeſs being - 
now out of her Childhood, was removed to a more 
magnificent Apartment, which looked intirely on the 
Gardens, it appeared more eaſy for Morat to ſee her 
there, than in any of the Rooms of the Seraglio. A 
having communicated his Thoughts on this Subject to 
Morat, was employed by him to gain this Intendant in- 
urely to his Intereſts, that he might be admitted when 
the Princeſs walked without the Sultan her Father. The 
Eunuch executed his Commiſſion with admirable Ad- 
dreſs, telling his Friend that it was no more than Cu- 
rioluy, to ſee if the Princeſs were as beautiful as Fame 
reported her, which bad given Mora? this Deſire. 
The awful Name of the General of the Gallies, ac- 
company'd with a Jewel of great Value, had all the 
Effet could be wiſhed : [brahim, Intendant of the Gar- 
dens of the Seraglio, received the Preſent and the 
Prayer with a profound Submiſſion, and reply d, that 
there was nothing he could refuſe to the invincible Mo- 
rat ; but to prevent all Danger, intreated he Would 
conceſcend to be diſguiſed under the Habit of a Gar- 
dener, and that he would in that Equipage introduce 
Wee eee | 
he ſhould think proper to ſtay. 
k es dui 46 Mrs b6 whos Fi OS 
his Princeſs, provided he had that Satisfaftion ; the 


next Day, therefore, toward the ſetting of the Sun, an 


Ls Hour 
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Hour in which the Sultan never came, was the time 
appointed between them; and it being arrived, the va- 
liant Morat was obliged to put on the Habit of a 
Gardener, and arm himſelf with a Spade and a Kake 
inſtead of his dreadful Cimeter. The fair Turquia, who 
| had been ſecretly apprized by Aſan, was no leſs impa- 
tient than her illuſtrious Lover for this Opportunity of 
entertaining him. She went down into the Gardens 
ſomewhat before her accuſtomed Time of walking ; 
but Morat was there before her, and ſaw her enter 
with her two Confidents into a Labyrinth of Mirtle and 
Jeſſamin; he followed by another Path, and they both 
entered at the ſame Moment; Fatyma and the other 
Woman placed themſelves at the Avenues to this Place 
in order to give notice in caſe any Body ſhould paſs 
that way and the Princeſs having ſeated herſelf on a 
green Bank, Morat knelt down before her, and in this 
Poſture examined each other with an equal Satisfaction: 
They were ſome time before they could expreſs them- 
ſelves any otherwiſe than by their Looks ; but Turguia 
breaking filence firſt, my dear Morat, ſaid ſhe, how 
touching is it to me, to ſee you debaſe yourſelf by this 
Diſguiſe, for a Happineſs which ought to coſt you only 
ſome few tender Sighs! Since it is for you, interrupted 
he with Tranſport, how glorious rather is it for me! 
The means of rendering Homage to my adorable Prin- 
ceſs ſanctiſies all Forms, all Diſguiſes whatever, and 
makes me greater than the greateſt Monarch ——— 
Heaven and our holy Prophet witneſs for me, that for a 
Bleſſing ſuch as this I would wich the ſame Readineſs 
facrifice my Liſe, as I now lay aide thoſe Marks of 
Grandeur 
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Grandeur which are of little moment to me, ſince not 
permitted to partake them with you. 

Lire to love me, reply'd the beautiful Turai, ] 
dear Morat, and be aſſured that to whatever State your 
Love or Fortune ſhall reduce you, you will always have 
the ſame Charms for your faithful Turqguia. The love- 
ly Princeſs pronounced theſe Words with fo inchanting 
a Tenderneſs, that Morat unable to reſtrain the ſudden - 
Rapture they inſpired, catched one of her Hands, and 
kiſſed it with a Fervency which made her perfeQly ac- 
quainted with that of his Love: She endeavoured not 
however to repulſe this Teſtimony of it, and be was 
ſtill in the ſame ſweet Employment, when a great Cry 
made by Fatyma, put « flop to his Happineſs, and ob- 
liging both the Lovers to turn their Heads, they ſaw 
the Sultan with threatning Voice and Geſture, his Eyes 
inflamed with Rage, and a drawn Cimeter in his 
Hand, advancing towards them, He happened con- 
trary to his Cuſtom at that Hour, to come to the Se- 
raglio, and being told his Daughter was in the Garden 
came down the Stairs which led from ber Apartment, 
and was therefore not ſeen by either of the Confident, 
'cill he paſſed by the turning of the Walk where Fa- 
tyma had placed herſclf, and was near cnovgh to ſee 
Turquia and the pretended Gardener in the Poſture I 
have deſcribed. This Object made him ſtart back ſome 
Steps, but knowing the Sound of Morat's Voice, and 
ſeeing him kiſs the Princeſs's Hand, the moſt violent 
Fury took immediate Poſſeſſion of his Soul, and he 
flew toward them - inſtigated by an impetuous Paſſion, 
while Fatyma more terrified than at the Approach of 


Death, ſhrieked out, and obliged the ſurpriſed Lovers 
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to ſee their Danger half a Moment ſooner than. they 
would have done. 

The furious Solyman was no ſooner perceived by 
them, than both at the ſame time, and with the ſame 
Intention, threw themſelves at his Feet, and Morat 
without ſeeming in the leaſt terrified at the Cimeter al- 
ready lifted, and about to fall upon his Head, cry'd 
boldly out, Strike, Sohm, eaſe the unfortunate Marat 
of a Life which muſt be wretched without the Poſſeſ- 
fon of this admirable Princeſs ; but let the fatal Steel 
deſcend on me alone, tis I alone am guilty. — 'Tis 
Jalone that merit Death. — I have adored Turquie 
from the firſt Moment thou gaveſt me Permiſſion to 
behold her I then dedicated my whole Life to 
her. — I have yielded to her my Heart, and have 
ſeduced her's I have done every thing, hazarded 
every thing to make myſelf beloved Strike then, 
Colman, and puniſh a Crime which I am till pre- 
ſumptuous enough to prefer to Innocence. 

Hold, Sultan, cry'd. the tender Princeſs, with her 
Eyes ſtreaming with Tears, liſten not to a Man whoſe 
Fears for me have corrupted his Sincerity — tis my- 
ſelf alone who merits Death, if Love be a Crime wor- 
thy of it. I have loved Morat from my Infancy, 
my Tenderneſs for him has grown up with my Rea- 
ſon. —— I have bribed my Women, I have violated 
the Laws of the Seraglio to make known my Senti- 
ments to the only Man worthy of inſpiring them. 
I confeſs that I even flattered myſelf, his Valour, his 
Integrity, and the Greatneſs of his Services which have 
rendered him ſodear to thee, might have excuſed my 


Weakneſs — But I deceived my ſelf === ] have of- 
' fended 
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ſended thee, yet cannot ceaſe to love Moray ——— 
Strike then, Shan, and revenge on thy Daughter 
an Aﬀront, which is yet more dear to her than Life. 
Sehman, whoſe Indignation a little abated when he 
a them at his feet, caſt his eyes ſometimes on the one, 
and ſometimes on the other, as willing to excite himſelf 
to the Conſummation of his Vengeance ; but theſe Ob- 
jets, far from re-animating that Defire, ſerved only to 
extinguiſh it: The Beauty of Targuia, her Youth, the 
Perſections of Morat, his Services, the Courage and Ge- 
neroſity of both the one and the other in ſo dreadful a 
Juncture ; and above all, the Dictates of Nature and 
Friendſhip pleading in their favour, made him endure 
for ſome moments a moſt cruel! Conflict between their 
force and his remains of Wrath. Suſpended, during their 
Diſcourſe, between Rage, Love, and Pity, he flood im- 
moveable ; but at laſt Tenderneſs got the Victory over 
all other Conſiderations : His Arm raiſed to facrifice 
theſe illuſtrious Victims, inſenſibly relaxed the Cimiter 
fell from his Hand, and 'Fears from his Eyes; and he 
re-contemplated within himſelf the Charms of theſe two 
Lovers, who without even changing Colour, ſeemed to 
fear Death only for each other, and ſtill continued to in- 
treat the Preference in being permitted to give this me- 
lancholy Proof of the Sincerity of their Affection. He 
permitted them to go on even after he had forgot his 
Fury, and finding they ſtill perſiſted, Come, cried he, 
ſtretching out his Arms to them, and unable any longer 
to reſtrain the Flood of Tenderneſs which 
his Soul ; Come, you too dear, and too amiable Crimi- 
nals, come and eraſe your Guilt in the Embraces of $9. 
b My Children, continued he, prefling both at 
| the 
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the ſame time to his Boſom, let us forget the Horrors of 
- this Moment ; or if we remember it, let it be only to 
heighten the Happineſs it produce My dear M- 
rat, ſaid he, giving him the Princeſs's Hand, receive 
this Pledge of my Affection; be to her as tender a Hus- 
band, as you have been a faithful Lover; and as for you, 
Turguia, I do not think I can any way more teſtify to 
you my fatherly Love, than in uniting you to the illuf- 
trious Morat — Love him and reſpe& him as your 
Musband and your King, ſince from henceforward he 
mall ſhare the Crown his Valour and Fidelity preſerved. 

A Change ſo ſwift, and ſo little expected, cauſed more 
Diſorders in the Hearts of our Lovers than Fear had been 
able to do Their natural Eloquence was of no Ser- 
vice to them on this Occaſion-— There were no Words 
ſufficient to expreſs the vaſt Exceſs of their Joy or their 
Aftoniſhment ; but the dumb Rhetorick of their Eyes 
and Actions was more pleaſing to the Sultan, than all 
their Tongues could have uttered, even with the moſt 
ſtudied Elegance. This Prince embraced them again and 
again; and to prove to them the Sincerity of his Careſſes, 
he pardoned the two Women who had been the Prin- 
ceſs's Confidents in this Affair, and would not know by 
what means Morat had been introduced into the Gar- 
dens of the Seraglio. After reciprocal Demonſtrations of 
Love, Joy and Gratitude on all fides, he ordered them to 
retire, and wait without Lmpatience the Effects of his Pro- 
miſe ; on which they ſeparated with Thoughts very dif- 
ferent from, thoſe they had ſome Hours before. ; 

When Morat returned to his Palace, he recited the 
whole Adventure to the old Mae, who was ready to die 
at the Picture he gave him of Sohman in his Fury; but 
| | the 
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the end of his Diſcourſe giving him a proportionable Sa- 
tiaſaction, he bleſſed his Prophet for this happy unravel- 
ling the Myſtery, and was the firſt who had the Honour 
to ſalute Morat as King. The next day Sehman called 
a Council; and having ſent for Mera, made a detail 
of all the Services this young Hero had done the State, 
and added a glorious Enumeration of his Virtues and 
good Qualities ; at the end of which, he told them thas 
being now far advanced in Years, and not of a Capacity 
to govern ſo well as formerly, or to endure the Fatigue: 
which attend Sovereigaty, he thought not of any Expe- 
dient either to caſe himſelf or oblige his SubjeQs, ſo pro- 
per as to chooſe Mora: for his Collegue during Life, and 
his Succeſſor after his Deceaſe ; and to increaſe the Sa- 
taſaction they ought to have in ſuch an Election, be 
would give him in Marriage his only Daughter, the Prin- 
cels Turquia. 

The Sultan had ſcarce ceaſed to ſpeak, when there 
aroſe a Noiſe in the Aſſembly, which aſſured him of their 
Conlent ; and immediately after, clapping of Hands and 
Acclamations made the Place reſound: Then Morat 
having taken his Place by the fide of So/yman, was pro- 
claimed with a common Voice his Collegue and Succef- 
ſor. The new Sultan replied to this univerſal Conſent by 
a Diſcourſe, which at once made known his Wit, his 
Prudence, and his Moderation. Some days after this Ce- 
remony, was that of his Marriage with the Princeſs ur- 
quia ; the Pomp and Magnificence of which was the 
moſt dazling that can be imagined : The City of Tuzis 
reſounded on all ſides with Shouts and Cries of Gladneſs. 
Coſtly Feaſts were made both on Sea and Land ; but all 
theſe Demonſtrations of publick Joy were little in com- 

a — 
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pariſon to the Contentment of the wedded Pair ; their. 
Love augmented with their Happineſs. Twrguia was 
tender and faithful to the laſt Moment of her Life, and 
Morat carried his Conſtancy even beyond her Death. 
 Sohyman beheld with Pleaſure the Succeſi of his Love 
for Morat; and finding no leſs to admire in him after 
being made his Equal than while he remained his Sub- 
je, repented nothing but that he had not raiſed him 
ſooner to that Dignity. He died about three Months af- 
ter, leaving him ſole Poſſeſſor of the Crown, which he 
enjoy d with ſo much Glory, that Hiſtory in mention- 
ing him, makes uſe of theſe Words, that, He gave more 
Lufire to Royalty than he received from it. He was u- 
liant even to a Prodigy, generous, compaſſionate, juſt, and 
The beautiful Turguia brought him a Son in leſ than 
a Year after her Marriage, which had been a vaſt Ad: 
dition to his Happineſs, if Death had not taken away the 
Mother ſoon after his Birth. The illuſtrious Morar was 
too ſenſible of this Loſs to be able to take Pleaſure in 
any thing. The Adoration of his Subjects, the Tran- 
ſcendency of his Fame, and all the Grandeurs of his 
Worth and Dignity row became a Burthen to him, hav- 
ing no longer her for a Companion, who rendered him 
ſenſible of theſe Bleſſings ; and he was ſeized with fo 
profound and incurable a Melancholy, that it put an end 
to his Life in the Year 1046, and the fortieth of his Age. 
Thus did Turi loſe the greateſt and moſt amiable Prince 
it ever had ; and he died covered with Glory, and re- 
gretted by foreign Nations as well as by his own. 


T AMAYO. 


——— „ 
the Infidels in order to repeople it with 
Spaniards, the Queen was informed that two Cavaliers 
of Caftile had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in an extraordi- 
nary manner at the Siege of Granado, and had been 
greatly inſtrumental in taking that City; on which this 
generous Princeſs, who had no greater Pleaſure than 
that of rewarding Merit, commanded they ſhould be 
brought to her Preſence ; and after having given them- 
thoſe Praifes which their Valour deſerved, finding they 


were united to each other in the moſt ſtrict Friendſhip, 
eſpouſed them to two beautiful Granadians, Maids of 
Condition, and who had abjured their falſe Prophet 


to embrace the true Religion; and to the other 
rich 
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rich Preſents ſhe made them, added that of a magnifi- 
cent Palace, with all the Lands and Domains apper- 
taining to it, which had belonged to a Prince ef the 
Blood and Faction of the Abexcerrago's, and was fitu- 
ated in the Alhambra Place, over-againſt that which 
bears the Name of the Place, and was always the Ha- 
bitation of the Kings of Granado, and ſlill ſubſiſting 
unruinated, is the Admiration of all the Travellers that 
paſs that way. Don Bertran de Saveda, and Don 
Martin de Tamazo were the Names of theſe Cavaliers 
ſo honoured by the Bounty of the Queen, and to whom, 
as an Encouragement for them never to quit Grana- 
do, ſhe ſettled on their Poſterity, for ever, by Letters 
patent, all ſhe had granted to themſelves. 

Theſe two illuftrious Friends were no ſooner in 
poſſeſſion, than they made an exact Diviſion of every 
thing, to the end that thoſe who ſhould enjoy it aſter 
them ſhould never find any occaſion of Complaint or 
Murmuring. Their amiable Wives, no leſs ſenfible 
than themſelves of the Sweets of Friendſhip, lived with 
each other in the moſt perſect Harmony; and never 
was a Society more agreeable or more ſincere than 
that of theſe four Perſons. 

Much about the fame time, each of them was made 
the happy Father of a Son ; and as the Children grew 
up they were taught to love each other like their Fa- 
thers, and when they arrived at Maturity, married both 
in one day as they had done : The Authors of their 
Birth being dead, they lived in the ſame good Intel- 
ligence; and to perpetuate the Friendſhip between their 
Families, they reſolved to ſeek no other Alliance 3 S 
wedg having only one Daughter called Yoland, and 
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Tune no more than one Son, who bore the Name of 
his Father and Grandfather : Theſe Infants from their 
Birth were deſtined for cach other by their Parents ; 
and tho' Saveda was much more wealthy than Ta- 
mayo by the addition of a large Eſtate derived from 
his Mother, he ſuffered not himſelf to be elevated with 
his Fortune ; and liſtning only to the Dictates of his 
Friendſhip for Tamazo, who remained in a genteel but 
moderate State, he took a Pleaſure in thinking his 


_ vaſt Poſſeſſons would deſcend to a Perſon fo dear to 


him, and therefore negleted nothing, as 7oland grew 
vp, which might inſpire her with the ſame Sentiments. 

Thus in ſpite of the ſevere Cuſtoms of Spain, the 
young 7oland and Tm were brought up together in 
the fame Palace ; and being inſeparable from their moſt 
tender Years, ſeconded ſo well the Intentions of their. 
Fathers, that they conceived for each other the moſt 
tender Affection. 

Saveda and his Friend beheld the Growth of this 
Paſlion with an extreme Pleaſure, and uſed their utmoſt 
application to augment it ; ſo that the young Lovers n 
ſooner arrived at an Age capable of diſtinguiſhing, n 
they were told that they ſhould one Day be united {or 
ever by Marriage. This Knowledge having baniſhed 
all thoſe Conſtraints of Reſpet and Timidity which 
are the Companions of Love, when the Heart ſtands in 
awe of a Paternal Authority ; they diſcovered to each 
other their innocent Flame, and conſeſs d the Pleaſure it 
gave them to think they ſhould live eternally together, 
before they had attained Years enough to know there 
was any thing in Marriage more than being perpetually 
in each others Company. —_— 


a of all that knew them. 


the young Tamms to him, to the end he might continue 
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them to ſtudy the ſame Sciences ; and as the Exerciſey 


of Tamayo were not proper for a Perſon of Toland's 
Sex, they agreed, however, to perform them both at 


the ſame time, that they might be equally at leifure for 


their Diverſions. Their Wit and Underſtandings ad- 
vancing faſter than their Years, Tamayo ſoon became one 
of the moſt accompliſhed Cavaliers in all Spain, and Jo- 
land the moſt charming Maid of her Time; and both 
of them joining an Education and Sentiments worthy 
of their Birth to thoſe precious Gifts of Nature, made 
them the Hopes of their Families, and the Admiration 


Cbarli che Veh. reigned at that time, and Don Sovede 
propoſed to himſelf going to preſent his Daughter and 


to them thoſe Grants which their Grandfathers had re- 
ceived from King Ferdinand and 1/abe/la, when Death 


put a Stop to his Defign. 


This faithful Friend no ſooner perceived that the Diſ- 


eaſe he laboured under was incurable, than he made his 
Wife, his Daughter, and the two Tame, Father and 
Son, come to his Bedſide ;to whom he declared that they 
could not better teſtify the Affection he flattered himſeli 
all there had for him, than in contributing each in their 
feveral Station to the fulfilling his Intentions, which he 
called the deareſt Aim of his Soul, in uniting for ever the 
young Tamayo and Yoland ; and then exacted fromevery. 
one of them a ſolemn Oath that no Conſideration whate- 
ver ſhould oblige them to break that Alliance. 
Independent of the Advantage which old Don Tamayo 
found for his Son in this Match, he loved Don Sawveda 
with too perſect a Friendſhip to fail in what he defired 
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-6f him, and ſwore that this Marriage would be the only 
Conſolation he could be capable of taking for the Grief 
of loſing him. Donna Leowera the Mother of Noa, made 
the ſame Imprecations with a Torrent of Tears. The 
dying Saveda, ſatisfied on that fide, made his Daughter 
and the young Tamayo approach, and then, looking ten- 
derly upon them; And you, my Children, ſaid he, join- 
ing their Hands, promiſe me that you will accompliſh 
my Will, even tho' Leonora and Don Tamays ſhould be 
unjuſt enough to change their Sentiments. The charm- 
ing Land, with a Voice interrupted with Sighs, and 
bluſhing like a full blown Roſe, conjured him to be per- 
ſuaded that his Commands ſhould be no leſs facred to her 
after his Death than they had ever been in his Life 3 
And as for me, cried out her Lover, haſtily, I will foog- 
er quit the Light of the Sun, than violate the bleſſed 
Contract which attaches me for ever to my dear Noland. 
At theſe Words Don Saveda took them both between 
his Arms, and having tenderly prefled them to his Breaſt, 
live happy, my Children, ſaid he, love each other with 
Ardor and with Conſtancy, and defer your Marriage no 
longer than Decency exacts after my Funeral ; the Torch 
of your Hymen will be the moſt glorious Manoli you 
can erect tomy Memory. The two Lovers were drown'd 
in Tears during this Diſcourſe, which was the laſt Ei- 
fort of Saveda, he dying the ſame Night. Tis eaſy to 
imagine the Regrets of the two Families ; they were no 
leſs ſincere than they were violent: the beautiful 77 
land above all was inconſolable for this Loſs, and it ſeem- 
ed by the Deſpair ſhe teſtified, as if her Heart had ſome 
Forbodings of the Misfortunes it occaſioned. The young 
Tamayo employed all the Eloquence his Love and Wi 
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ſupplied him with, to put a ſtop to the Courſe of her 
Tears, yet without effect for a long time. 

The Widow of Saveda, however, had no ſooner paid 
her laſt Duties to her departed Spouſe, than ſhe forgot 
the Promiſes ſhe had made him concerning the Marriage 
of her Daughter and Tamayo; and thought of nothing 
leſs than keeping her word. The great Eſtate ſhe now 
was in poſſeſſion of, raiſed her Ambition, and not doubt- 
ing but that, joined to the ſurpriſing Beauty and Accom- 
pliſhments of Yo/and might attract Offers much more ad- 
vantageous, reſolved to break intirely with Tamayo. But 
thinking it beſt to do it by degrees, ſhe began with tel- 
ling the Father and Son that Don Tamayo having no 
Wife, ſhe thought it not agreeable with the Decorum 
of her Widowhood, that their Houſes ſhould have the 
ſame Communication as when her Husband was living to 
authoriſe ſuch a Freedom ; and that it was conſiſtent 
with Prudence that on this occaſion ſhe ſhould follow the 
Cuſtom of Spain. On this pretence ſhe ſeparated her 
Portion of the Court yards, Gardens, and Apartments of 
the Palace from thoſe of Tamayo by a high Wall, which 
rendred them intirely different Houſes. This Action ſur- 
priſed and troubled the two Lovers, whom Zeomera durit 
not yet forbid to ſee each other : but this Separation 
which their Fathers had never made, obliged them to 
a Conſtraint which ſeemed the more cruel, as they had 
never been accuſtomed to it. | 


The old Tamayo remembring that he was once poſſeſt 
of the ſame Paſſion his Son now felt the Force of, wasalar- 


med at the Behaviour of Donna Leonora ; but not willing 
to give her time to invent any Stratagems which might 
eſtrange that Aﬀettion which both Love and Duty had 
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cemented, he preſſed her to execute the laſt Will of Sa- 
«+4a ; but this Lady, no leſs fierce than ambitious, fd - 
ing he was not to be trifled with, replied to him 
coldly, that their Families might remain united by the 
Bonds of Friendſhip and Eſteem without being allied 
together ; that the Death of her Husband had occa- 
fioned ſome Confuſion in her Affairs, out of which 
ſhe was deſirous to extricate herſelf before ſhe engaged 
Yoland ; and that when they ſhould be terminated, ſhe 
ſhould ſee what was beſt for her to do. But in the mean 
time, added ſhe, I intreat you would put an end to the 
Viſits of your Son ; for I am abſolutely reſolved that 
my Daughter henceforward ſhall live in the ſame man- 
ner with all other young Maids of our Nation. Don 
Tamaye eaſily perceived by this Diſcourſe that ſhe had 
intirely changed her Sentiments, and ſought nothing more 
than a Pretence for a Rupture between them : He could 
not therefore keep himſelf from replying with ſome heat, 
which occaſioning ſome piquant Reflexions from Leono- 
ra, the Converſation grew violent on both ſides; and 
that Lady born away with the Proſpects of her own De- 
ſigns, at laſt declared herſelf plainly, and told him his 
Son ſhould never be the Husband of her Daughter, and 
that ſhe would farbid her either to ſee or think of him. 
Don ams enraged to the utmoſt degree went home, 
and repeated the Behaviour of Leoxora, in terms which 
ſhewed he reſented, in that moment, more the AFf- 
front done to himſelf than the Misfortune of the two 
Lovers ; but the young Tamayo ſtruck to the Soul with 
the moſt cruel Deſpair, thought leſs of the Indignity of- 
fered by the Mother, than the dreadful Neceſlity of loſing 
the Daughters and the Force of his Paſſion ſo ſupplied 

him 
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him with perſuaſive Eloquence, that the tender Father 
was at laſt prevailed on to make his juſt Anger yield to 
the Repoſe of ſo dear and worthy a Son. He went again 
0 Leonora, he employed all their common Friends to 
argue with her, he tried all forts of ways to oblige her to 
keep her Promiſe ; but Complaints, Remonſtrances, Re. 
proaches, Grief, were alike unavailing : She remained 
fixed in her Reſolution ; and to complete the Unhappineſ 
of Toland, acquainted her with this cruel Change, and 
threatned her with all her utmoſt Indignation could in- 
flict, if ſhe made the leaſt Attempt to contradict her pre- 
ſent Intentions, The charming Daughter of Saveda, tho 
ſtruck with theſe Words as with a Bolt of Thunder, ſuſ- 
tain'd the Shock without ſuffering her Love or her Cou- 
rage to be unſixed with it; and in ſpite of the Awe and 
Obedience ſhe had been taught to pay to the Character 
ofa Mother, repreſented to her in the molt lively Terms 
the Wrong ſhe was guilty of in this Rupture, by which 
ſhe not only violated the Laws of Honour and Probity, 
but alſo what ſhe owed to the Memory of her Husband. 
But all the beautiful 7o/and gain'd by this Conver- 
(ation, was to be ordered to her Chamber, with a 
ſtrict Cemmand never more to ſpeak to Tamayo. Little 
am I capable of doing Juſtice to her Grief by any 
Deſcription. I can make; fo I ſhall only ſay it was ex- 
| ceſſive and anſwerable to her Love ; but having given 
I! | ſome time to Tears and to Complainings, far from dimi 
| .niſhing her Affection for Tamayo, this Injunction ſerved 
only to render it more ardent, and was ſucceeded by a 
Reſolution to obey the Will of her Father, and to oppoſe 
' | to the laſt Moment of her Life the Injuſtice of her Mo- 
ther, and to preſerve her Faith inviolable to ma 
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That young Lover alſo proteſted to his Father, that 
the Vow he had made to the expiring Sa veda ſhould 
be always ſacred to him, and that Death alone ſhould 
have power to break thoſe Bonds which united him ta 
the beautiful Noland ; but all theſe Atteſtations were little 
Satisfaction to two Hearts accuſtomed to dizburthen them 
ſelves in each other's Preſence=——— They mutually 
languiſhed for the former Liberties they enjoyed, and 
each ſeemed as if they had loſt one half of themſelves 
in this Separation. 

Both their Wiſhes concurring, Love would not ſuf- 
fer two ſuch faithful Votaries to his Power, to be with- 
out ſome little Conſolation. The young Teland had 
a Woman with her whom ſhe much loved and con- 
fided in, and to whom ſhe was extremely dear; ſhe 
was a Granadian, of noble Parents, but who involved 
in the Calamities of their Country, had left their Poſte- 
rity extremely poor. Being a Widow and of a good Re- 
putation for Virtue and Prudence, Don Sawvedz had 
placed her with kis Daughter in her Infancy in the 
Character ef a'Governeſs : It was in her alone 7o/and 
found any Conſolation ; for as ſhe knew the Intentions 
of her Maſter in favour of Tamaro, ſhe entered with 
Spirit into the Sentiments of her young Miſtreſs, and 
to ſupport her in them, facilitated many Interviews with 
her Lover. 

Yoland and Tamays employed all the Moments they 
had together in making new Vows of an eternal Fide- 
lity ; theſe reciprocal Aſſurances began a little to leſſen 
the Bitterneſs of their Sorrowys, when the old Don Ta- 
mayo died. His Son felt all the Grief ſo great a Loſs 
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exacted from him, and the more ſo as being now but 
ſeventeen Years old, he looked on himſelf as not ſuf- 
ficieutly qualified to manage his Affairs, eſpecially that 
of his Love; flattering himſelf as well as 7o/and, who 
was but three Months younger, that ſome time or other 
he might have been able to bring Leonora toReaſon, made 

them both think his Death a very great Addition to 
their Mis fortune. 

The Widow of Saveda, on the other hand, ſeeing 
Don Tamayo was now become his own Maſter, began 
to be in apprehenſions that he might attempt ſome En- 
terpriſe contrary to her Deſigns, and therefore took a 
Reſolution to put it out of the power, of either Fortune, 

or the Stratagems of Love to give him any Opportu- 
nity of ſeeing or converſing with her Daughter: She 
. therefore ſettled her Affairs ſo as to leave Granada and 
retire to Madrid, where her Deſign was to eſtabliſh 
Toland, not doubting but her Beauty and Wealth might 
gain her a Grandee for a Husband : For this end ſhe 
pretended an important Buſineſs called her to Court, 
and immediately ordered every thing to be got ready, 
that was neceſſary for this Journey. 
Donna Catherina, for that was the Name ofthe Go- 
verneſs, that ſhe might be the better able to ſerve the 
Lovers, ſeemed fo highly to approve this Proceeding in 
her Miſtreſs, that ſhe truſted her with her moſt ſecret 
Thoughts ; ſhe was, however, no ſooner informed of 
this Project, than ſhe communicated it to Tamays and 
the beautiful Na. This laſt Act of Cruelty put them 

[| both into Deſpair, Donna Catherina having procured 
8 them a Meeting in the Gardens of the Palace the night 
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before the Departure of Donna Leven, they diſco- 
vered to each other a Deſpair which no Words but 
their own can paint At laſt, Beautiful Toland, ſaid the 
amorous Tomayo, tis done The cruel Leonore is re- 
ſolved on my Death She tears you and my Life 
together from me ; and without any reſpect for the Me- 
mory of a Husband, without any regard to her own 


Von, ſhe compells you to quit your paternal Seat, ta 


deprive me even of the poor Conſolation of breathing 
in the ſame Air you do. 

My dear Tamayo, anſwered the tender Yoland, I am 
no lefs ſenſible than you of the rigorous Proceeding of 
my Mother My Heart is pierced with a thou- 
ſand Daggers; every Thought of ſeeing you no more 
ſtabs to my inmoſt part Nor ought you to doubt it, 
who have had ſo many Proofs that my Love is at leaſt 
equal to your own — But Lenora has an Authority 
over me, which all her Injuſtice cannot hinder me 
from reſpeRting m—— Whatever ſhe inflits upon me, 
ſhe is my Mother ftill ; and I cannot diſpenſe with fol- 
lowing her, and rendring her that Obedience which the 
Name of Daughter exafts from me. But this ought to 
conſole you, that I ſwear by every thing we hold ſa - 
cred, that my Obedience ſhall never cblige me to brealc 
my Faith with you, and that no other than Tamays ſhall 
ever be the Husband of Te/ard. This Aſſurance, re- 


plied he, reprieves my Fate, but it cannot ſoften the 


terrible Idea that I ſhall never fee you more 
I will follow you every where, beautiful Nn, conti- 
nued he, and my Grief and Perſeverance ſhall ſo per- 
plex the cruel Leonora, that ſhe ſhall be in a manner 
M 2 com- 
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- compelled to give me the Recompence my Love de- 
<Aerves. * 

The young Yoland, alarmed at this Reſolution of 
her Lover, made-uſe of all her Efforts to drive it from 
- his Mind : The Terror that her Mother would take 
more cruel Precautions to get rid of his Preſence, con- 
cſtrain'd her to oppoſe, with the utmoſt Force, his De- 
ſign ; but this deſpairing Lover would not yield to her 
Reaſons, and the friendly Donna Catherina being on 
his fide; and both the one and the other aſſuring her 
. that they might find. frequent Opportunities of meeting 
during this long Journey; the Reſult of this Conver- 
_ ation was, that he ſhould follow them at a convenient 
«diſtance fram the Litters ; and that when they came 
.near the Places where they were to lie, he ſhould al- 


ways take care not to be in ſight, leſt Leonora, or any 


of her Attendance ſhould chance to ſec him. 

Theſe Meaſures being taken, they bid adieu with leſs 
Trouble than they met, in hope of rejoining the next 
day: Hope firenghtned the Heart of the amorous Ta- 
mayo, and the Aſſurances and Encouragmement of Don- 
na Catherina that of the tender 7oland. 

Early the next Morning, Leexera, according to her 
Deſign, departed from Granada: She went in a Litter 
with Toland and four of her Women; and Donna Ca- 
[;thoerina with the reſt of the Family took up two others, 
two Men on horſeback was all their Equipage, Donna 
Loorora being unwilling to have the trouble of a great 
Train wich her. The moment after they had quitted 
the Town, the amorous Tamayo.got on horſeback, and 
;following che Traces of the Litters, ordered it ſo as ne- 


ver 
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ver to loſe ſight of them, and yet not to be taken no- 
tire of himſelf. Whenever he found they came near 
any Places of Refreſhment, he took a little Circuit 
round, and got in the moment before them : where, 
while Leonora repoſed herſelf. he entertained the young * 
YTeland ; the careful Governeſi never failing to procurs 
them Opportunities unſeen and unſuſpected by the ether © 
Women. Theſe tender Interviews never ended wich- 
out new Oaths of loving each other to Death, and to 
r eee eee 2 
of Donna Leonera. 

The greateſt part of the Journey was over with · 
out any Accident; but when they came within thirty 
Leagues of Madrid, the Litters were- attacked by four” 
Robbers, who, that this Prey might not eſcape them, 
began with ſecuring the two Cavaliers that rode by- 
them. Two of the Villains immediately ſeizing them 
not being Men accuſtomed to fight, and having oblig- 
ed them to alight, bound them to a Tree, while the 
two others went to the firſt Litter, and forced Donna 
Leonora and her Daughter to come out of it: They 
had already made themſelves Maſters of a Casket ſhe'- 
had with her, full of Gold and Jewels, and were be- 
ginning to rifle both the Ladies in an unbecoming man- 
ner, when Tamayo, ho at a great diſtance {aw the Lit- 
ters flop'd, and heard the Cries of the Women, flew 
full ſpeed to their aſſiſlance with his Piſtol in his hand. 
His Arrival coſt the Life of the firſt Villain who at- 
tempted to hinder his Paſſage ; his ſecond Blow broke 
the Back of him who had the Casket ; and turning to 
the third, who was mounting his Horſe with an intent 
M 3 1 
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The young Yoland, alarmed at this Reſolution of 
i her Lover, made uſe of all her Efforts to drive it from 
- his Mind : The Terror that her Mother would take 
more cruel Precautions to get rid of his Preſence, con- 
«ſtrain'd her to oppoſe, with the utmoſt Force, his De- 
ſign ; but this deſpairing Lover would not yield to her 
Reaſons, and the friendly Donna Catherina being on 
his ſide ; and both the one and the other aſſuring her 
that they might find frequent Opportunities of meeting 
during this long Journey; the Reſult of this Conver- 
_ ation was, that he ſhould follow them at a convenient 
«diſtance fram the Litters ; and that when they came 
near the Places where they were to lie, he ſhould al. 
ways take care not to be in ſight, leſt Leonora, or any 
of her Attendance ſhould chance to ſee him. 

- Theſe Meaſures being taken, they bid adieu with leſs 

Trouble than they met, in hope of rejoining the next 
day: Hope ſtrenghtned the Heart of the amorous Ta- 
mayo, and the Aſſurances and Encouragmement of Don- 
na Catherina that of the tender Toland. 

Early the next Morning, Leexera, according to her 
"Deſign, departed from Granada: She went in a Liter 
with Toland and four of her Women; and Donna Ca- 
[;thorina with the reſt of the Family took up two others, 
two Men on horſeback was all their Equipage, Donna 
Loonora being unwilling to have the trouble of a great 
Train wich her. The moment after they had quitted 
the Town, the amorous Tamayo.got on horſeback, and 
;following the Traces of the Litters, ordered it ſo as ne- 
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ver to loſe fight of them, and yet not to be taken no- 
tire of himſelf. Whenever he found they came near 
any Places of Refreſhmem, he took a little Circuit 
round, and got in the moment before them”; where, 
while Leonora repoſed herielf, he entertained the young * 
Teland ; the careful Governeſi never failing to procure”-” 
them Opportunities unſeen and unſuſpected by the ether © 
Women. Theſe tender Interviews never ended wich- 
out new Oaths of loving each other to Death, and to 
endeavour by all manner of ways to ſoften the Rigour 
of Donna Leonora. 
out any Accident; but when they came within thirty” 
Leagues of Madrid, the Litters were attacked by four” 
Robbers, who, that this Prey might not eſcape them, 
began with ſecuring the two Cavaliers that rode by- 
them. Two of the Villains immediately ſeizing them 
not being Men accuſtomed to fight, and having oblig- 
ed them to alight, bound them to a Tree, while the 
two others went to the firſt Litter, and forced Donna 
Leonera and her Daughter to come out of it: They 
had already made themſelves Maſters of a Casket ſhe'- 
had with her, full of Gold and Jewels, and were be- 
ginning to rifle both the Ladies in an unbecoming man- 
ner, when Tamayo, who at a great diſtance ſaw the Lit- 
ters ſlop'd, and heard the Cries of the Women, flew 
full ſpeed to their aſſiſtance with his Piſtol in his hand. 
His Arrival coſt the Life of the firſt Villain who at- 
tempted to hinder his Paſſage ; his ſecond Blow broke 
the Back of him who had the Casket ; and turning to 
the third, who was mounting his Horſe with an intent 
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to fly, he ran his Sword quite through his Body, and 
ſeizing on the fourth, made the Servants that attended 
the Mules tye him with the ſame Cords with which 
this Vretch had aflite! to bind the Domeſticks of 
Donna Leonora: Tice Men betolding the aftoniſh» 
ing Valour of Tamazo, no ſooner were releaſed, than 
they threw themielves upon their knces before him, 
calling him their Deliverer, and repeating his Name 
with Tranſport. 

The brave Tanayo, charm'd to have ſaved the Life, 
and perhaps the Honour of what was deareſt to him 
in the World, had no ſooner ſeen the fourth Villain 
made ſure, than he alighited from his Horſe, and ap- 
proaching Donna Leonora and her charming Daughter, 
Madam, ſaid he, to the Widow of Saveda, You have 
no more to fear, and may purſue your Journey with- 
out Danger; and fince my good Fortune conducted 
me hither in ſo ſeaſonable a JunAure, I will not quit 
you till I ſee you in a place of Safety. The haughty 
Leonora, leſs ſenſible of the Service he had done her, 
than troubled to find in the Perſon of her Deliverer, 
that Tamays, whom to avoid ſhe had run into this ha- 
zard, could not bring herſelf even to look on him with 
the ſame regard any other Perſon would have done 
in the like Circumſtances ; and anſwered him coldly, 
that ſhe was very much indebted to him for the Aſ- 
ſiſtance he had given her, and would endeavour to teſli- 
fy her Gratitude ; but intreated he would not give 
himſelf the Fatigue of accompanying her, for ſhe would 
get Perſons to attend her the reſt of the Journey at a 
Kinſman's Houſe where ſhe intended to go the next day. 

| Tamaye 
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Tamayo ſtood in need of all his Courage not to die 
with Grief at this cruel Reception: It ſo ſtrongly ſciz- 
ed him that he ſtood without the power of Speech or 
Motion, looking all the time on Leser with fo mov- 
ing an Air, as would have touched any other than her- 
ſelf. The beautiful Toland, ſhock'd to the very Soul 
to ſee the Ingratitude of her Mother on this occaſion, 
lifting her Fyes on her Lover; My Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
what you have done for us is ſo wonderful, that it is 
not ſurpriſing we ſhould not be able to find words to” 
acknowledge it as it deſerves: "Tis for you therefore 
to ſupply our Deficiency, and to read in our Hearts 
the Gratitude we feel for ſo fignal a Service. 

Tamayo by the moſt eloquent Look thanked the char- 
ming Toland for the concealed Meaning couched in 
her Diſcourſe ; and perceiving that Donna Leonora be» 
gan to be impatient at this Entertainment, preſented her 
his Hand, and with a deep ſigh replaced her and 77- 
land in the Litter; but this latter parted not from him 
without giving him yet further ſecret Marks of her Ten- 
derneſs and Gratitude. 

The unfortunate Tamayo, ſeeing the Litters begin ta 
move, remounted his Horſe, and making the two Ca- 
valiers guard the Ruffian, who with his hands tied be- 
hind him was bound to one of their Saddles, accom- 
panied them till they came to the Place where they were 
to lie that night, and then ſaw him put into the hands 
of Juſtice, to receive the Puniſhment his Crimes de- 
ſerved. 

Leenora, all this while outrageous, that in ſpite of all 
her Precautions, 7 and her hter ſtill met, de- 
mig 0 Daug — 


248 Tanary0o 


parted from that place by Break of Day, hoping by 
this means to diſappoint his Search, and take from 
him all Hope; but the tender To/and left a Letter, 
for him with a Perſon, in the Houſe, in which ſhe in- 
formed him where he might rejoin the Litters. 

This new Proof of his lovely Miſtreſs's Affection, gave 
him more Plcaſure, than the Perſeverance of Leonora's 
Rigour did diſquiet : He immediately followed the Road 
they took, and found they ſtaid but one night at the 
Houſe of that Kinſman Leonora had mentioned to him, 
who indeed gave them ſeveral Cavaliers to eſcort them 
to Madrid. They no ſooner ſet out, than Tamas min- 
gled with them, and accompanied them to that City, 
Where Leonora went directly to the Houſe of a Lady 
of Quality, and her near Relation. 

This paſſionate Lover of the charming Yoland, had 
nothing now to do but to procure a Lodging as near 
them as poſſible; he ſo well ſucceeded in his Endea- 
vours, that they could neither go out nor in without his 
ſeeing them: He ſoon informed Donna Catherina how 
he had placed himſelf : but it was not in her power 
to procure him thoſe Opportunities ſhe before had done 
of ſpeaking to her young Miſtreſs ; and theſe two Lo- 
vers had now no other way of Converſation than by 
writing, to each other, which they did regularly every 
day: Leonora, who had the moſt watchful Eye over all 
the Actions of her Daughter, and was one of the moſt 
penetrating Women upon Earth, ſoon ſuſpected this ſe- 
cret Correſpondence, and perſiſting in her former De- 
termination, was reſolved to put a ſtop to all Inter- 
courſe between theſe Lovers, whatever ſhould be the 
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Conſequence of it, or to what Extremities ſoever ſhe 
ſhould be obliged to proceed. After revolving in her Mind 
a thouſand different Stratagems, ſhe at laſt pitch'd on 
that of putting her Daughter into a Convent, whence 
ſhe ſhould not be removed till ſhe had intirely forgot 
Tame. That ſhe might find no Obſtacle” in this De- 
ſign, ſhe concealed it from Donna Catherina; whom ſhe 
now began to ſuſpeR, ſecretly favoured the Paſſion of 
Toland. 

This unjuſt Mother had no fooner- formed this Pro- 
jeR, than ſhe put it in Execution ; and the fifteenth 
day after her Arrival at Madrid, ſhe took her Daugh- 
ter and Donna Catherine, under pretence of making 
a grand Viſit, in her Coach, and conducted them to 
a Religious Houſe, the Superior of which was a near 
Kinſwoman of the Lady at whoſe Houſe ſhe lived ; and 
who being before prepared for their Reception, ordered 
the Gates to be opened to Leonora, who preſenting 
Toland to her, put her into her hands with her Go- 
verneſs, with an intreaty that no Perſon whatever 
ſhould be permitted to ſee or ſpeak to either of them, 
and that they ſhovld be deprived of all means of giv- 
ing any intelligence where they were. 

'Twould be impoſſible to deſcribe the Surpriſe that 
young Toland and her Governeſs were in at this new 
Perſecation ; but the Miſtreſs of Tamayo, far from ſuſ- 
fering her Fidelity to be ſhaken by it, turned to Leg» 
nora, and kiſing her Hand with a dutiful 'Tenderneſs, 
] render you, Madam, faid ſhe, my fincere Thanks for 
your Goodneſs in placing me where I may without 


any Piſtraction or Interruption preſerve my Heart. and 
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my Faith intire foz the Hu. band my dear Father made 
choice on for me, and whom by his laſt Words I am 
commanded to love till Death; and I proteſt to you 
that I will never go hence, but to diſcharge thoſe Ob- 
ligations in favour of Tamayzo, which both your Vows 
and my own have bound us to. Leonora piqued at the 
Conſtancy of her Daughter, replied not to this Diſcourſe 
but with Words which ſhow'd how much it had of- 
ſended her; and in bidding her adieu, teſtify'd leſi 
Grief at being ſeparated from an only Daughter, than 
Joy that ſhe had torn her from her dear Tamayo. 
That paſſionate Lover, who little ſuſpected his Mis- 
fortune, and had paſt two Days without hearing any News 
of Noland, or ſeeing Catherina. was extremely alarm- 
ed ; and ſearching into the Cauſe, at laſt was informed 
that the obdurate Leonora had ſent away her Daugh- 
ter and that faithful Confident without making any 
Perſon acquainted with the place of their Retreat 
He had for ſo long a time been accuſtomed to Grief 
and to Diſappointments, that they were become fami- 
liar to hip, and he manifeſted for this laſt, neither 
Regrets, nor Rage in any violent degree, but reſolved 
to die or triumph over his unhappy Fate; he loſt n0 
time in Lamenta ions, but bent his whole Study and 
Pains for the Diſcovery of Yoland's abode ; but all his 
Inquiries being fruitleſs, he had no other way leſt 
than to make yet one more Effort to move the Heart 
of Leonora. To this end, by Preſents and Promiſes, he 
prevailed on a Negro Slave of her Train to introduce 
him into her Apartment wien ſhe was alone, without 
letting her know any dung of his coming. ah 
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The haughty Leonora no ſooner ſaw this young Ca- 
valier approach, than riſing from a Pile of Cuſhions on 
which ſhe was fitting, and advancing towards him with 
an Air of Fierceneſs, demanded what had obliged him 
to make her this Viſit after ſhe had abſolutely forbid- 
den him ? 

I come not here, Madam, anſwered he, throwing 
himſelf at her feet, to give you any cauſe of fear, or 
of complaint You have baniſhed the adorable Ve- 
4 — You have forbid me her ſight—— You have 


| deſtroyed my Hopes, but you cannot hinder me from 


dying before your Eyes ; tis with that only deſign [ 
preſent my ſelf before ou However, Madam, 
what have I done to make you wiſh my Death with 
ſo much Cruelty ? Brought up under your 
Eyes, and no leſs cheriſhed by the tender Cares of the 
generous Saveda; I have always reſpected you like her 
who gave me Birth—— It was from your Boſom I 
firſt ſuck' d in that Paſſion for which now you hate 
me, and look on as a Crime My Father and 
Don Saveda gave it Birch and you fer a long 
Courſe of Years nouriſhed and augmented it to the 
Growth it is now arrived at=——— [t was your own 
Hand which gave me Neland for a Wite, and by your 
Orders that [ received her Faith - On Hea- 
ven! how fatal a Change has happened fince ! Your 
Spouſe once dead, you ceaſe to be a Mother ; you vic 
late the moſt ſacred Oaths, you tear aſunder the Be 
your ſelf had made, you ſhut up your Daughter, 
drive me from her ſight and yours Ah, Mia 

in the Name of Saveda, which once was ſo dea 


call 
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call to mind your former Goodneſs ; remember the 
Promiſes he exacted from you at his Death, reſtore 
to me your Favour, reſtore to me my Yoland, reſtore 
to me my long loſt Peace, or prepare to fee me fall 
the Victim of your Cruelty and Injuſtice. 

With theſe Words the deſperate Tamayo laid his hand 
upon his Poniard, and in that Poſture waited the An- 
ſwer of Leonora, who frighted leſt he ſhould indeed 
commit any Violence on himſelf in her Preſence, and 
a little touched at his Reproaches, could not help let- 
ting fall ſome Tears; but they proceeded more from 

her Pride than Pity. 

Feigning, however, more Softneſs than that with 
which ſhe had behaved at his Entrance ; Tamayo, ſaid 
ſhe, holding out her Hand to him to oblige him to 
quit his Poniard, I have never ccaſed to eſteem and 
love you : I regard you ſtill as my Son ; and what you 
call Rigour and Cruelty in me, is no more in reality 
than the Tenderneſs of a Mother, which induces me 
to deprive you of a triſling Satis faction in order to pro- 
cure you others more eſſential. For in fine, Tame, 
ſince you will enforce me to repeat things you ought to 
tell your ſelf, it is not for a Perſon of your Age to 
think on Marriage To what Dangers have you 
expoſed your ſelf? What Fatigues have you undergone 
that you ſhould imagine it is permitted to you to en- 
joy the Sweets of Repoſe? What Glory have you 
acquired, that the Daughter of Sa veda ſhould be the 
Recompence of your Services ? Your Father and Grand- 
father were Warriors ; the Father and Grandfather of 


Land have rendred their Names illuſtrious by the 
Blcol 
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Blood they ſhed for the Service of their Country, theſe 
four Heroes had never been linked in the Bonds of 
Friendſhip, had not Glory alſo united them : Noble 
Companions in Arms and Fortune, they hoped the 
Actions of their Children would revive their Memory, 
and it was with this Deſign you were deſigned by them 
for Yoland; Saveda having no Son adopted you as 
ſuch, flattering himſelf the Blood that ran in your 
Veins, would render you worthy of his Choice, and of 
the Poſſeſſion of his Daughter and Eſtate : by; 
how have you anſwered this ExpeQation ? —— forget- 
ful of your own Glory, and that of your Anceſtors you 
languiſh in a ſhameful Eaſe, contented with your Fate, 
and thinking it fufficient to be deſcended from great 
Men, you abandon yourſelf to love with the ſame Tran- 
quillity, your Fathers did after twenty Years of Toil 
and Hardſhip. No, no, Tamays, added ſhe, I refuſe 
you not my Daughter, I forget not my Promiſes ; but if 
you would ſee the Effect, and poſſels Poland, you muſt 
render yourſelf worthy of the Blood of Saveda. 

This Diſcourſe ſo highly affronted Tamays, that all 
the Fire with which he was animated at his Entrance 
to Leonora's now changed to Ice: I pardon this Re- 
proach to Yoland, Madam, anſwered he, becauſe in her 
Perſon alone is aſſembled all the Authority her Father 
and mine had over me. If I had preferred Repoſe to 
Glory, if I had degenerated from the Blood that runs 
in my Veins; in fine, if I had refuſed to ſupport the 
Honour of my Name, I ſhould acknowledge myſelf 
unworthy the Alliance of Saveda ; but I am yet no 


more than nineteen Years old, and you would have my 
Services 
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Services preceed a Love which was almeft born with 
me Saveda, Madam, knew better than you 
what might be expected from a Son and a Grandſon of 
Tamayo ; and he thought proper my Marriage with his 
Daughter ſhould be ſolemniaed before my purſuit of 
Glory — But he dy'd, — you thought fit to ſet his Will 
apart. Tamayo ſoon followed your Husband to the 
Grave. — I am but lately my own Maſter — I am 
witheut Support, without Knowledge of the Court or of 
the World, overwhelmed with the Injuſtice of your 
proceeding, and in this Abyſs of Deſpair you pretend 
your Change is owing to myſelf, that I have not yet 
ſpilt my Blood for the Service of the State. You have 
ſeen I do not fear to loſe it, and perhaps, I may one 
Day ſhew myſelf more worthy of the Blood of Saveda, 
than you ſhew Reſpect for his Memory, or Gratitude 
for the Name he has given you. 

Aſter theſe Words he went out of her Apartment 
without waiting for any Anſwer, and left her ready to 
burſt with Rage and Diſdain, at having been up- 
braided in this manner by a young Man whom her 
Pride made her look upon as her Inferior. 

As for Tamayo, liſtening only to the Voice of his 
Deſpair, and thinking it would have been a Shame for 
him to have given Donna Leonora the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing him die, took a Reſolution to ſeek an end of his 
Misfortunes in the purſuit of that Glory which ſhe had 
ſo unjuſtly reproached him for not having yet followed : 
but having no perſonal Acquaintance at Court, and 
unwilling to ask any Favour on the Merits of his bare 
Name; as alſo in the preſent Situation of his Mind 

| = 
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to make any Appearance which ſhould give him the 
fatigue of Ceremony, engaged lumſelf as a ſimple Vo- 
lunteer in the Troops raiſed to ſerve in the Army of 
Charles the Fifth againit the Proteffant Princes of Ger- 
mary, Who, under the Pretext of Religion, had entered 
into a League againſt their lawful Sovereign. Theſe 
Recruits marched from Madrid to Barcelona where 
they embark'd, and after a proſperous Voyage landed 
at Genes, whence they proceeded to Germany, and 
where Tamayo by his invincible Courage was not long 
before he diſlinguiſhed himſelf among his Compa- 
nions. | 
Few Spaniard; were either ſo handſome or well 
made, his Stature above the ordinary Size, his Limbs 
admirably proportioned, his Air noble and majeſtick, 
his Features regular, his Countenance maſculine, war- 
like, and yet ſweet withal, rendered him one of the 
moſt amiable Men in the whole World: Every thing 
about him teſtified the race from which he ſprung, and 
his leaſt Actions denoted the Man of Condition. 

He was equally beloved and reſpefted ; every one 
that aw him manifeſted a Conſideration for him, and 
the Name of St. Martin which he had taken, was in 
all their Mouths. The Duke de Medina Sidonia, a 
young Lord full of Spirit, Courage and Diſcernment, 
who commanded that Party, having ſeveral times 're- 
mark'd him, and finding him worthy of his Curioſi- 
ty, demanded of the Officer with whom he had en- 
tered himſelf at Madrid, who he was ; but he knowing 
no more of him than what had been told him by 
himſelf, anſwered that all he could fay of him was that 

he 
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he was a Granadian, and was called S?. Martin; but, 
my Lord, added he, I am very much deceived, or he 
is very much above what he would appear, and if 
ſome great Misfortune has not contributed to his en- 
gaging in the Army ; all his Behaviour teſtifies a noble 
Education, and the extreme Melancholy I obſerved in 
him during the Courſe of our Journey from Madrid, 
convinces me no leſs that ſome very violent Grief hangs 
upon his Spirits. 

This Diſcourſe excited the utmoſt Curioſity in the 
Duke to know him more particularly ; and in a few 
Days an Opportunity of gratifying it, preſented itſelf. 
Tamayo, to divert his Melancholy having drawn out a 
Plan of the City of Treeves, in which he was in Gar- 
riſon, it was preſented to the Duke, who greatly ad- 
mired it, as well as the principal Engineers of the Em- 
peror, who proteſted they had never ſeen any thing bet- 
ter done. Then the Duke having made him approach, 
demanded of him, with great Sweetneſs, if he was a 
Gentleman, as all his Actions gave occaſion to believe, 
and for what Reaſons be avoided making himſelf 
known. Tamayo who carried all his Love with him 
to the Camp, flattering himſelf that the Protection of 
the Duke might be of ſervice to him againſt Leonora, 
heſitated not to diſcover to him the whole Truth, and 
gave him a brief Detail of the Hiſtory of his Family, 
and his own unhappy Paſſion; which ſo much touched 
this young Nobleman, that he aſſured him of his Af- 
ſiſtance in every thing in his Power, and that he 
would make him an Officer at the end of the Cam- 


Paign. 


While 
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| While Tamayo thus captivated the good Graces of 
both great and ſmall ; the Widow of Seaveda hearing 
no more of this formidable Lover of her Daughter, 
and being aſſured by ſeveral Spies ſhe had ſet to watch 
his Motions that he was no longer at Madrid, made 
Nilas quit the Convent, and come home to her, and 
intirely changing her Conduct with this beautiful Maid, 
now teſtified as much Tenderneſs for her as ſhe had 
Rigour before ; and to bring ker inſenſibly to her Aim, 
ſhe procured for her all manner of Amuſements that 
ſhe thought might make her forget Tame. She now 


-made no ſcruple of exceeding thoſe Limits of Freedom 


the ſevere Cuſtom of the Country preſcribed, to the 
end that her Beauty being ſeen might gain her Adorers, 
and under the Pretence of ſhewing her every thing 
that was conſiderable at Madrid, expoſed her in an art» 
ful manner to the Eyes of thoſe whom ſhe looked up- 
on az proper Matches for her Daughter ; but all her 
Softnels, her Stratagems, and her Diverſions produced 
no other Effet on the Heart of this faithful Lover 
than her Crueltics and Injuſtices had done. Many of- 
fers were made to Leonora on her ſcore, which ſhe 
propoſed to her, letting her know that her Deſign was 
to marry and eſtabliſh her at Madrid, where lived all 
her Family, and gave her the Liberty of chooſing for 
a Husband whom ſhe pleaſed, among the many Lords 
who had made Offers of their Hearts: But how great 
was her Surpriſe to find tha the Conſtancy of this 
young Maid was rather confirmed than ſhaken by theſe 
Temptations: Madam, reply'd the, I am, and ever 


ſhall be ſubmiſſive to your Will in every thing which 


does 
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does not contradict that of my Father You re- 
moved me from the Place of my Nativity, and my 
paternal Inheritance to come here; I followed you with- 
out repining. <— You ſhut me in a Convent, I en- 
tered into it with Pleaſure. — You took me out, and 


I returned to you with the ſame Obedience ; 
therefore, Madam, after having render'd to you all 
that my Duty exacts from me, ſuffer me alfo to render 
to the Commands of a dying Father what he ex- 
pected from me. It was he who gave me to Tamas, 
made me ſwear never to have ary other Husband even 
tho' you ſhould oppoſe my Love to that worthy Youth, 
and I muſt obey him tho' at the Expence of your Fa- 
vour, or my own Life. 

Theſe Words put Donna Leonora into ſuch a Fury, 
that ſhe was ready to go to the laſt Extremities againſt 
Yeland, who not ſwerving from the Reſpect ſhe owed 
her, reply'd always with Humility, but accompany'd 
with a Reſolution and Courage which made the other 
ſee ſhe was not to be changed. But while ſhe employ'd 


herſelf in ſeeking the means to bring 7o/and into other 


Sentiments, that faithful Maid was contriving with 
Donna Catherina how to diſcover what was become of 
Tamayo; and it was not 'till after ſome time, and great 
Inquiries they found out that he had entered himſelf 
among the Troops enliſted for Germany under the Com- 
mand of the Duke de Medina Sidonia, and that he 
was gone from Madrid near a Month before Leonors 

ſuffered them to leave the Convent. 
On this News the beautiful 7o/and was preparing to 
write to him, when her Mother perſecuted by her Am- 
bition 
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bition and rage at being unable to ſurmount the Re- 
folution of her Daughter, fell dangerouſly fick, and died 
in five Days after, in ſpite of all the Cares Yoland took 
to preſerve her. 

The Widow of Saveda, however, died not ſo inexo- 
rable as ſhe had lived, and in her laſt Moments re- 
penting of the Violences ſhe had exerciſed on theſe two 
ſaithſul Lovers, expreſſed the fincereſt Regret for it to 
her Daughter, and commanded her to repair the Fault 
ſhe had been guilty of in making Tamayo the Maſter of 
her Perſon and Fortune. Theſe Sentiments, with 
which ſhe yielded up her Breath, recalled all the Ten- 
derneſs of Yoland, and rendered her almoſt inconſolable 
for her Death, Bat Donna Catherina repreſenting to 
her that ſhe ought to preſerve herſelf to execute the 
Will of her Father, and give Life to her Lover who 
doubtleſs in this abſence could drag it rather as a Bur- 
then than a Satisfaction, ſhe was prevailed upon to dry 
her Tears, and to think of nothing but being united ta 
him for ever. | 

But a TinQure of Jealouſy aud Fear inſeparable 
from a violent Paſſion remonſtrating to her that there 
was a Poſſibility his Heart might be leſs faithful than 
her own, and that Time and the Obſtacles he had 
met with might have wrought an Alteration in it, ſhe 
reſolved to be convinced, and alſo to inform him in. 
Perſon of what had happened. Therefore after having 
fulfll'd what Duty and Nature demanded from her in 
the Obſequies of her Mother, ſhe form'd a Defign of 
going to Germany in a manner no leſs ſecret than ſin- 
gular. To this end ſhe ſollicited in the Name of one 
of 


) 
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of her Kinſmen a Lieutenancy of Horſe in the Regi- 
ment of Eframadura which was alſo in Germany. As 
thoſe. to whom ſhe apply'd were very .powerful, and 
zealous to oblige a young Beauty, whom all that were 
unmarried had hopes of gaining, ſhe readily obtained 
what ſhe demanded. She had no ſooner reccived the 
Commiſſion than ſhe provided herſelf, and Donna Ca- 
therina with Men's Apparel, and under the Name of 
Don Pedro de Saveda, departed from Madrid attended 
only by the Brother of her Governeſs who was in the 
Secret, and on whoſe Fidelity ſhe had an entire Depen- 
dance. 

While Yoland, guided by Love, Fear, and Hope, 
thus ſurmounted the Delicacy of her Sex and Rank, 
and expoſed herſelf to all the Fatigues of a tedious and 
dangerous Journey to ſee her dear Tamayo, that faithful 
Lover was every Day rendering himſelf more worthy 
the Friendſhip of the General and the Eſteem of his 
Companions, His Birth and Name, which none now 
were ignorant of, the Duke of Medina de Sidonia hav- 
| ing declared it the better to authorize the Diſtinction 
| he teſtified for him, ſo much intereſted the whole Army 
| in his Favour, that there was not one among that nu- 
C merous Body that did not take a Pleaſure in endea- 
| | vouring to divert his Melancholy, and who were not 
| perpetually talking to him of Yoland, as knowing her 


Name the greateſt Conſolation he was capable of re- 
ceiving. It ſeemed as if every Spaniard was his Confi- 
| dente, and had no other Buſineſs than to procure bim 
N Eaſe. Tamayo had too noble and generous a Heart 
| 


not to be ſenſible of ſuch uncommon Teſtimonies of 
Love 
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great Actions, which indeed were ſuch as might re- 
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Love and Eſteem, and anſwered to them in a man- 
ner which redoubled the Conſideration they had for 
him. 

The Troops of the Emperor, who had Orders to re- 
pair to the Camp that Monarch had form'd near I. 
goldflat in the Spring of the Year 1568, not being able 
to arrive, in ſpite of all their Diligence till ſome time 
after they were expected, the Landgrave of Het Ge- 
neral of the Proteſtant Army, finding his Forces ſupe- 
rior to thoſe of Charles the Fifth, encamped in Pre- 
ſence of the Jmperialifs, and having deſtroy'd the 
greateſt part of the Proviſions, ſcem'd reſolved either 
to ſtarve them, or compel them to give uncqual Battle. 
But the Duke of Alba, the Emperor's General being 
too wiſe not to penetrate into his Intentions, obliged 
his Soldiers to content themſelves with a certain Al- 
lowance, till the Arrival of thoſe Troops who were 
upon their March, and to take all manner of Care of 
well fortifying, and guarding their Trenches ; while 
they worked Night and Day worthy the Prudence of 
their Commander and their own Obedience ; many of 
the Proteſtant Army were continually inſulting thoſe of 
the Imperial, which was often revenged to the Diſad- 
vantage of the Rebels ; and Tamayo burning with a 
deſize of ſignalizing hirnſelf was one of the firſt to ſhew 
his Valour on theſe Occaſions. 

The two Camps already rung with the Fame of his 


concile one to believe all the fabulous Hiſtories of the 
Heroes of Antiquity : His Deſpair rendring him altoge- 
ther regardleſs of his own Life, he ſeldom fail'd to take 
.that 
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that of any Adverſary, who was bold enough to op- 
poſe him; and when even preſs'd upon by unequal 
| Numbers, as was frequently the Caſe, and ſometimes 
quite ſurrounded by his Enemies, he ſeemed to have 
an Eye in every Part, and to partake of the Nature of 
Lightning, which ſhoots itſelf a thouſand ways at once ; 
before, behind, on every fide he dealt unerring Blows, 
and as it were mowed himſelf a Paſſage back to the 
Camp, where lovelily terrible he was received by his 
admiring Companions, all covered over with Blood 
tho' not his own. The Wonders he performed had 
juſtly acquired him the Name of the all deftroying, the 
invincible Tamayo, when the Emperor fearing that 
ſome of his People might have the Diſadvantage one 
time or other in theſe particular Combats, from which 
his Troops in general might draw an ill Preſage, for- 
bid all Perſons of what Degree ſoever, on Pain of 
Death, to accept any Challenge from the Rebels: Eve- 
ry one ſubmitted to this Law, and Tamayo was ob- 
liged, in ſpite of him, to reſtrain the Ardor of his Cou- 
rage. 

But how ſtabbing is it to a truly loyal and brave 
Heart, to hear his lawſul Sovereign branded with op- 
probrious Names, his Party inſulted, and himſelf dared 
to ſupport the Cauſe of Juſtice, and of Glory, and yet 
be reſtrain d from acting as his Honour and his Valour 
4 dictates. For ſome time, however, our young Hero 
4 compelled the ſtruggling Impatience of his Soul in O- 
bedience to the Emperor's Command; but being one 
f | Day walking without the Trenches, he eſpy'd a Man 
1 of a prodigious Size iſſuing from the Camp of the Ene- 
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 Imperialifts dehed the boldeſt of them to fight. He had 


propriety be termed a Giant, till advancing nearer, 
.and tolling in the Air the enormous Halberd he had 


only a few Cowards hoped to reduce all the Proteſtant 
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mies, and being come near enough to be heard by the 


great Succeſs in many Battles; for he was an experienced 
Warrior, and the Confidence he had in his ſuperior 
Strength made him preſumptuous enough to utter ſuch 
Inſolencies as Tamayo could not hear without reſolving 
either to die or puniſh, and the Rebel who might with 


in his Hand, crying out, the Emperor by the help of 


Princes of Germany to his Yoke ; Tamas had no longer 
patience, and ſnatching a Halberd from one of the 
neareſt Centinels, went forth to meet this audacious 
Challenger, this ſecond Goliath. 

This huge Creature looking on his Adverſary with 
the utmoſt Contempt, Preſumptuous Wretch, ſaid he, 
is it with ſuch a one as thee I am to meaſure? won 
has thy Emperor no other than ſuch Heroes to ſend 
againſt the Champion of the Confederate Princes? but 
ſince either his Power, or thy own Fool-hardineſs en- 
gages thee to this Combat : Come on, and give me the 
Words were followed by many others to the like Ef- 
fe, and immediately ſucceeded by Blows which would 
have felled an Elephant; but all which Tamas avoided 
with the moſt ſurpriſing Dexterity, and watching his 
Time, when his Enemy was ſtretching himſelf up 
with a Deſign to give a Stroke which ſhould cleave 
him at once, run his Halberd into his Throat with 
ſuch $kill and Strength, chat he immediately * 
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at his Feet; the victorious Tamayo then taking the 
Sword of this formidable Antagoniſt cut off his Head, 
and putting it on that vaſt Halberd which was ſo near 
being his own Death, returned to the Camp with 
theſe glorious Trophies of his Conqueſt; and was re- 
ceived by the Army, who had been Witneſſes of this 
memorable Action with all the Acclamations it de- 
ſerved. He ftay'd not however to receive their Praiſes 
or Congratulations, but went directly to the Emperor's 
Tent, where being admitted to his Preſence, he fell 
upon his Knees, and laid at the Imperial Feet, the 
Arms and Head of the Rebel, with theſe Words, I 
have infring'd, faid he, your Majeſty's moſt ſacred Or- 
ders; but not being able to ſuffer the Inſolence with 
which this Giant treated your Majeſty's Perſon-and Au- 
thority, I hope the juſt Puniſhment I have given him 
will be thought worthy of Pardon. Charles the Fifth 
looked on him with the ſevereſt Gravity, tho' mixed 
with an adequate Surpriſe; and jealous of his Autho- 
rity, was leſs ſenſible of what he had done, than that 
he had done it through Diſobedience ; therefore with · 
out any Acknowledgments of the Greatneſs of his 
Courage, or Pity for his Fate, condemned him to 
Death. 

Tamayo received this Sentence without change of 
Countenance, and taking up his glorious Trophies went 
out of the Imperial Tent neither murmuring nor com- 
plaining, as tho' the Life he had ſo bravely ventured 
was not worth the trouble of ſoliciting, or regretting ; 
in going towards his own Quarter he was ſeized, and 
conducted where he was kept under ſtrict Guard, ull 
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Orders ſhould arrive for his Execution. The Cardinal 
Farneſe the Pope's Legate, the Prince of Hangaria, the 
Prince of Piedmont, the Duke de Medina Sidonia, and 
all thoſe who by their Birth, Credit, or Employments 
had the Privilege of ſpeaking to the Emperor, inceſlant- 
ly implored Forgiveneſs for the brave Tame, whoſe 
Valour, Prudence, and good Behaviour they extol'd 
with the higheſt Encomiums, but all they could fay 
was unavailing : the Emperor remained inexorable, and, 
tho' he conſeſi d ſome Compaſſion for his Youth, reſolved 
his Decree ſhould be put in Execution, to deter all 
others by his Example how they offended in the like 
manner: All the Army was in an inexpreſſible Con- 
ſternation, they murmur'd, they complain, and did not 
ſcruple to accuſe the Emperor of Cruelty, Injuſtice, 
and Ingratitude. Tamayo alone appeared ſerene, and 
looking con Death with an Eye of Indifference, con- 
ſoled all thoſe whom he ſaw lamenting his Misfortune, 
in repreſenting to them that the Cauſe of his Death 


| ought to give them more Admiration than Grief. 


In this JunQure the charming Nolan arrived at the 
Camp under the Name of Don Bedro de Saveda, and 
was received as Lieutenant in the Regiment of Efre- 
madura, in the Company of Don Lewis de Rias, where 
ſhe preſently heard the Action and the Peril of her 


Lover ; on which this generous Maid, without loſing 
time in fruitleſs Complaints, ran through the Army, ex- 
citing the Officers and Soldiers not to ſuffer that the Em- 
peror ſhould commit ſuch an Act of Injuſtice : telling 
them it would be an eternal Reproach, ſince if he pu- 
niſtied in ſuch a faſhion the Valour of his Warriors, 
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266 TAMA YO. 
none could ever hope to be recompenſed for the Ser- 
vices they did him. 

This Diſcourſe, which was accompany'd with the 
moſt perſuaſive Eloquence, ſo ſtrongly animated the 
Spaniards, who before were in Deſpair for the Fate of 
Tamayo, that above ten thouſand of them aſſembled to- 
gether crying out with a loud Voice that they would 
not permit their Emperor to be guilty of a Crime in 
believing he did an AR of Juſtice, and that they would 
all periſh before they would ſee Tamayo die. The 
feigned Don Pedro and her two Confidents the Gover- 
neſs and her Brother, ſeeing ſo happy a Beginning, gave 
not over their Work ; but run from fide to fide, from 
one Quarter to the other, the whole Night before the 
intended Execution, in order to prevent the heat they 
had raiſed from growing cool; and were fo ſucceſsful 
4n their Endeavours, that by break of Day there was a 
general Revolt, with ſome ſeditious Menaces, which 
began to give Aſtoniſhment to Charles himſelf, tho' the 
moſt undaunted Man of his Time. 

The Duke of Medina Sidonia, already prepoſſeſi d 
with the moſt tender Sentiments in favour of this young 
Hero, having aſſembled in his Tent all the chief Com- 
manders in the Army, as well as the noble Volunteers 
who had engaged themſelves in this War, made a 
Mort but pathetick Speech to them, and then went at 
the Head of them, in order to make a ſecond Effort 
on the "Emperor, and to remonſtrate to him of what 
conſequence it was to act with Precaution in ſo nice a 
ConjunQure : a formidable Army againſt him, wiſhing 
no more than to come to an Engagement, his own re- 
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pugnant to command, on hearing ſo brave an Action 
as that of Tamays treated as a Crime, and the Spani&s 
Auxiliaries in open Rebellion on that Score: The 
Fierceneſs of Charles the Fifth a little abated at their 
Diſcourſe, he heartily repented him of the Sentence he 
had paſs'd but would not ſo far receed from his Impe- 
rial Dignity as to revoke it, he therefore left the Deci- 
ſion to the Duke of Alba, who immediately bethink- 
ing himſelf what was beſt to do, called a Council of 
the Princes ; but while they were conſulting what was 
proper, the Sani Troops began to grow clamorous, 
and the Name of Tame, Tyranny, Cruelty, Injuftice, 
and Iogratitude, reſounded through every Rank, till 
the Tumult augmented in ſuch a manner that the 
Dake found there was no time to be loſt; therefore to 
fave the Emperor's Honour he went forth at the head 
of the Council, and told the foremoſt of the Seditious, 
that the Emperor never deſigned to take the Life of 
Tamayo, and had only condemn'd him to ſhew a penal 
Example to the Army of Diſobedience to his Orders. 
In ſo ſaying, Tamayo was rendered to the Spaniards, 
who by a thouſand Acclamations rending the very 
Heavens, teſlified the Joy they conceived at ſeeing him 
living, and at Liberty. As for him, he received the 
News of his Pardon with the ſame Indifference he had 
done that of his Death ; but unwilling to ſeem ungrate- 
ful to his Deliverers, he made his Acknowledgments to 
them with all thoſe Graces which were natural to him, 
and which compleated the Conqueſt of their Hearts ; 
but the Speniards charm'd to have contributed to the 


Safety of ſo brave a Man, conſeſſed to him that he 
N 2 owed 
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owed his Obligation chiefly to a young [Officer lately 
arrived among them whoſe Name was Seveda. 

The dear and well known Sound of Saveda, like 
Lightning ran through every Vein of the enamoured 
Tamayo, and impatient to ſee the Perſon who was 
called by that Name, and to know in what De- 


| gree of Kindred he was to the beautiful Toland; he 


no ſooner had learned his Tent, than he immediately 
flew thither ; but how exceſſive was his Grief, when 
being arrived he was told that young Stranger had 
been the moment before ſeized by order of the Em- 
peror, and none but feared his Fate in this Advery 
ture, 
This great Monarch irritated beyond meaſure at 
the Sedition of his T'roops, and not doubting but 
ſome one Perſon had been the Author of that Fer- 
ment, took all imaginable care to diſcover who it 
Was ; and Chance or Malice bringing the whole of 
what had paſſed to his Knowledge, the counterfeit 


Don Pedro was immediately arreſted and brought be- 


fore him. 

The generous Tamayo, full of Gratitude for the 
Benefit he had received from this Stranger, and preſ 
ſed by Emotions of a yet more tender Nature, and 
which at preſent he could not account for, loſt no 
time in fruitleſs Inquiries, but haſted to the Imperial 
Quarter, and found the enraged Charles the Vth. ex- 
amining Saveda concerning the Motives that had in. 
duced him to occaſion this Revolt in his Army. 

All the Fortitude, all the noble Reſolution, and Pre- 
ſence of Mind, which had heretofore diſtinguiſn d the 
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charming Nelas above ber Sex, was far inferior to 
what ſhe now made appear in this Conjunfture. 
Soon as the Emperor had done ſpeaking, neither ter- . 
ried at his Auſterity, nor abaſhed at his Dignity, 
or the illuſtrious Company with which he was ſurround - 
ed: My Lord, anſwered the, with an Air in which 
Modeſty and Courage were ſweetly mingled ; the pro- 
ſound Reſpect I owe your Sacred Majeſty, will not 
permit me to conceal or diſguiſe any part of what 
you command me to utter Know then, I am not 
what I ſeem, but Toland d. Saveda, Daughter and 
Grand-Daughter of Warriors who grew old in the 
Service of your Anceſtors === Love alone brought 
me into your Army, united to Tamayo by the Will 
of his Father and mine, and more ſo by the moſt 
tender mutual Inclination, and- afterwards ſeparated 
from each other by the Perſecutions of Donna Lese- 
nora de Sau, my Mother. I came here in ſearch 
of him, prompted by a womaniſh Curiofity in this 
Diſguiſe, to diſcover if his Conftancy had been equal 
to mine ; and to inform him that there were now 
no longer any Obſtacles to our Happineſs. At my 
Arrival, my Soul was at once charm'd and terrify'd 
with the News of his Fidelity and Danger ; then, 
my Lord, I confeſs, that all the Duty I owed my EM- 
peror yielded to that I ought to have for him whom 
I regarded as my Husband, and that I imagined 
every thing was allowable in me, which afforded any 
Proſpect of preſerving a Life ſo juſtly dear to me, and 
that it would become me to periſh with him, if my 
Endeavours proved unſucceſsful. 
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Tamayo had no ſooner diſcovered that it was his 
dear Holand that was ſpeaking, than he threw him- 
ſelf at the feet of the Emperor ; the beautiful Saveda 
alſo proſtrated her ſelf in finiſhing her Diſcourſe, and 
both of them without any farther Intreatics, made 
known by the moſt eloquent Looks and Geſtures, 
how little Regard they had for themſelves, and how 
much Terror for each other. Tis poſſible the moſt 
perſuaſive Words would have been leſs touching than 
this dumb Rhetoric; Charles the Vth, beheld it with 
a ſecret Admiration, and felt ſo much Tenderneſs 
for the Fate of theſe two faithful and courageous Lov- 
ers, that there needed no other Solicitor than that in 
his own Breaſt to move him in their favour ; and after 
having contemplated them ſome few moments, he 
pardoned the generous and beautiful o/and, praiſed 
her Fidelity, and highly extol'd the Valour of 72 
mayo. The Duke of Medina Sidonia, glad of this 
Opportunity of ingratiating our young Hero yet far 
ther with the Emperor, made him an exact Recital of , 
all his Adventures, as he had been inform'd of them 
from his own Mouth, and knew fo well how to in- 
tereſt the Heart of that Monarch in their favour, 
that he conſented the Ceremony of their Marriage 
ſhould be performed in the Camp, to the end his Cle- 
eee eee ee 
be the more conſpicuous. 

This Reſolution being applauded by the whole 


Court, Charles the Veh. gave the neceſlury Diſpen- 
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tions the Law exact from Perſons of their Age mar- 
ried at a diſtance from the Place of their Birth, and 
the Pope's Legate thoſe required by the Church, 
and the very next Day the Nuptial Solemnity was 
performed by Cardinal Farneſe ; the Emperor who 
was at the Expence of it having ordered every thing 
with a Royal Magnificence, 

The new-wedded Pair were loaded with Preſents 
from all the Princes and Nobility of this illuſtrious 
Court; and the Beauty of Toland was no leſs ad- 
mired than the Valour of Tame, to whom the 
Emperor gave the Lieutenancy that his fair Wife 
had obtain'd for a Kinſman. Now theſe two Lovers 
after having gone through ſo long a Series of In- 
quietudes, yielded up their Souls intirely to the Joy 
of being united in ſo glorious a manner. The beau- 
tiful Noland would not return to Spain without her 
Husband, therefore waited at the City of Treeves 
the end of the Campaign, in the courſe of which 
Tamayo did ſuch great Things, that Charles the Vth. 
bleſs'd the Day which had preſerved the Life of 
a Man ſo worthy his Efteem. 

The Campaign was no ſooner over, than this 
young Warrior and his Spouſe returned to Madrid, 
and from thence to Granada, to take poſſeſſion of 
their Eſtates, which they enjoyed together in the 
moſt perſect Harmony to the end of their Lives: 


The brave Tamayo having acquired lels Glory by 
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HE Hiſtory of Poland under Azguſiar II. 

Which contains the great Diſpute between 
that Prince and the Princeſs of Conti and Sobieski 
for the Crown: With the other important Tranſ- 
actions ofthis Life; and with which the beſt Ac- 
count of the Government, Laws, Diets, Aſſem- 
blies, Manners of eleQing their Kings, Power 
ond Factions of the Nobility, Militia, Intereſt of 
the Republick, c. is occaſionally interſperſed; 
Tranſlated from the French of the Abbe ade Parts 
nay, by Jobs Stacie Eſq; 


La Belle Aſſemblic : Being a curious ColleQt- 
on of ſome very remarkable Incidents which hap- 
prucd to Perſons of the firſt Quality in France. 
luterſperſed with entertaining and improving Ob- 
ſcrvations made by them on ſeveral Paſſages in 
Hiitory, both Ancient and Modern, Written in 
French tor the Entertainment of the King, and de- 
dicated to him by Madam de Gomez. Adorned 


of the Fabulous 
: Deſign'd 
for the more ready Underſtanding of Poets, Paint - 
ings and Statues. To which are annex'd, Re- 
ferences to the ſeveral Authors, from which their 
CharaQters are deduc'd. Peculiarly adapted to the 
ale of Latin and French Schools, and to thoſe 
who read or attend Theatrical Entertainments. 


The 
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A Compendious Diction 
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The Free-Thinker : or Eſſays on Ignorance, 
Superſtition, Bigotry, Enthuſiaſm, Craft, c. In- 
termix'd with ſeveral Pieces of Wit and Humour. 
Deſign'd to reſtore the deluded Part of Mankind 
to the Uſe of Reaſon and Common Senſe. In 
three Volumes. The ſecond Edition, with com- 
plete Indexes. Sapere ande. 


The Gentleman Farrier. Containing InſtruQ;j- 
ons for the Choice, and DireQions in the Ma- 
nagement of Horſes, either for Draught or Plea- 
fure, on a Journey or in the Stable; with an Ac- 
count of their Diſtempers, and Receipts for the 
Cure of them. To which is added an Appendix 
concerning Dogs, either for the Field or the Lap. 
Wherein their Diſeaſes are deſcrib'd, and the 
means to cure them. T he Horſe Receipts bm 
late Grace of 2 Earl of Orrery, d 
Carleton, Sir Jobs Packington, General Seymour, 
Portman Seymour, Eſq; Fames Nicholſon, Eſq; 
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Publiſhed by the Dire&ion of a Perſon of Qua- 
lity. The Third Edition, very much Corrected 
al. d Enlarged. | 


The Life of Mabomet. Tranflated from the 
French Original by the Count of Boxlain Villier 1, 
Author of the Preſent State of France, and of the 
Hiſtorical Memoirs thereto ſubjoined. 


'Tis true Compoſing is the Nobler Part, 
But good Tranſlation is no eaſy Art. 
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Ariſtotelis de Rhetorica, ſeu arte dicendi, Libri 
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ſimilibus, cum Methodo Analytica: huic Edition 
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Fabii Paulini Commentariis ; Selecteæ varia Lectio- 
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